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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Braker 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr M Cherry 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr I Hayes 
Cllr A Jansari 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr K Pacey MBE 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr L Towell 
Cllr P Walden 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Borough Councillor 
18 members of the public 
 
 
141/22 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection.  
 
142/22 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr P Knight, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr S Walker (personal 
reasons) and County Cllr J Poland were proposed by the Chairman and accepted. 
 
143/22 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL 
AND/OR PREJUDICAL 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen-minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the public. 
 
There were members of the public present who would be effected by the planning 
application P/22/0354/2 to build 251 houses bordering their dwellings.   A spokes- person for 
the group provided an overview of their concerns, many of which were   
material planning considerations. 
The Chairman asked them all to submit either a written letter or email to the Planning Control 
at Charnwood. The deadline was 18 August 2022. 
LCC Highways had asked Charnwood not to approve this until they had had time to go 
through all the material submitted to a satisfactory standard to be able to make a sound  
judgement on the impact on Highways the development was likely to have.   
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Item 7 was brought up the agenda so that the public could hear the Council’s 
views. 
 
144/22 PLANNING APPLICATION P/22/0354/2 – LAND AT BARKBY 
RD/QUENIBOROUGH RD SYSTON – DEVELOPMENT OF 251 HOUSES 
This proposed development would be built on area HA2 of the proposed Charnwood 
Local Plan, having a single entrance/exit on Queniborough Road. 
The closing date for comments on this application was 18 August 2022. 
The application had already been called-in by Charnwood Borough Councillor 
Daniel Grimley (representing Queniborough). 
 
This planning application was in line with the Charnwood Local Plan 2037 which had 
recently been submitted for approval. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved that the Council would object strongly to the planning application 
P/22/0354/2 in line with the residents’ concerns. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
145/22 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A letter has been received together with a certificate form Loros thanking the Council 
for their kind donation of £400 which was raised from the raffle at the Civic reception. 
 
The Chairman together with other members met with Leicestershire Police & Crime 
Commissioner Rupert Matthews. 
An opportunity was given for members to air their concerns with the PCC and he had 
produced a report responding to the concerns that were raised with him. 
 
 
146/22 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
This report was tabled. 
It was noted that there had not been any retail thefts in Syston although Aldi has 
been closed for a number of weeks. Most of the crimes were theft from catalytic 
converters. 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
 
 
147/22 TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEES & PANELS 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to appoint Cllr Mark Cherry to Development, Amenities and Resources 
Committees. 
All were in favour. 
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148/22 CEILING FANS IN THE BROOKSIDE 
The Brookside had two main purposes, that of a council chamber and also a room 
for public hire with a capacity of up to 80 people. In view of the increase in regularity 
of heatwaves and hot summers, Council were interested in installing ceiling fans. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to obtain quotations for ceiling fans in the Brookside and to bring back 
through Resources when considering next year’s budgets. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
149/22 MEMBERS FOR AUGUST RECESS PANEL 
There are no Council meeting planned during August unless for emergency decision-

making purposes, when a Recess Panel was required. It was normal practice to 

elect Chairs and Vice Chairs of Committees and Full Council to sit on the Recess 

Panel. 

Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 

Resolved to accept Cllr T Barkley, Cllr A Jansari, Cllr M McLoughlin, Cllr J Lucas, 

Cllr D Pepper, Cllr K Pacey and Cllr P Walden to sit on the Recess Panel for August 

2022. 

All were in favour. 

 
 
150/22 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
HELD ON 28 JUNE 2022 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 28 
June 2022.  
All in favour. 
 
151/22 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 
Cllr Tom Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor and Charnwood Borough 
Councillor 
Charnwood Borough Council 

Carbon Neutrality by 2030 

“Charnwood Borough Council has committed to become Carbon Neutral by 2030 

and that will involve major projects such as acquiring Solar farms developing wind 

turbines and looking at its transport fleet with a view to acquiring electric vehicles. 

There is a huge financial cost and there has to be a payback in both financial terms 

and reduction in Carbon output. The Council is leading by example and the need for 

all businesses and residents and indeed Countries around the world is imperative if 

meaningful change to protect the planet is to be achieved. Air quality Management 



MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON ON 26 JULY 2022 

                         Page  56 
 

 

Chairman………………………….. 

monitoring is also a function of Charnwood Borough Council. Poor air quality is 

deemed to cause 40,000 excess deaths in the United Kingdom annually. The main 

pollutants measured are Nitrous Oxide (Emissions from cars), Particulate matter and 

Sulphur Dioxide, the latter two being through burning of wood, paper, and coal in the 

main.  

Commonwealth Games Baton welcomed to Loughborough  

I was lucky enough to be part of the party welcoming the Commonwealth games 

Baton to Loughborough on Monday 11th July as it winds its way through the 

commonwealth countries and town and cities. It received a warm welcome in Market 

Place and Queens Park with many residents turning out to enjoy the sunshine and 

the entertainment. The games are in Birmingham later in July”. 

