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Flooding in Syston October 2023 
and January 2024

As most of you will be aware, Syston was badly affected by flooding in October and tragically, again
in January. Resulting from these two events, Syston Town Council has been hard at work, mostly
behind the scenes, investigating not only the cause of the floods but also to investigate how we can
engage with the responsible authorities to find answers to improving flood alleviation.

Much work has been done to find definitive answers to questions around the responsibilities of the
various agencies as well as to define the ownership of certain areas of land. Agencies contacted
include, the Environment Agency (EA), the local Flood Authority (LCC), Charnwood Borough
Council (CBC), the Canals and Rivers Trust and the Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust.

Inside this issue of Syston Topic you will find more detail on exactly what is being done to help
improve matters and help prevent further flood events in Syston. I take this opportunity to assure
you that we are doing all we can to ensure those responsible carry out their duties on your behalf,
and remind you that there is to be a ‘drop-in session’ at the council offices on 20th March, from
14.00hrs to 19.00hrs where you will be able to put your concerns personally to representatives of
the Environment Agency, Leicestershire County Council (Local flood authority) and Charnwood
Borough Council (This is not a public meeting – you will need to wait to speak on an individual
basis). I do hope many of you will make efforts to attend this session (along with representatives of
STC) as we all need a satisfactory resolution to the flooding problems in the town.

Brookside, Syston - October 2023 Fosse Way, Syston January 2024
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As a result of the many understandable queries 
and concerns raised by residents and businesses 
in the town, Syston Town Council have produced 
the following position statement.

The council has been extremely busy following
complaints and concerns from members of the
public. A second meeting of the council’s flood panel 
has taken place which has helped us to clarify our 
next steps. This includes:

Contact with our local MP Ed Argar to pass on 
      matters that affected Syston, for inclusion in the 
      wider meetings with the flood authority (LCC), 
      the Environment Agency (EA) and other councils. 

Making enquiries with EA regarding the viability
      of deploying temporary flood barriers at times
      of high risk; we are awaiting a response.

Making further requests to the EA to clear the
      brook if silt and vegetation as a matter of 
      urgency and not wait until the next financial 
      year.

Making enquiries with the EA to clarify the
      position of volunteer action to clear vegetation 
      from  the brook at the earliest opportunity.

Instigated investigations into the viability of
      sandbags and their suitability and the logistics
      of buying, storing and dispensing same. This
      includes the efficacy of the so-called 
      ‘Hydrosnakes’ used in the recent flood events.

Agreed to produce a local Flood Action Plan
     (in addition to the council’s CBC emergency 
     plan) which will detail the council’s actions in the
     event, with the emphasis on the most vulnerable.
     This will include contingency arrangements for 
     those requiring emergency accommodation.

Making enquiries with the flood authority and the
      EA into the viability of a flood wall and gates in 
      the vicinity of Brookside.

Residents and others can be assured that your local
town council will be pursuing these matters on your 
behalf with the upmost urgency. 

However, we again have to remind you all that 
unfortunately, these things do not happen overnight 
and therefore, immediate visible progress may not be 
forthcoming.

You are further reminded that Syston Town Council 
have no legal obligations or responsibilities and 
therefore no resources to carry out our own direct 
actions in the event. First responder organisations 
such as the blue light services are the only groups 
equipped to help in the event of serious flooding.

We are, however, extending our request for additional 
volunteers to act as flood wardens. This voluntary role 
is managed by Leicestershire County Council LLR and
 training and PPE will be provided by them. The duties 
include:

Being aware of vulnerable people in their locality.
Helping people to prepare for flood events by 

      producing a flood plan and maybe assisting with 
      practical efforts to protect properties in their locality.

Being aware of flood alerts and flood warnings by 
      signing up to the Charnwood and EA (Environment
      Agency) flood alert schemes.

Knowing how and where to obtain further 
      information and advice.

Reporting blocked drains, gullies and watercourses
      to the proper authority. 

Where appropriate, assisting with the deployment 
      of emergency flood protection methods.

Assist in developing the community flood plan.

Also, it is hoped that by having more volunteer 
wardens in place, a better sense of community spirit 
will develop within the town thereby providing 
reassurance to the more vulnerable members of the 
community. 

