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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman   
Cllr S Braker      
Cllr S Brown      
Cllr M Cherry  
Cllr I Hayes 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr J Lucas     
Cllr K Pacey MBE 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr L Towell  
Cllr P Walden     
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Borough Councillor 
Cllr J Poland – County Councillor (arrived 7.45pm) 
PC Jason Stowell 
 
249/22 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
250/22 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr P Knight, Cllr A Jansari, Cllr S Gerrard, L Gillard and 
Cllr S Walker for personal reasons were proposed by the Chairman and accepted. 
 
251/22 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL 
AND/OR PREJUDICAL 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen-minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the public. 
No members of the public were present. 
 
252/22 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Town Manager announced that the Chairman of the Council had reached the 
final of the NALC Councillor of the Year Awards, which is the top five out of 100,000 
councillors. A great achievement. 
 
253/22 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
PC Jason Stowell attended the meeting. 
Cllr Hayes asked him about E Scooters; he had reported an incident involving one 
on the forecourt of the Shell Garage on Wanlip Road. It is a growing problem and 
legislation is being currently being considered on E Scooters. 
It was asked if Tesco had a security guard anymore as more thefts were being 
made. Police to investigate. 
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What percentage of arrests were made from the Police report.   
Response: It depended what category of offence it was as quite often there was 
insufficient evidence to make an arrest, and it was not an easy question to answer 
without further investigation.  
The Chairman thanked the Police Officer for attending 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
 
 
254/22 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL HELD ON 27 SEPTEMBER 2022 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 27 
September 2022.  
All in favour. 
 
 
255/22 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 
Cllr Tom Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor and Charnwood Borough 
Councillor 
Charnwood Borough Council  

Syston Community Garden  

I have been working with Hannah Coombe and her residents’ group for over a year. 
Charnwood Borough Council have been involved in drawing up a plan for the piece 
of land off Glebe Way, Syston, which has remained unused since the Hobby Horse 
Estate in Syston was built some 40 years ago.  

Syston Residents are encouraged to give their views on a proposal for a community 
garden in the town. The proposed community garden could include a wildlife pond, 
forest garden with fruit and nut trees, a woodcraft area, hedgehog houses and a 
beehive area. 

Proposed designs have been put together, Charnwood Borough Council is now after 
views from local people, a consultation is taking place until 14th November 2022 and 
Councillors can respond if they so choose. 

If local residents support the proposal, Charnwood Borough Council will consider 
using developer funding, known as section 106 agreements, to do some initial works. 
The funds would specifically be used for making environmental improvements to the 
site such as access works, fencing and a water supply. Beyond this, the community 
group, Grow Give, Live would be responsible for sourcing additional funds to deliver 
the community garden vision. 

The proposal has lots of potential and could bring many benefits to residents in 
Syston, the vision is to create a community space in the town where sustainability, 
community and wellbeing are at the heart of it. It is hoped residents get involved with 
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the outdoors, learn about sustainability and understand the positive impact it can 
have on people’s physical and mental wellbeing  

A short questionnaire has been created so Councillors and residents can offer their 
feedback and comments. 

For more information about the project and to complete the questionnaire 
visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/SystonGarden 
 
Cost of living help  
 
A webpage 
(https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/help_and_support_with_rising_cost_of_living)  
has been put together to provide information and useful links to a range of different 
agencies which may be able to help those needing support. It covers a range of 
topics, whether you’re worried about loan repayments and want to know where to get 
financial support or legal advice, want to know more about the support available for 
food provision or need information about housing, we hope the below information is 
helpful. 

The UK Government has launched Help for Households to provide a range of 
additional support. 
 
Leicestershire County Council has a webpage that features support for 
Leicestershire residents including funds, programmes, and services to help you 
and your family get through this difficult time. 
 
It is also worth checking what support you may be eligible for if you or someone you 
care for has a disability. More information about disability benefits can be found on 
the Government website. 
 
 
Leicestershire County Council 
 
Leicestershire County Council’s budget gap is set to grow from £8m to £28m next 
year – and could even top £140m by 2026 - as the ‘dire’ financial situation affecting 
local authorities intensifies. Service demand is unrelenting and expected to go up by 
£18m every year, excluding the impact of inflation. Capital costs – for building roads, 
schools, and other one-off projects – could grow by £45m if infrastructure price rises 
don’t reverse. 
 
It was known, earlier in the year pressure was building, but a perfect storm of global 
events such as Covid, Russia’s war in Ukraine and the cost-of-living crisis, plus 
spiralling service demand, means we now have to look across the board at all 
services. And this will include things that affect our everyday lives such as road 
repairs, gritting, big road schemes and waste sites, as well as support for adults and 
children. 
 
Leicestershire County Council is acutely aware this comes at a time when people are 

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/SystonGarden
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/help_and_support_with_rising_cost_of_living
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/find-help-with-cost-of-living#Find%20help%20with%20cost%20of%20living
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/find-help-with-cost-of-living#Find%20help%20with%20cost%20of%20living
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities/benefits
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increasingly struggling to make ends meet. Support for people who need it most will 
be prioritised, and they are continuing to press our MPs and the Government for a 
better deal for our taxpayers. 
 