Leicestershire County Council  

Charging Points  

“The county council is a partner in a bid for almost £1million in funding, as part of the 
Government’s Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) pilot. 

If successful, the money - which totals £935,355 - will be distributed between 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Herefordshire, Rutland and Stoke-on-Trent councils. 

It is projected this investment could unlock a further £2.8million from the private 
sector to install a total of 349 public electric vehicle (EV) charging points across the 
Midlands. 

In Leicestershire, the funding will be used for up to 100 EV charging points across all 
seven districts. 
 
The majority will be on-street chargers in residential areas, alongside some publicly 
available chargers situated in county council-owned car parks and other county 
council-owned sites, including libraries. I will be writing to confirm our interest in 
acquiring an electric charging point at Syston Library as well as any other suitable 
location  

Help with cost of living – Leicestershire County Council is investing £7.2 million to 
support struggling families over 12 months. £3 Million to make homes more energy 
efficient. 11,000 Pensioners on Pension credit will receive help with a one-off 
payment of £100. 14,000 children who are eligible for free school meals with 
continue to do so during the six-week summer holiday, Full details at: 
leicestershire.gov.uk/cost-of-living. 
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Cllr J Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
 
Extremely tough financial decisions ahead for county as spiralling inflation bites  
 
“Surging inflation has forced Leicestershire County Council to consider extra steps to 
save millions of pounds. At its meeting on the 24th June Leicestershire County 
Council’s cabinet has asked senior finance officers to look at reducing capital 
expenditure and identify further potential savings in addition to those set out in 
February in its four-year Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS). 
 
National and global events since then have triggered a decline in the overall financial 
situation affecting all councils including Leicestershire. With inflation already at nine 
per cent - and expected to pass 11 per cent by October – the costs of providing day-
to-day council services, as well a crucial long-term major infrastructure projects to 
accommodate a growing county population, have surged. 
 
For example, each 50p increase in the National Living Wage means an extra £10 
million for the council to find.  The cost of providing statutory social care for 
vulnerable and older adults and children will be the main service costs driven up 
sharply by inflation. 
 
Leicestershire, which is the worst funded county council, is continuing to lobby MPs 
and press the Government for a fairer way of funding local authorities but has 
warned it cannot afford to wait for reforms. Previously the council calculated there 
would be a be an £8 million gap between what it needs to spend and its income next 
year but now says inflation, and other pressures, have widened that to around £20 
million. By 2025/26 the budget gap is predicted to increase from £40 million to £70 
million unless further action is taken. 
 
Officers have been asked to start working on new savings proposals as a matter of 
urgency which will have to include popular services such as support to businesses, 
highways maintenance, waste sites and buses, as well as in the more significant 
adults and children’s social care budgets. 
The inflationary impact on Leicestershire’s £500 million capital programme can’t be 
ignored and some existing schemes will need to be cancelled, mothballed or 
reduced in scope. This will inevitably mean a pause on non-essential capital 
schemes. 
 
We do not want to do this, but we know from experience that local authorities which 
have reacted early to financial challenges have managed the best. Waiting to find 
out exactly how bad things will get serves only to limit our options later and leave the 
County looking at knee-jerk decisions. A progress update on the extra savings is to 
be outlined to the council’s cabinet in September. 
  
 



MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON ON 26 JULY 2022 

                         Page  58 
 

 

Chairman………………………….. 

County Council in line for £3m government funding to boost adult numeracy  
 
Adults in Leicestershire looking to improve their numeracy skills and businesses 
looking to upskill their workforces are set to benefit from a £3 million project which 
will allow Leicestershire County Council to deliver hundreds of free courses over the 
next three years. The council has submitted a bid to the Department for Education 
which would secure the authority a £3 million slice of the UK Shared Prosperity fund 
to allow it to deliver the national Multiply programme. 
 
Funding for Multiply in Leicestershire is part of a national £2.6 billion investment 
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, which is designed to help spread 
opportunity and level up the country. Up to £559 million in total will be invested 
across the UK to support the delivery of the government’s Multiply programme. 
 
Multiply aims to level up opportunities for more people by increasing their confidence 
with numbers, giving them the tools, they need to improve their job prospects and life 
chances, help children with the schoolwork and feel more confident managing their 
household budgets. 
 
Set to launch this autumn, it will offer adults who do not already have a GCSE grade 
C/4 or higher in maths or equivalent, and need to improve their numeracy, free 
flexible courses that fit around their lives. 
 
Courses will be available: 
 

• across Leicestershire in person or online, at work or at home, and either on a 
part time or intensive basis 

• to anyone who fits the criteria - but there will be a particular focus on 
supporting hard to reach learners and those who may not traditionally engage 
with adult learning courses 
 

Multiply will be led by Leicestershire County Council’s adult learning service, working 
with partners including colleges, businesses, district councils, voluntary 
organisations, and community groups. 
 