If you would like more information, or indeed wish to 
volunteer to become a Syston Flood Warden, please 
contact the council office via: 0116 260 7150 or 
mailbox@systontowncouncil.gov.uk Further 
information can be obtained through the LLR prepared
 website: https://www.llrprepared.org.uk/prepared-
communities/flood-warden

Syston Town Council Official Position Statement-Floods
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What is currently available to support those
residents affected by the flooding?
Charnwood Borough Council has secured
funding form central government and has made
funding available for residents. There is:

up to £500 cash to help with immediate costs.
Households and businesses significantly 

      affected, can apply for 100% council tax and
      business rates relief for at least 3 months.

Small-to-medium sized businesses in eligible
      affected areas, who can apply for up to £2,500
      from the Business Recovery Grant to help them
      return quickly to business as usual.

Eligible flood-hit property owners, who can apply
      for up to £5,000 to help make their homes and
      businesses more resilient to future flooding via
      the Property flood Resilience Repair Grant 
      Scheme.

Farmers who have suffered uninsurable damage
      to their land will be able to apply for grants of up
      to £25,000 through the Farming Recovery Fund
      towards repair and reinstatement costs for 
      farmers adversely affected by exceptional 
      flooding. 

This is just an overview of what is available to support
residents. There is more information available at 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/flooding

If you do not have access to the internet at home, 
computers with internet access are available at 
Syston Library. For vulnerable residents, Syston 
Town Council officers have offered to help them 
complete application. forms in the council offices 
during office hours; please call to arrange an 
appointment. We would also ask that residents 
support their neighbours with this where they can.

However, you must first register with the 
Leicestershire County Council the fact you were 
affected. This can be done by visiting Flood Reporting 
Form - Section 1 - Leicestershire County Council Self 
Service (achieveservice.com) 
 
 

we will advise you as soon as the forms become 
available from central government to make your claim 
for property protection grants following your registration 
with LCC. 

With regard to the wider national policies surrounding 
flood defences, you are advised to read the recent 
BBC news item: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-
environment-67998344 

Finally, we feel that we have a duty to remind all 
residents and businesses that where you live or trade 
in a high-risk flood-risk area, everyone has a duty to 
protect their own property. Just as you protect your 
home from intrudes by fitting locks and other security 
devices, and just how you protect your home from fire 
by fitting smoke detectors, you should consider 
installing flood protection measures as airbrick 
protection and door barriers etc. One company 
retailing such devices can be found at: 
https://floodgate.ltd.uk/

Maps of high-risk flood areas can be found at the 
following websites: 
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map?
easting=462568&northing=311626&map=RiversOrSea 
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map?
easting=462604.84&northing=311681.66&map=
SurfaceWater Syston Flood Map (getthedata.com) 

We will continue to issue updates on the whole local
flooding issue as and when we receive them. Please 
visit https://systontowncouncil.gov.uk/ 

Cllr John Lucas - Chairman
Syston Town Council
5 January 2024

https://leicestershirecc-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310/AF-Stage-5e621887-6790-4113-9057-38dc0499b58f/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310&process_id=AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310
https://leicestershirecc-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310/AF-Stage-5e621887-6790-4113-9057-38dc0499b58f/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310&process_id=AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310
https://leicestershirecc-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310/AF-Stage-5e621887-6790-4113-9057-38dc0499b58f/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310&process_id=AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310
https://leicestershirecc-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310/AF-Stage-5e621887-6790-4113-9057-38dc0499b58f/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310&process_id=AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310
https://leicestershirecc-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310/AF-Stage-5e621887-6790-4113-9057-38dc0499b58f/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310&process_id=AF-Process-c23fdc6c-c676-4482-a0d3-6f4f02502310
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Syston Town Council extends every sympathy
towards those who have suffered flooding in
their homes and businesses resulting from the
unprecedented storm early in the New Year.
We also fully understand your frustration and 
anger at what appears to be a lack of action on
the park of the responsible authorities. 

However, before I go on to advise what we as a
council have been doing to alleviate the flooding
risk for the future, I have to remind everyone
present that Syston Town Council has no legal
duty or responsibility, and therefore no funding or
resources to be able to intervene in any major 
way once a flood event has occurred.

Watercourse management and flood alleviation 
is a complex issue as well as a legal minefield. 
Also, major funding will be required to make a 
material difference to the local situation and 
as such, will not happen overnight. This is why, 
it is out of the direct control of parish councils. 

