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Syston Topic  
Serving the people of Syston 

Welcome… 
To the December and final edition of the Syston 

Topic this year. We hope that you have found this 

Newsletter informative over 2020 and we will be 

continuing this publication throughout next year. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all 

Syston residents and Businesses.  

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter 

with photographs of Syston or letters/comments 

please contact sophie@systontc.org.uk  Mark 

your  

email Syston Topic in the subject 

 

Syston Christmas Event 

2019 

mailto:sophie@systontc.org.uk


Issue 6 I December 2020 

Page 2 of 21 
 

 

 

Contents 

Page 3 – Remembrance Day 2020 

Page 4 – Councillor Profile – Cllr Satish Visavadia 

Page 5 – Covid 19 – Update and current Restrictions 

Page 6 – Covid 19 – Tier 3 Restrictions 

Page 7 – Councillor Surgery 

Page 8 – Defibrillator relocation 

Page 9 – Christmas Event Cancellation  

Page 10 – Retirement of Senior Groundsman David Smith and 

Welcome to Josh 

Page 11 – Minutes of Full Council Meeting November 2020 

Page 12 – Car Park Resurfacing and Bench Donated by Gambles 

Page 13 – Zip Wire Replacement and Tree Works on Central Park 

Page 14 – Town Managers Report November 2020 

Page 15 – Memorial Railings and Car Park Advice 

Page 16 – Want to make a difference to Syston? Here’s How 

Page 17 – Floor Cleaning and Chapel decorated for Christmas 

Page 18 – Contact Details 

Page 19 – Dates for your Diary and How to get involved with Syston 

Topic 

Page 20 – Christmas Waste Collections and Christmas Tree Disposal 



Issue 6 I December 2020 

Page 3 of 21 
 

Remembrance Day 2020 

Original plans for Remembrance Day had to be changed this year due to Covid-19 

Restrictions. It was unfortunate that we could not have the usual parade and service. 

Wreath layers were asked to attend the War Memorial at set times to lay their 

wreaths and pay their respects to those who fought during the world wars. In 

attendance were members of the Royal British Legion, The Deputy Lieutenant of 

Charnwood and members of Syston Town Council and Leicestershire County 

Council. Syston Band were also in attendance to play the Last Post before the two-

minute silence at 11am. The public were asked to stand on their doorsteps for the 

two-minute silence and display a picture of a poppy in their window which could be 

downloaded from the Syston Town Council website or cut out of the latest edition of 

Syston Town News.  

The Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery also commemorated the day by beautifully 

decorating the Chapel at the Cemetery and raised some money for the Poppy 

Appeal. Thank you to the Friends for doing such a fantastic job.  

You may have noticed that the lamppost poppies were also put up throughout the 

Town Centre these remained up for a week after Remembrance Day. Syston’s 

mystery knitter also created a fantastic post box topper for the post box on the High 

Street to commemorate the day. 

Photos below. 
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Councillor Profile – Councillor Satish Visavadia 

I was born in Kenya and came to England in 1974. Educated and raised 

in Leicester, I spent my working life in the world of education, across a 

variety of disciplines and sectors globally, 

from schools, colleges, universities to 

consultancy work. My passion and 

dedication to my profession has enabled 

me to excel to the highest standards in my 

profession and was awarded a 

professorship in education in 2015. 

Education is one area I believe, that 

connects people and communities, 

providing life changing opportunities to 

anyone who embraces it. Over the years, 

my pastoral work combined with my interest in communities, led me to 

become a local parish councillor in the Harborough district area of 

Leicestershire in 2013.  I have been actively involved on an adhoc basis 

in many community activities since then.  I relocated to Syston area in 

2016 and later joined the Syston Town Council which has been an 

amazing experience for me, meeting the local community members and 

learning how local democracy really works.  

The council has 20 local representative members supported by an 

extraordinary town council clerk who, with a team of dedicated staff and 

volunteers, ensure that we keep the town and the communities 

operational, safe and developing, ensuring local interests are at the 

heart of the council’s priorities in every possible way.  I have come to 

understand, from my experiences, the complexities of governance at all 

levels, and understand the frustrations that can so often be present 

when red tape gets in the way of achieving the best possible outcomes 

for people in our communities.  In my view, the impact of Covid 19 on 

our communities is self-evident and changes in the way we deliver our 

local services is now changing for all of us. As our work with the Syston 

Town Council progresses, our new challenge is now to face the “new 

normal” and to ensure that we deliver the very best possible outcomes in 

the interests of our local communities both now and in the future. 

PROFESSOR AND CLLR SATISH VISAVADIA – Merton Ward 

You can contact Cllr Visavadia at mailbox@systontc.org.uk  

mailto:mailbox@systontc.org.uk
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Covid 19 – Restrictions  

On December 3rd, the national restrictions currently in place will be lifted, 

and we will return to a tiered system. Unfortunately, Leicestershire will 

be in Tier 3 which is the highest level of restrictions. This includes 

Syston.  

Syston Town Council are still operating with officers working from home 

and one officer in the office per day to answer the phones. The estates 

team are still working as normal to keep the parks and cemeteries 

maintained. All Council meetings are taking place on Zoom and will 

continue to do so until it is safe to return to face to face meetings.  