Leicestershire County Council  

 
Cllr J Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
 
Mental health wellbeing and recovery support service relaunched 

Leicestershire County Council, NHS Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) and 
the local authorities in the city and Rutland have joined forces to relaunch the newly 
commissioned Mental Health Wellbeing and Recovery Support Service.  The service 
will see £1 million per year invested across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland 
over the next five years to provide advice, guidance and support for people’s 
emotional and mental health. 
 
The service is aimed at providing a first point of access for those who need mental 
health support. It is designed to be easy to access – people can contact the service 
direct without the need of seeing their GP – and it provides more than medical 
support, recognising that mental health issues are often caused by other stresses. 
 
After an initial assessment, support is tailored to what people need and to the 
outcomes they want to work towards. For example, it can be one-off advice or can 
be ongoing, face to face support lasting several sessions. Recovery workers are 
trained to support the person to manage their mental health and the impact it has on 
different elements of their life. Support covers topics such as finances, home and 
daily living needs, engaging in the community, employment and developing self-help 
and coping strategies. 
 
Four providers will cover different parts of the city and county, for Charnwood and 
Melton it’s the Nottingham Community housing Association.   
 
More information on mental health support can be found here: 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/adult-social-care-and-health/mental-health/mental-
health-information-advice-and-support   
 

£3 million government funding boost for adult numeracy project in Leicestershire 

A three-year programme which will help adults in Leicestershire to improve their 
numeracy skills and enable businesses to upskill their workforces has secured £3 
million in government funding.  Multiply is a £559 million national programme through 
the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), which is designed to help spread 
opportunity and level up the country. 
 
Earlier this year, Leicestershire County Council submitted a plan to the Department 
for Education for a £3 million slice of the UKSPF to allow it to deliver the national 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/adult-social-care-and-health/mental-health/mental-health-information-advice-and-support
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/adult-social-care-and-health/mental-health/mental-health-information-advice-and-support
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Multiply programme locally.  This means the council will now be able to deliver 
hundreds of free courses, wrap-around support and workshops, over the next three 
years. They will be available to adults who do not already have a GCSE grade C/4 or 
higher in maths or equivalent and need to improve their numeracy skills. 
 
Multiply will be led by the county council’s Adult Learning Service, working with 
partners including further education colleges and training providers, charitable and 
voluntary groups, and employers to deliver free numeracy courses and programmes 
throughout the county, to help people improve their numeracy skills.  Employers who 
could benefit from boosting their workforce’s skills will be able to work with the 
council and training providers to deliver bespoke courses that integrate numeracy 
and vocational elements, tailored to the needs of their workforce. 
 
The Multiply programme aims to level up opportunities for more people by increasing 
their confidence with numbers, giving them the tools they need to improve their job 
prospects and life chances. It also aims to improve the financial well-being of 
individuals and families by supporting them in managing money, becoming 
financially self-sufficient and ensuring parents support their children with numeracy-
based homework. 
 
Multiply courses will be available across Leicestershire in person or online, at work 
or at home, either on a part-time or intensive basis.  Anyone aged 19 or over who fits 
the criteria will be eligible for the free courses - but there will be a particular focus on 
supporting hard-to-reach learners and those who may not traditionally engage with 
adult learning courses. 
 
Education, skills and training deprivation has been highlighted as a key issue within 
Leicestershire, with low numeracy skills acting as a barrier to employment for a large 
number of residents, particularly in the County’s largest employment sectors - 
manufacturing, technical and retail. 
 
More information on the national Multiply programme is available at 
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/multiply/ 
 
Changes to opening times at waste sites 

The seasonal change in opening hours for Leicestershire’s recycling and household 
waste sites have now come into effect.  From Saturday 1 October to 31 March, 
autumn and winter opening times will apply, with all county council waste site 
opening times changing to 9am to 4pm, on the days they are open. Last entry will be 
at 3.55pm. 
 
Sites at Lount, Lutterworth, Melton, Mountsorrel and Whetstone are closed on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and the Barwell, Coalville, Loughborough, Market 
Harborough, and Oadby sites are closed on Thursdays and Fridays. 
 
5,000 year old mysteries from Neolithic Rothley go on display at Charnwood 
Museum 
 

https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/multiply/
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A new display of archaeological finds from Rothley - dating back almost 5,000 years 
- can now be seen at Charnwood Museum in Loughborough.  The selection of finds 
displayed reveal a spectacular later Neolithic material culture from the time when 
Stonehenge was first being built. 
 
Leicestershire County Council Museums recently received the archaeological 
archive from the University of Leicester Archaeological Services excavations at 
Rothley Lodge Farm.  The rarest object to be found was the Rothley ‘Face’ plaque, 
which is a unique example of Neolithic abstract art.  Other features found at the site, 
dating back to 2,900 BC, were a large, shallow pit possibly the remains of a sunken 
hut, which shows signs of communal feasting. The area was filled with smashed 
pottery, hundreds of pieces of worked flint including arrowheads, knives and 
scrapers and charred remains of barley. 
 