What Syston council can do, and indeed have 
been doing since the flood event of October last 
year has been to make strenuous efforts to 
contact on your behalf, the bodies that are 
responsible for flood alleviation and flood incident 
control, to ensure they are not only aware of the 
difficulties Syston face but also to press these 
authorities for action to assist Syston residents
and businesses.

We have:
Set up our own flood focus group compromising

      of Cllrs, Flood Wardens and some residents
      affected by the floods in October, to investigate
      the matter.

Discussed with the flood authority (Leicestershire
      County Council) and county councillors what they 
      intent to do - including the provision of . 

re- engineering the brook in Syston to prevent    
flooding.

Contacted Charnwood to do likewise.
Contacted the Environment Agency to enquire
about

       immediate and future regular maintenance of the
       brook.

Enquired with the Environment Agency about
      temporary flood barriers being deployed in high-risk
      areas such as Brookside when flood warnings are
      received.

Deployed our own flood wardens at times of high-
risk

      and during flood events.
Produced and delivered our own in-house flood

       warning leaflet advising residents how to be aware
       of flood alerts and what to do in the event.

Also, our MP Ed Argar is working hard to arrange for a
multi-agency meeting including the Environment
Agency, Severn Trent Water, Leicestershire County
Council, Charnwood Borough Council and
representatives from other parishes whose boundaries
lie on the River Wreake.

Please be aware that we will continue to fight on your
behalf to get the authorities to improve the long-term
prospects for improved flood alleviation schemes for
Syston. But I remind you all again, major work will not
happen overnight. You are strongly advised to make
your own precautions as best you can by, signing up to
flood alert schemes, making your own flood plans and
obtaining any equipment that may keep your properties
safe from flooding. 

Cllr Phil Knight - Chairman of 
Flood Focus Group

Statement from Syston Town Council regarding the most
recent flood event

www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
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Statements from the Environment Agency 

I have been unable to find anyone who can properly
explain the purpose of the sensor on the bridge. It’s
clear that it hasn’t been functioning for many years
and it is not needed for any of the alarms on the
outstation from what I can see, thus it is likely
redundant. We have a level gauge on Barkby Brook
approx. 20m upstream of the bridge, this is classed
as an operational gauge which provides alarms to
enable us to carry out actions internally. The actions
from this gauge are to instruct our Field Teams to
carry out flood patrols for Charnwood. 

We have plans next year to make changes to the
Barkby Brook gauge this will enable the public to
view the river level at this location

I hope this answers your enquiry 

Kind regards
Asset Performance Team Leader - South
(Leicestershire) Environment Agency, 56 Town
Green Street, Rothley, Leics, LE7 7NW
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Statements from Charnwood Borough Council

More Information
Statements from the following can be found on our website
https://www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk/flooding/

Ed Argar MP 
Cllr Nick Rushton Leader of Leicestershire County Council
Cllr Martin Cooper Syston Town Council
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Funding Available for Flood Hit Homes and Businesses
Charnwood Borough Council flood funding assistance

The Government announced payments for communities affected by flooding due to Storm Henk. The
support is being made available through a scheme called the Flood Recovery Framework.

If your property suffered flood damage between January 2, and January 12, 2024, you may be
eligible for support. Below is information on the Government funding support being administered by
Charnwood Borough Council.

Community Recovery Grant - £500 for immediate recovery costs.
Council Tax Discount - 100% Council Tax relief for at least three months.
Business Recovery Grant - £2,500 to help return to business as usual. 
Business Rates Relief - 100% relief for at least three months.

Further information and detail on how to apply can be found by typing the hyperlink below into your
internet browser and clicking on the relevant buttons show below.

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/floodfunding

Support for households: charnwood.gov.uk/pages/floodfundinghouseholds

Support for businesses: charnwood.gov.uk/pages/floodfundingbusiness

Other funding

Property Resilience Grant (Leicestershire County Council)

In addition, the property owner may also be eligible for a Property Resilience Grant of up to £5,000 to
help properties become more resilient to future flooding, being administered by Leicestershire
County Council. 

Further information will be provided by Leicestershire County Council when the scheme is launched. 

Farming Recovery Fund (Leicestershire County Council)

Farmers who have suffered uninsurable damage to their land will be able to apply for grants of up to
£25,000 for repair and reinstatement costs due to exceptional flooding. 

