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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman   Cllr I Hayes 
Cllr S Braker     Cllr A Jansari 
Cllr S Brown     Cllr P Knight 
Cllr M Cherry     Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr S Gerrard    Cllr K Pacey MBE 
Cllr L Gillard     Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr S Hampson    Cllr S Walker 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr J Poland – County Councillor 
 
179/22 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
The meeting was preceded by a period of silence to mark the passing of the 
late HM Queen Elizabeth II.  
 
180/22 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr J Lucas, Cllr L Towell and Cllr P Walden were proposed 
by the Chairman and accepted. 
 
181/22 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL 
AND/OR PREJUDICAL 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen-minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the public. 
No members of the public were present. 
 
182/22 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
A statement released by Leicestershire County Council with details of the 
unprecedented financial situation facing local government was read out by the 
Chairman. 
 
The national Cemetery of the Year Awards ceremony held on 27 September, 
awarded Syston & District Cemetery a Silver Award, the same as last year but with 
an increase of points scored against the judging criteria. 
 
183/22 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
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184/22 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL HELD ON 26 JULY 2022 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 26 July 2022.  
All in favour. 
 
185/22 LEASE AGREEMENT- CATERING AT PAVILION 
An external caterer, Delish had been appointed to run a catering service from the 
newly furnished Pavilion at Memorial Park. The rental had been agreed at £50 per 
weekend or £25 per day or part of a day, inclusive of utilities.  This would be 
reviewed after six months. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to retrospectively accept the appointment of Delish Caterers; agree for the 
Town Manager to source a lease to adapt from another Council or have one drawn 
up by a Solicitor.   
 
Cllr A Jansari, advised that the lease offer did not justify the cost of hiring a solicitor 
but in his legal capacity, he offered to over-see any lease agreement prior to it being 
adopted.  This was unanimously accepted by Council. 
All in favour. 
 
186/22 LOROS FUND RAISING EVENT INCLUDING CENTRAL PARK -
FIREWORKS 
A verbal report was provided. 
Development Committee had queried whether the public would be excluded from a 
firework display to be held at Central Park as part of a fund raising event for LOROS 
held by Tesco. 
 
There has been no clarification on this to date. 
Action: bring back to Development next week. 
All were in favour. 
 
187/22 QUOTATIONS FOR CEILING FANS IN THE BROOKSIDE 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the quotation for four ceiling fans in the Brookside at a cost of 
£2,439.11 + Vat from Metric. 
Action: to add to the Community Centre Precept for 2023/2024. 
All were in favour. 
Action :To check height clearance for a bouncy castle at the Committee Room 
end of the Brookside Suite. 
 
188/22 QUOTATION FOR H & S COVER – EW 
Ellis Whittam our HR Advisors had provided a quotation for Health & Safety cover. 
Previously this had been in place until the Facilities Manager took over this role as 
he was qualified to do so.  However, it was agreed that it was more transparent to 
have health and safety assessments carried out by an external contractor.  In 
addition, the health and safety quotation included insurances for up to 13 employees, 
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as well as public insurances and legal fees, in the case of the council ever being 
sued for an accident at any of its sites 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the Ellis Whittam Health and Safety package for three visits over 
three years at £2,100 per annum + VAT, plus £55 insurance (+ VAT, not subject to  
IPT); plus £45.50 legal expenses (including IPT).  
All were in favour. 
 
189/22 OFFER BY G WALKER TREE CARE TO PROVIDE A COPSE AT SYSTON 
& DISTRICT CEMETERY 
Rob Toon of George Walker Tree Care had offered to plant up a copse at the Syston 
& District Cemetery in memory of the late HM Queen Elizabeth II. The offer was to  
install a fence with a plaque and 100 to 200 small Birch trees behind the fence. It 
would be in areas where there were no plans to have graves.  All to be carried out at 
the expense of George Walker Tree Care, including watering and aftercare.  
 
Proposed by Cllr McLoughlin and 
Resolved to accept the offer of planting and maintaining a copse at Syston & District 
Cemetery from George Walker Tree Care. 
All were in favour. 
 
190/22 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 
Cllr Tom Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor and Charnwood Borough 
Councillor 
Charnwood Borough Council 

“The late Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  
 
The death of the late Her Majesty the queen has been a major source of sadness, 
with widespread tributes at all levels of local government and by the country as a 
whole, to the late Queen’s lifetime of service. She was a constant presence in an 
ever-changing world, a source of stability, reassurance, and comfort. A force for unity 
and dignity. Our new King, Charles 3 has pledged to continue her commitment and 
dedication to duty and service. At a time of great personal loss, he has proven his 
commitment already by making the transition seamless.  
 
South Charnwood Leisure Centre  
Charnwood Borough Council, and its leisure partner Fusion Lifestyle announced the 
£1m investment earlier this year as part of a new contract meaning the partnership 
will continue for a further five years. 