Another pit contained broken and burnt objects such as decorated pottery, roe deer 
bones, deliberately polished stone axes and a curious ‘fertility symbol.’ 
 
The display is permanent, and entry is free. For more information, including opening 
times, visit https://www.charnwoodmuseum.co.uk/ 
 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
Syston Community Garden Proposal 

Residents in Syston are being encouraged to give their views on a proposal for a 
community garden in the town. 

Charnwood Borough Council is working alongside Syston Town Council and 
community group Grow Give Live on the project which is looking to create the one 
and half acre garden on council-owned land off Glebe Way in Syston. 

The proposed community garden could include a wildlife pond, forest garden with 
fruit and nut trees, a woodcraft area, hedgehog houses and a beehive area. 

Proposed designs have been put together and the Council is now after views from 
local people. 

The consultation will run until Monday, November 14, 2022. 

If local residents support the proposal, the Council will consider using developer 
funding, known as section 106 agreements, to do some initial works. 

The funds would specifically be used for making environmental improvements to the 
site such as access works, fencing and a water supply. 

Beyond this, Grow Give Live would be responsible for sourcing additional funds to 
deliver the community garden vision. 
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For more information about the project and to complete the questionnaire 
visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/SystonGarden 

Councillor Surgeries 

We continue to hold our regular surgeries by zoom on the 1st Saturday of the month, 

the next being 5th November 2022, The zoom link will be available on The Town 

Council Website and also from our social media page. 

 
Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
Meetings have been very few, but I have tuned into the zoom briefings.  These keep us to 
date in brief of what is happening in the Charnwood area. 
 
I attended the Taylor Wimpy consultation for what I considered I would be safe to attend the 
Plans Committee, I left when discussions took place which would allow me to take part and 
vote when it did come up on the agenda.  Lyn, John and Mike attended as did Brenda 
Seaton. 
 
There was also a training session on the local plan, which was on zoom.  We were given a 
talk about what the planning inspector would look at, and when it was allowed I asked three 
questions. 
 
1    What percentage of brownfield sites to greenfield sites, and which of these would 
be used for employment land.   
 
More brownfield sites are favoured, but greenfield sites are always used. 
 
2  What is the radius to a development is used to assess if the infrastructure can be 
safe from overdevelopment. 
 
No radius was given, but I was told that the surrounding infrastructure would not be 
overstretched. 
 
3   Is the land that developers already own taken into account before any other land 
be allowed to be developed 
 
Yes  
 
Our land supply is low at 3.4 years, so hopefully the inspector will reduce the amount of 
dwellings to less than 1000 rather than them 1200 that is destined for the Charnwood area. 
 
Although I’m away on holiday, where I can, I will ‘tune’ in to keep pace of what is happening 
here. 

 
Cllr Ken Pacey – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
No report was given. Licensing was steady and not much happening in Syston. 
 

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/SystonGarden
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256/22 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in October):  

• Development & General Purposes Committee - 4 October 2022  

• Amenities Committee - 11 October 2022 

• Resources Committee - 18 October 2022 

 
 
257/22 FORMULATION OF A SCRUTINY PANEL 
The role of the Resources Committee is to scrutinise budgets when they have come 
through the committees for final approval at Full Council in December. 
If a Scrutiny Panel was set up the budgets would not have time to be approved in 
December.  An Extraordinary meeting would be required in January, meaning two 
meetings would be held in one week just to approve the budgets. 
It was pointed out that in the Terms of Reference for Resources it was under their 
remit to scrutinise the budgets set by each committee. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to leave the system as it was with Resources scrutinising the budgets for 
approval at Full Council. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
258/22 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
No questions raised. 
 
 
259/22 FORTHCOMING PARK/TOWN EVENTS (on Council property) 
A monthly report would be provided to inform Councillors of any confirmed events 
coming up in the town. 
Remembrance Day is Friday 11 November; to meet at the War Memorial at 
10.40am. 
Remembrance Sunday; to meet at Melton Road Car Park for a parade. All 
Councillors are more than welcome to join. 
There will be a service sheet and a list of people laying wreaths on the Development 
agenda. 
 
 
260/22 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
An update to the report was provided: 
The Mayor has confirmed tonight that he will be attending the opening of the Sports 
Pavilion. 
There have been a few snagging issues to sort out with the Pavilion. The boiler is 
now working automatically but the immersion heater keeps tripping out.  The phone 
connection is still to be done. 
DTM Report: Only one rotary mower has been sourced and there are no further 
Husqvarna mowers currently in the country. I will look into a possible alternative. 
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261/22 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
A template lease has been obtained for Delish Caterers from Cllr A Jansari. 
The Loros Event has been cancelled as they have not responded to any 
communications. 
Metric are to re look at the Brookside on Friday to see if fans will work with the height 
of a bouncy castle. 
 

262/22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
22 November 7.30pm  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