Visit the Rural Payments Agency to apply: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/rural-payments-
agency 



As a result of the two most serious flood events to hit Syston this winter, it has become apparent that
more can, and needs to be done to alleviate the effects of serious weather events. As part of this
work, Syston Town Council is issuing an appeal for members of the public to come forward and
volunteer to become Flood Wardens. Currently, we have four people carrying out this role - clearly,
when a major event occurs, this is insufficient.

The voluntary role is managed by Leicestershire County Council LLR and training and PPE will be
provided to them. The duties include:

Being aware of vulnerable people in their locality.
Helping people to prepare for flood events by producing a flood plan and maybe assisting with
practical efforts to protect properties in their locality.
Being aware of flood alerts and flood warnings by signing up to the Charnwood and EA
(Environment Agency) flood alert schemes. 
Knowing how and where to obtain further information and advice.
Reporting blocked drains, gullies and watercourses to the proper authority.
Where appropriate, assisting with the deployment of emergency flood protection methods.
Assist in developing the community flood plan. 

If you would like more information, or indeed wish to volunteer to become a Syston Flood Warden,
please contact the council office via:
0116 260 7150     or     mailbox@systontowncouncil.gov.uk

Further information can be obtained through the LLR Prepared website:
https://llrprepared.org.uk/prepared-communities/flood-warden 
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Appeal for Flood Wardens in Syston

FLOODS: YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A DROP
IN SESSION

Syston Community Centre, Wednesday, 20 March from 2pm until 7 pm.

This is your opportunity to meet with representatives from the Environment Agency, Leicestershire
County Council and Charnwood Borough Council on an individual basis to allow you to raise any
questions or concerns you have relating to flooding and flood prevention in your community. This is
open to people living inside and outside of Syston and is likely to be very popular. No appointments
are being taken so be prepared to queue.

Floor Wardens:
Cllr Ian Hayes: 07400 278778
Neil Skinner: 07780 881897
Ree Nugent: 07927 215477
Maxwell Nugent: 07936 880825
Tim Lewin: 07702 458170
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Syston’s Christmas Fayre
1 December 2023 

Syston’s Christmas Fayre took place on a very cold Friday evening in December. Children enjoyed
Billy Bates Fair rides and games on the Melton Road car park along with several food and drink
vendors offering festive treats including mulled wine.

The heart of the Christmas market was at the community centre, with an array of local stalls selling
everything from unique jewellery, handmade gifts and cakes and bakes. Children also had the
opportunity of meeting Santa Claus in his charming grotto. Live performances were provided by local
musicians and carol singers including a choir, Syston Band and a Ukelele group which added to the
overall festive atmosphere.

Outside of the community centre, two stilt walker snow cats provided entertainment (see photo below)

One of the highlights of the event was the active involvement of the community. Syston’s Branch of
the Royal British Legion, Syston Town Councillors and the local cadets all volunteered at the
Community Centre by handing out sweets to the children and also at Santa’s grotto. 

As the Christmas market at the community centre came to a close, an amazing firework display lit up
the night sky to end another fantastic event. 

We would like to once again thank all of our volunteers for taking the time to support this free of
charge event. 
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Christmas Shop Window
Competition 2023

We were delighted to announce the spectacular results of this years Christmas shop window competition
held in December. Syston was truly transformed into a festive wonderland, thanks to the creative efforts
of our local businesses. 

Congratulations to Daniel Lewis Hair and Beauty and Loros who won the 2023 competition. 

The vote took place using an online survey, which was shared on our website and social media
accounts. Residents and visitors to the town were encouraged to vote for both their favourite shop or
business window a long with their favourite charity shop. 

A big thank you to everyone who took the time to vote and also to all of the shops and businesses in
Syston who decorated their fronts and windows.

 Loros

Daniel Lewis
D-Day 80 Years Anniversary - 6 June 2024

This June marks 80 years since the Normandy landings. Syston Town Council are organising an event which
will be held on Central Park on Thursday 6 June 6.30pm. There will also be fair rides and stalls on the park
provided by Billy Bates. A beacon will be lit to commemorate this important day in our history. More information
will be released soon on our website and social media pages.



Following repeated instances of unauthorised, and damaging, motorbike use on Memorial Park,
Syston Town Council held discussions on ways to prevent this ongoing concern.

In light of the climate and biodiversity emergencies previously declared by the council, rather than
using materials and concrete to install a fence, STC decided on the more natural option of a
hedgerow. The plants will be planted on the footpath side of the existing line of silver birch trees so
will not interfere with linesman or supports on the side of the pitch.