Employers who could benefit from boosting their workforce’s skills will be able to 
work with the council and training providers to deliver maths GCSEs, work-ready 
functional skills qualifications or programmes tailored to the needs of their workforce.  
Education, skills and training deprivation has been highlighted as a key issue within 
Leicestershire, with low numeracy skills acting as a barrier to employment for a large 
number of residents, particularly in the County’s largest employment sectors - 
manufacturing, technical and retail. 
 
The Multiply programme also aims to improve the financial well-being of individuals 
and families by supporting them in managing money, becoming financially self-
sufficient and ensuring parents are able to support their children with numeracy-
based homework”. 
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Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
Help at Hand 
Central Park 9th July 

“My Wife and Daughter attended this event on my behalf as I am recovering from an 
operation. Thank you to all the volunteer groups who were on hand to discuss how 
they can help the members of our community; it was a very well attended event on a 
sunny Saturday and our MP Mr Ed Argar was also in attendance. 

Charnwood Borough Council 'extremely disappointed' by delay to Local Plan 
hearings 

Planning inspectors have paused public hearings which are being held as part of the 
statutory scrutiny process for Charnwood Borough Council’s Local Plan. 

The inspectors have postponed the remaining sessions to allow more time for the 
consideration of information relating to Leicester’s unmet housing need. Leicester 
does not have enough land for the new homes and employment land it needs in 
future years. Councils in Leicestershire have agreed to work together to share this 
unmet need. 

An assessment was published recently looking at a range of issues connected to 
Leicester’s unmet need. It was released in May, months after Charnwood’s Local 
Plan was submitted to Government at the end of last year. 

The first week of hearings ended on Thursday, June 30 and were due to resume on 
July 12. The planning inspectors have not indicated how long the hearings will be 
delayed for. 

Cllr Richard Bailey, the Council’s lead member for planning, said: “We are extremely 
disappointed the hearings have been delayed. 

“To be very clear, this delay is not about the quality of Charnwood’s Local Plan but 
about Leicester’s unmet need. While we are not responsible for how another area 
meets its own need for new homes and employment, we have as a county already 
agreed to work together to help the city. It is not in the interests of the borough and 
its residents to further delay the Local Plan process. 

“Our local plan has been robustly prepared taking account of evidence and we firmly 
believe it delivers growth in a sustainable way and helps safeguard our local 
environment and build strong communities. 

“However, we respect the planning inspectors’ decision, and we will continue to work 
hard to adopt the Charnwood Local Plan as soon as we can.” 

Charnwood’s Local Plan 2021-37 provides a robust strategy for growth which 
simultaneously safeguards the environment and helps build healthy communities. It 
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identifies how the borough will meet increased Government targets for new homes, 
as well as providing employment land and critical infrastructure. 

For more information on the Local Plan, please 
visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/localplan 
 

Councillor Surgeries 
 
The Next Councillor Surgery will be held on 6th August 2022 at 10am – this will be a 
Zoom meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town 
Councils Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page, this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County 
Councillors about Issues in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you 
need us”. 
 
Cllr Bradshaw added that he had been assisting residents to submit letters to the 
planning portal at Charnwood regarding the planning application P/22/0354/2. 
 
 
Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
“I attended through Teams the Air Quality training and information meeting, this 
showed where Charnwood have placed the “collection tubes” throughout the 
Borough. The collection tubes are now in sets of three, and Syston has four sets 
throughout the town. I asked the question of why we only have a yearly report of the 
air quality, the training officer told us that this was going to be reduced to six monthly 
reports. Then in the future we would have monthly reports coming through, as the 
technology improved all the time. 
 
I have missed a planning meeting due to the fact I was in hospital, but after any 
meeting or training session everything is more or less on-line. 
 
Another zoom meeting I attended was the MDMRG, which is a panel of Borough 
Councillors from the different parties.  We look at the different committees and what 
is bought before them for scrutiny, and what area we would like to be trained on. The 
attendance record of all the councillors was also considered, and if attendance is 
poor how can Councillors be helped. I always ask for twice yearly sessions on 
personal safety, and the fellow members agree. And for IT training, I’ll admit that I 
can never get enough of IT training”.  
 
Cllr Ken Pacey – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
No report was given. 

152/22 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in September):  

• Development & General Purposes Committee 5 July 2022  

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/localplan
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• Amenities Committee 12 July 2022  

• Resources Committee 19 July 2022  

 
153/22 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
No questions raised. 
 
154/22 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
The report was tabled.  
 
Action: It was asked if public events in parks could go under information on 
agendas. 
 
 
155/22 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
All actions were complete 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman and resolved that the public, including the press, 
be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. All in 
favour. 
 
 

158/22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
27 September 7.30pm  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