The extensive works will see improvements at Loughborough, Soar Valley and South 
Charnwood leisure centres including new gym equipment. In addition, all three sites 
will be transformed with a new layout, lighting, and flooring. 
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All exercise studios will be upgraded and will have new equipment. New purpose-
built spin studios will also be created at Loughborough and Soar Valley and a brand-
new holistic studio and sauna will be added at Loughborough Leisure Centre. 

A further £150,000 will be invested in LED lighting at all three centres to help reduce 
carbon emissions. 

Leicestershire County Council  

Tree Planting – Free Trees for landowners   
A popular scheme which offers free trees to landowners and farmers in a bid to 
encourage more tree planting across Leicestershire is now open for applications 
again. Leicestershire County Council has once again teamed up with the Woodland 
Trust to offer the free tree and hedgerow packs, which are designed to help renew 
and restore existing woodland and vegetation, as well as replacing trees which have 
been affected by diseases such as ash dieback. Each tree pack includes 45 native 
trees - 15 each of oak, crab apple and hazel. The hedgerow packs are made up of 
250 hedgerow shrubs, including a mix of hawthorn, hazel, blackthorn, field maple, 
dog rose as well as oaks to plant at regular intervals along the hedgerow. The tree 
packs are being made available to anyone who lives in Leicestershire with suitable 
areas of land to plant – including community groups, parish councils and schools, as 
well as landowners and farmers. Eligible applicants are now being invited to register 
for their free tree and hedgerow packs, in a bid to help the county council plant 
700,000 trees – one for every person in Leicestershire.” 

 
Cllr J Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
Report was tabled, with apologies for lateness from Cllr Poland.  
“Huge budget challenges at County  

Leicestershire County Council’s budget gap is set to grow from £8m to £28m next 
year – and could even top £140m by 2026 - as the ‘dire’ financial situation affecting 
local authorities intensifies. 
 
Published on Tuesday 20th September, a key report says that the council is in new 
territory and explains that global events, rising inflation – expected to continue to rise 
despite recent interventions - surging demand for services and the continued impact 
of Covid, mean costs are increasing at an unprecedented rate. 
 
It reveals that the nationally agreed pay offer alone requires the council to find an 
extra £8m, whilst every 50p added to the National Living Wage costs over £10m. 
Inflation is also expected to add another £20-to-£30m every year for the next four.  
 
Service demand is unrelenting, says the report, and expected to go up by £18m 
every year, excluding the impact of inflation. Capital costs – for building roads, 
schools and other one-off projects – could grow by £45m if infrastructure price rises 
don’t reverse. 
 
Although there are no proposals at this stage, the paper illustrates the challenge 
ahead by providing an initial list of potential areas to investigate for possible service 
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changes or reductions. This includes gritting, parks, bus subsidies, projects reducing 
smoking and boosting health, Beaumanor Hall and planned big road schemes. 
 
The Leader Nick Rushton has said: 
 
“Our financial situation is frightening, worse than the years of austerity.  We’ve lost 
£230m a year in spending power since 2010. We’re very lean so it’s not possible to 
balance the books without impacting front line services. We pride ourselves on doing 
the best we can with the money we have but we will have to make some tough 
decisions. Nothing is off the table.” 
 
As the lowest funded county council under the Government’s funding system, 
Leicestershire will always be sensitive to financial shocks. But the challenge 
currently being faced will put even the best funded local authorities under pressure. 
 
Cabinet member for finance, Lee Breckon, added: “We knew earlier in the year 
pressure was building, but a perfect storm of global events such as  Covid, Russia’s 
war in Ukraine and the cost of living crisis, plus spiralling service demand, means we 
now have to look across the board at all services. And this will include things that 
affect our everyday lives such as road repairs, gritting, big road schemes and waste 
sites, as well as support for adults and children. 
 
“No one wants to do this - and I’m acutely aware this comes at a time when people 
are increasingly struggling to make ends meet. Support for people who need it most 
will be prioritised and we’re continuing to press our MPs and the new Government 
for a better deal for our tax payers and to reform special educational needs and 
disability support.”  
 
A one per cent rise in Council Tax generates £3.6m – councils are allowed to 
increase rates by 1.99 per cent without holding a referendum. 
 
Over the autumn, residents are set to be asked to help shape plans – more 
information about how people can comment will be available later this month. 
 
The council will publish its four-year budget proposals in December. 
Thousands of Leicestershire pensioners eligible for vouchers  
 
Vouchers have been sent to around 11,000 pensioners in Leicestershire to help 
them with the continuing cost-of-living crisis. 
 
The one-off £100 payment is the latest part of Leicestershire County Council’s £10 
million-plus package of support designed to support people in the face of soaring 
energy bills and rising food prices and other day-to-day costs. The wide-ranging 
support is helping people make their homes more energy-efficient, delivering food 
vouchers for 14,000 children during school holidays and providing emergency food, 
fuel and debt advice. 
 