Plants are being supplied at no cost to Syston TC by Leicestershire County Council and The
Woodland Trust. We would like to see our community take part in the creation of this new feature and
so if any members of the teams, coaches or other people involved with the clubs would like to, we
would love to have you there on the planting days. It would help the plants establish if they are not
damaged once they are in situ, and so if the clubs are able to communicate this to their supporters
and visitors that would be appreciated.

The first day for the planting will take place on Friday the 23rd of February. No need to pre-book,
just turn up between 10am and 2pm. We will be there until all the trees are in the ground. Please
bring a spade if you have one, we will have a few for people to use but not enough for everyone. We
have 250 shrubs to plant on this date, so there should be plenty of opportunities for all that are
interested. We will be running a second planting event soon after this one, we are just waiting for a
delivery date for the second set of plants. The completed feature will run the length of the footpath
with a couple of gaps to allow access for pedestrians to the park.

After this initial planting, there may be a need for “gapping up” (replacing any plants that do not take)
next year. After the plants have grown for a couple of years, the hedge will need to be laid. Cllr
Cooper is trained to do this and is happy to support others when the time comes. There may be
funding opportunities to get this done closer to the time too.
This is how a hedge looks the year after it has been laid:                  Cllr Martin Cooper
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Planting of Hedge Saplings
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Syston Town Council has a vacancy for a part-time
caretaker/cleaner primarily based at Syston Sports Pavilion,
Memorial Park, Syston

We are looking for an energetic person, who takes pride in their work to join the Estates team at Syston Town
Council. Responsibilities include unlocking, locking and securing the pavilion and park gates, cleaning during
the weekend, including toilets. Some litter picking and emptying of litter bins on the park during football
matches. Ensuring that vehicle drivers park their cars considerately and safely. Reporting of any faults or
damage caused at the Pavilion to the Town Manager.

Contract is based on a zero hours contract and hours are variable covering each weekend and some midweek
fixtures throughout the football season.

There is also the opportunity of providing some cover for staff holidays at the community centre and this will
include room set up, breakdown and cleaning. 

Salary is £11.50 per hour up to 31 March 2024 and £12.50 per hour from 1 April 2024 with holiday pay and
pension (if eligible).

Job Share will be considered.

For an application form and job description, or an informal discussion please contact Town Manager,
Catherine Voyce at catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk or telephone 0116 2645972.
The successful candidate will be required to have a DBS check and provide two references, preferably a
professional reference and a character reference from a non-family member.

Closing date for applications is 31 March 2024, interviews will be held in April 2024.

mailto:catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Syston Town Council has a vacancy for a Cemetery Gate
Keeper at Barkby Road Cemetery

Responsible to:  Town Manager

Job Purpose:  To allow public and vehicle access to Barkby Road Cemetery and secure the gates each
afternoon/evening, depending upon the time of year. 

RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES
Opening and unlocking, opening, closing and locking of the cemetery gates at Barkby Road Cemetery.
There is no requirement to stay on site. 

To report any acts of vandalism or any other incidents which you feel should be drawn to the Council’s
attention.

Days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday including public holidays. 

Summertime: (April to October)
Weekdays: Close 6.00pm
Weekends: Open 9.00am    Close 6.00pm

Wintertime (November to March)
Weekdays: Close 4.30pm (Fridays only)
Weekends: Open 9.00am   Close 4.30pm

Flexibility is required on some occasions.

Salary £1,340 per annum with holiday pay and pension (if eligible).

The successful candidate will be required to have a DBS check and provide two references, preferably a
professional reference and a character reference from a non-family member. 

Please contact Catherine Voyce on 0116 2645972 or email
catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk for an informal chat and an application for.

Closing date for applications is 31 March 2024; interviews will be held in April 2024.



SYSTON TOPIC - THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF SYSTON TOWN COUNCIL PAGE 15 

Friends of Syston and District Cemetery -
Volunteers Wanted

Band hut demolition

We are very fortunate to have a successful ‘Friends Group’ at Barkby Road Cemetery, which has
been established since 2019, where the group have made a huge difference to the cemetery and
chapel. We are now looking for volunteers for a ‘Friends Group’ for the Syston and District Cemetery
which is now well established. Cemetery Friends volunteer their time by seeking ways to enhance the
cemetery and millstone lodge as well as reporting any damage or necessary clearing and maintaining
work to the council office. 

If you would be interested please contact Catherine Voyce on 0116 260 7150 or email
catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk

The band hut which was located on Central Park next to the bowls club has now been demolished.
The building was already earmarked for removal when Syston Band asked for it to be saved so they
could use it to rehearse and a lease was agreed in 2014. A new building is now planned which will be
able to serve not only Syston Band but other community organisations. This is being funded by S106
monies provided by Charnwood Borough Council. This funding is specifically earmarked to be spent
on older youth and recreational facilities.
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Pedestrian Safety Concerns and Traffic
Congestion on Upper Church Street

Over the years, the population of Syston has
grown immensely. This has obviously had a 
direct influence on the number of pupils
attending the St Peter & St Paul’s infant and
junior schools (now amalgamated and changed
to Academy status) on Upper Church Street.
This increase in population has mirrored an
apparently much greater number of
families owning two cars. These two changes
have resulted in a massive increase in vehicular
traffic at school opening and closing times on
the narrow residential street serving the school -
Upper Church Street. This results in very severe
traffic congestion at the two busy times of the
school day. Now, this increase in population
and car ownership and usage
may be little different to any other comparable
community in the country; however, what makes
Upper Church Street so severely congested is
that the street is a cul-de-sac- what goes up the
street must come back down - hence the
‘double-whammy’
of all vehicles using the street having to return
down the way they entered, resulting in the
severe congestion.

But the problem is not only one of congestion,
but also of pedestrian safety. Because of the
heavy traffic, and parents having to arrive at the
same time of day, the congestion causes not
only frustration and delays, but is also a serious
safety  concern to those who do walk to
school (and others - residents, shoppers etc.)
caused by many drivers mounting the pavement
in order to complete their journey taking their
child(ren) to school and then
returning back down the street. There are daily
instances of pedestrians, including young
children, having to move out of the way of cares
driving (sometimes quite quickly)

on the pavement. There is much footage
available to be seen of the congestion and
pavement driving by motorists. Therefore,
Upper Church Street must be a prime candidate
for inclusion in the Leicestershire County
Council’s ‘School Streets’ initiative because of
the cul-de-sac situation. 

I am therefore asking committee to agree to a
joint approach to LCC for this school to be
included in the school streets initiative. 

If the school streets initiative is not taken up by
LCC, I suggest that before a serious injury to a
pedestrian occurs, STC urges the proper
authority to be investigated and efforts made
and measures put in place to reduce this
obvious safety hazard. I suggest that:

a. A high-profile campaign is carried out in the
town aimed at parents of children at the school
urging them to reduce care usage when taking
their children to school. 
b. The co-headteachers of the academy in
conjunction with the town council petition the
Education Authority (Leicestershire County
Council) to include the St Peter & Paul
Academy in the County Councils ‘School
Streets’ initiative designed to restrict the use of
roads on which schools are located.
c. Increased regular enforcement patrols by
enforcement officers at school opening and
closing times. 
d. All redundant or unnecessary dropped kerbs
be built up to a good height and, consideration
be given to the installation at certain points
along the street of a number of concrete or cast-
iron posts to pavements to deter pavement
mounting by cars. 

Cllr Phil Knight



Fosse Way, Syston – 11th March 2024

A Temporary Traf f ic  Regulat ion Order (TTRO) is to be made for the fo l lowing locat ion:
Fosse Way, Syston.

The purpose of  the TTRO is to al low Network Rai l  safely undertake inspect ions of  the
rai lway br idge.

The TTRO wi l l  incorporate a temporary road closure.

The durat ion of  the restr ict ion is not ant ic ipated to exceed a per iod of  1 night,  23:00 t i l l
06:00, on 11th March 2024.
A Press Release wi l l  be issued to conf i rm these detai ls approximately two weeks pr ior  to
the works commencing.
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Upcoming Road Closures

Lower Church Street,  Syston – 25th – 27th March 2024

A Temporary Traf f ic  Regulat ion Order (TTRO) is to be made for the fo l lowing locat ion:
Lower Church Street,  Syston.

The purpose of  the TTRO is to al low Severn Trent Water Ltd safely undertake pipe
renewal works in the carr iageway.

The TTRO wi l l  incorporate a temporary road closure.