The voucher can be exchanged for cash at any PayPoint retailer by 16 December. 
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Information about support with cost of living is available at 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/find-help-with-cost-of-living.   
Free tree scheme aims to give away 50,000 trees to landowners 

 

A popular scheme which offers free trees to landowners and farmers in a bid to 
encourage more tree planting across Leicestershire is now open for applications 
again.  Leicestershire County Council has once again teamed up with the Woodland 
Trust to offer the free tree and hedgerow packs, which are designed to help renew 
and restore existing woodland and vegetation, as well as replacing trees which have 
been affected by diseases such as ash dieback. 
 
Each tree pack includes 45 native trees - 15 each of oak, crab apple and hazel. The 
hedgerow packs are made up of 250 hedgerow shrubs, including a mix of hawthorn, 
hazel, blackthorn, field maple, dog rose as well as oaks to plant at regular intervals 
along the hedgerow.  For larger areas of land, the scheme will also help advise and 
support the creation of new areas of woodland planting over half a hectare through 
the MOREwoods scheme.   
 
The tree packs are being made available to anyone who lives in Leicestershire with 
suitable areas of land to plant – including community groups, parish councils and 
schools, as well as landowners and farmers. Eligible applicants are now being 
invited to register for their free tree and hedgerow packs, in a bid to help the county 
council plant 700,000 trees – one for every person in Leicestershire. 
 
Last year, the county council gave away just over 30,000 trees from this and other 
similar schemes – and is hoping to top 50,000 trees this year.  Leicestershire is one 
of the least wooded areas of the country, with around six per cent woodland – well 
below the national average of 10 per cent.  Anyone who would like to apply for a free 
tree or hedgerow pack can register by 
emailing lcctreepacks@woodlandtrust.org.uk or by calling 0330 333 5303, 
quoting ‘Leicestershire County Council trees’.” 
 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
“Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

I was deeply saddened by the news from Balmoral on 8th September 2022, Her 

Majesty had been the only Monarch that I have known during my lifetime, she has 

been a mainstay of our life and Tradition and has served our country selflessly for 7 

decades, and I send my Condolences and best wishes to the Royal Family at this sad 

time.  

I was honoured to represent Syston at the reading of The Local Proclamation of King 

Charles III in Loughborough on 11th Sept where I signed the book of Condolence - 

God Save the King! 

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/find-help-with-cost-of-living
mailto:lcctreepacks@woodlandtrust.org.uk
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Syston Summer Fayre 

I was pleased to volunteer as a Marshal at this excellent Community Event on Central 

Park, we had a wonderful Sunny day and a great selection of stalls, food and drink 

and fairground rides, we were entertained by a wide variety of acts including QDC and 

Goscote Dance our local dance schools and Syston Bands, The Scouts were on hand 

to keep everyone fed and watered and we received a visit from The Mayor of 

Charnwood Councillor Jenni Tillotson, all in all a great day and a great success, a 

special thank you to the organisers for their hard work putting it all together. 

Councillor Surgeries 

We continue to hold our regular surgeries by zoom on the 1st Saturday of the month, 

the next being 1st October 2022, The zoom link will be available on The Town Council 

Website and also from our social media page.” 

 
Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
“The only meeting I had in August was at Borough, it was the monthly planning 
meeting and for the first time in ages we had a site visit. There were 2 applications 
that we visited, which gave us a better insight to what was being applied for. I also 
have another plans meeting and again there are 2 sites to visit, as before the visits 
are early afternoon after which we discuss at 5pm and that is when the decisions are 
made. 
 
I attended the Proclamation reading at Loughborough, which the mayor Cllr Jenni 
Tillotson read out. It was only a short formality, but we proclaimed King Charles III in 
front of many Loughborough residents. It has been a very sad fortnight, but I don’t 
think any of us will forget Elizabeth II and her lovely smile. 
 
I’m still recovering from my surgery, but still using my car for out of Syston meetings. 
 
Mrs Tarry of Queniborough Dance School is collecting crip packets, so if members 
wish to save their empty crisp packets could they bring them to Council please and I 
will get them to her. Or you may wish to deliver them yourself, if so could you leave 
them by her gate at 109 Broad Street making sure that they are pressed flat.” 
 
 
Cllr Ken Pacey – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
No report was given. 

191/22 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in October):  

• Development & General Purposes Committee 6 September 2022  

• Amenities Committee – No meeting held. Period of National mourning 

• Resources Committee – No meeting held. Period of National mourning 
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192/22 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
No questions raised. 
 
193/22 EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
A verbal report was given.  A clear external audit had been received from PKF 
Littlejohn. 
Officers were thanked for their work. 
 
 
194/22 FORTHCOMING PARK/TOWN EVENTS (on Council property) 
A monthly report would be provided to inform Councillors of any confirmed events 
coming up in the town. 
 
 
195/22 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
An update to the report was provided: 

• The first payment from Bisons of £1041.67 had been received.  A second 
payment was due shortly. 

• All Officers PDR’s were complete which had resulted in the re-writing and 
updating of all Officers Job Descriptions, this reflected how Officers roles were 
growing and developing. 

 
196/22 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
All actions were complete 
 

197/22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
25 October 7.30pm  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