Access wi l l  be maintained whenever i t  is  safe to do so.

The durat ion of  the restr ict ion is not ant ic ipated to exceed a per iod of  3 days commencing
on the 25th March 2024.
A Press Release wi l l  be issued to conf i rm these detai ls approximately two weeks pr ior  to
the works commencing.

Bruxby Street,  Syston – 16th – 18th Apr i l  2024

A Temporary Traf f ic  Regulat ion Order (TTRO) is to be made for the fo l lowing locat ion:
Bruxby Street,  Syston.

The purpose of  the TTRO is to al low Severn Trent Water Ltd safely undertake works on a
new connect ion.

The TTRO wi l l  incorporate a temporary road closure.

The durat ion of  the restr ict ion is not ant ic ipated to exceed a per iod of  3 days commencing
on the 16th Apr i l  2024.

For all road closures affecting Syston, please visit www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk/road-closures-2
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Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery
Following the recent damage caused by storm Henk, a huge thank you to the groundsman who has done a
fantastic job to restore order to our loved one’s graves. We’ve tried to locate floral tributes as best we can but
we’re not sure if everyone is in the right place. Dave has now repaired the bird table, that was blown over
and damaged in the high winds - thank you Dave. 

Let’s hope that the rest of the winter is kinder to us all. Don’t forget that the chapel is now warm and toasty
and is available to hire. Rose bushes can be donated to your loved ones and planted down the “runway
gravel beds”. Please contact Catherine Voyce at Syston Town Council, if you require either of those.
catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk

Take care everybody
Ros.



Syston Town Council has now declared itself - along with Charnwood, in a
Climate Emergency. Typically British and reminiscent of the dinner scene in
Carry On Up The Khyber, we march on regardless but with ever changing
aspects to our lives, we must take action where appropriate to mitigate the
changes coming.

Despite changing terminology, (global warming, climate change, climate
emergency), expect to see ‘climate breakdown’ and ‘biodiversity collapse’ in
more places as well. We mustn’t rest on our laurels but instead face these
problems head on, by looking at the possibilities open to us to mitigate any
further environmental damage.

In the last issue of Topic I spoke of the importance of trees for carbon
sequestration but they are also very good at absorbing water. Removing the
from streams and rivers as unwanted obstacles makes the problem worse,
as they are good at strengthening the banks and providing habitats for
mammals in the roots, birds in the branches and insects to the leaves, fruit
and bark. A single Oak can accommodate living space for over 2,000
animal species. The trees will also be provided a regular water supply and
improve water quality, manage flood risk and boost biodiversity.

The Woodland Trust says that the most critical time to plant a tree is twenty
years ago, or now. To accommodate the latter we must set up tree
nurseries so we are ready for en masse planting to prepare for the next
twenty years. The photos to the left are from my humble small garden on
the Hobby Horse estate, which make for a tiny nursery and in the absence
of a large scale one with can all pull our resources together and encourage
our children to plant the seeds of other trees such as Horse Chestnuts,
Oaks and Beech and collect seeds from trees in local forests and parks
such as Elder, Ash, Wild Cherry, Aspen, Cotoneaster, Elm, Rowan, Crab
Apple, Spindle etc.

I grew up near Epping Forest which is rich in Oaks, where the forest also
supports the native Hornbeam, a tree common in the south but rare in the
Midlands. Hornbeam is a very hard wood, literally hard-as-horn. It has been
used traditionally for water wheels, cattle yokes and butcher’s chopping
blocks. I collect native seeds from my long walks in many UK woodlands
and do my best - as an amateur gardener - to stratify and nurture these
seeds into saplings and give them the start in life that they need. I already
have several, albeit small Oaks growing, some of which have been planted
in key locations around our town and I continue to grow a diverse range of
seeds in the space that my small garden will allow.

Matt Davis, Tree Warden
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Tree Warden - Matt Davis

Epping Forest Hornbeam
Carpinus betulus
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What’s on

Spring Craft Fayre

20th April 2024 - 11am - 3pm
Syston Community Centre

James Circus
21st - 28th April 2024 - times to be
confirmed
Central Park

80th Anniversary D Day

6th June 2024 -  6.30pm - 9pm
Central Park

Syston Summer Fayre
31st  August 2024 - 11am - 6pm
Central Park

Syston Spring Clean
24th March 2024 -  10.00am - 12.00pm
Various locations in Syston. Meet at the 
Community Centre
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Playground Panel

New developments - Central Park
A new inclusive children’s roundabout will be installed along with a children’s
climbing wall.  Both projects are hoped to be partially funded by external
organisations.
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Town Precept Explained
With council tax bills for 2024/35 soon to start dropping through letterboxes, this seems like a good
time to talk about the Town Council precept.

The Precept is a tax that the Town Council charges its local electors to meet their budget requirements.
The Town Council does not receive any direct funding from central government and relies on the
precept plus any other income generated from the services or facilities that we provide. 

The precept is part of the Council Tax and is collected from local electors via your Council Tax
payments.

How is it Calculated?
The precept requirement is the difference between the Town Council’s estimated income and its
anticipated spending requirements for the financial year (its budget).

The financial year runs from 1 April to 31 March.

The Town Council needs to agree a budget before it can set its precept and both must be agreed by
the full Town Council. When calculating the precept, the Town Council takes into consideration:

Current year’s spending levels - for ongoing services for which it is responsible and has either a
statutory duty to provide, or for what has been decided is deemed to be of benefit to the
community. Examples of Syston Town Council responsibilities are: recreation facilities; namely five
parks, five playgrounds, skate park, BMX track, two cemeteries, sports pavilion and football
pitches, allotments, staff welfare unit, Council garages, Public toilets, vehicle, parks equipment and
community centre; this list is not exhaustive.
Maintain stock of 450 trees.
Bus shelters, litter bins, dog waste bins, pest control, CCTV cameras and monitoring.
Town floral displays and town events
Council employee costs, contractors.
Insurances. 
Costs of any additional spending plans or projects.
Provision for contingencies and reserves.
Levels of anticipated income - from services for which it is responsible for e.g. rental income,
allotment fees, burial fees, grants.

Currently there is no cap on the amount that Town Councils can raise via their precept (District
Councils and County Councils are capped). Once the precept has been approved by the Town Council.
We inform Charnwood Borough Council and it is then added to residents Council Tax bills. Charnwood
Borough Council pay the precept to the Town Council in two instalments (April and September).



Tax base and Band D equivalent 
Part of the precept calculation is the ‘Band D equivalent’. Band D is the middle band of Council Tax
and is used to represent the amount of Council Tax paid on an average property in the area. The
Band D equivalent provides a measure which allows precepts among councils of different sizes to
be compared. The estimated number of Band D equivalent properties in the tax base is notified to
the Town Council by Charnwood Borough Council prior to the precept setting exercise. The required
precept is divided by the number of houses in the tax base to get the Band D equivalent.

At its meeting held on 19 December 2023, Full Council approved the final precept calculation when it
was agreed to request a precept of £673,457 for year 2024/25. Therefore, the annual amount
payable per household is £151.40. This precept represents an increase of 9.69% which is an
increase of £13.37 per household per year, equating to 26 pence per household per week. 

Full information showing the proportion of the budget across budget cost centres can be seen on the
Syston Town Council website. 

If anyone has any queries and would like a fuller explanation of how budgeting works, then please
contact Syston Town Council.                                                                                                                   
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Ward Membership

Merton Ward
Cllr Lyn Gillard
Cllr John Lucas
Cllr Phil Walden
Cllr Scott Walker
Cllr Satish Visavadia
VACANCY
VACANCY

St Peters East Ward

St Peters West Ward

Cllr Susan Gerrard
Cllr Stephen Hampson
Cllr Sharon Norman
VACANCY

Cllr Sarah Braker
Cllr Martin Cooper
Cllr Philip Knight
Cllr Jo Porter

New Barkby Ward
Cllr Ian Hayes
Cllr David Pepper
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY

Council Meetings

March 2024 April 2024

May 2024

Tuesday, 05  Development & GP 
Tuesday, 12  Amenities 
Tuesday, 19  Resources
Tuesday, 26  Full Council

Tuesday, 02  Development & GP 
Tuesday, 09  Amenities 
Tuesday, 16  Resources
Tuesday, 23  Full Council

Tuesday, 07  Development & GP 
Tuesday, 14  Amenities
Tuesday, 21  Resources
Tuesday, 28  Full Council

Tuesday, 04  Development & GP 
Tuesday, 11  Amenities
Tuesday, 18  Resources
Tuesday, 25  Full Council

June 2024
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