The hire of rooms at the Community Centre has been temporarily 

withdrawn whilst restrictions are in place although support groups are 

allowed to continue, this includes Mental Health groups.  

Football games are still taking place on Memorial Park with social 

distancing guidelines being adhered to.  
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Councillors Surgery 

If you have an issue in Syston that you would like to discuss with Council then this 

Zoom event is for you.  

Due to the current coronavirus pandemic, Councillor surgeries are running via Zoom. 

Please check our Facebook and Twitter pages as well as the noticeboards for 

announcements and meeting access links on the next surgery www.systontc.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Councillor Ken Pacey 

Charnwood Borough 

Council 

Councillor Tom Barkley 

Syston Town Council Chairman 

Leicestershire County Councillor 

Charnwood Borough Councillor 

Councillor James Poland 

Leicestershire County 

Councillor 

Councillor Sue Gerrard 

Syston Town Councillor 

Charnwood Borough 

Councillor 

Councillor Simon Bradshaw 

Charnwood Borough 

Councillor 

Next Councillors Surgery is: (zoom link to be publicised each month 

on Syston Town Council website, Facebook and Twitter) 

 

5 December 2020   10am – 11am   

6 February 2021  10am – 11am   

6 March 2021   10am – 11am  

 

Catherine Voyce 

Town Manager 

Syston Town Council 

http://www.systontc.org.uk/
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Defibrillator moved to Bowling Club – Central Park 

You may have noticed that there is a defibrillator located at the front of 
the clubhouse to the left of the front door. This was previously housed at 
Tesco on Melton Road, for approximately three years; and is now 
situated in a prime location for Central Park, which in a normal year, 
hosts six plus major public events a year. 
 
The defibrillator has a weekly function test and this is carried out by 
Syston Town Council staff and reported to the Community Heartbeat 
Trust.  
 
Four steps to take if someone is having a cardiac arrest: 
Cardiac arrests can happen to anyone, at any time. The following steps 
give someone the best chance of survival. If you come across someone 
in cardiac arrest: 

1. Call 999 
2. Start CPR 
3. Ask someone to bring a defibrillator if there is one nearby 
4. Turn on the defibrillator and follow its instructions. 

There is a code to unlock the defibrillator and that is provided to you 
when you call 999.    

Who can use a defibrillator? 

You do not need to be trained to use 
a defibrillator – anyone can use it. 
There are clear instructions on how 
to attach the defibrillator pads. It then 
assesses the heart rhythm and will 
only instruct you to deliver a shock if 
it is needed. You cannot deliver a 
shock accidentally; the defibrillator 
will only allow you to shock if it is 
needed. 

 

 

 

https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/how-to-do-cpr
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Christmas Event 2020 – CANCELLED  

The coronavirus pandemic has meant that we have had to cancel the 

towns annual Christmas Event and light switch on this year. We were 

very disappointed to have to do this as the Christmas event is always a 

fantastic day and thoroughly enjoyed by all. The Christmas Tree will be 

in Park Square as usual and the Christmas lights around the Town will 

still be lit and are currently being installed ready for the switch on which 

will be the evening of Friday  

4th December.  

Photos from 2019 event: 
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David hangs up his Trowel 

Senior Groundsman, David Smith 

has retired after 32 years’ service 

with Syston Town Council. 

During his service, he has 

transformed Central Park into a 

Silver Gilt winner in the East 

Midlands in Bloom competition. 

Another major achievement has 

been the creation of the much-

loved Peace Gardens, formerly 

derelict tennis courts. 

A well-known and popular personality in Syston, he has engaged with 

local businesses and, over the years has secured £’000s of sponsorship 

for hanging baskets, flower tubs and planting schemes around the town. 

He has encouraged and trained an army of volunteers to assist with 

weeding and planting. 

We wish David well in his retirement, he will be very much missed. 

 

Welcome to Josh 

I would like to introduce you to Josh who 

is a new addition to our Estates Team 

here at Syston Town Council. Josh has 

come from a background in landscape 

gardening so is used to working 

outdoors in all weathers! Josh’s main 

interest is football, and he is an avid 

Leicester City fan. So, if you see Josh 

about Syston then please stop to say 

hello. 
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Minutes of November Full Council  

Present: Cllr T Barkley, Cllr S Brown, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr S 

Hampson, Cllr P Knight, Cllr J Lucas, Cllr M McLoughlin, Cllr K Pacey, Cllr 

D Pepper, Cllr L Towell, Cllr S Visavadia, Cllr P Walden, Cllr S Walker 

In Attendance: Ms C Voyce, Ms K Liquorish, Ms S Brown, Cllr S 

Bradshaw, Cllr J Poland 

Apologies: Cllr M Carnall, Cllr H Screaton  

 

Announcements and Communications 

LCC had advised that essential works were required at Brook Bridge in 

Syston. Bollards would be installed to prevent vehicles parking. A road 

closure would not be required. Detailed plans and proposed date were to 

follow. 

CBC had issued new Covid-19 graphics and posters. The floor graphics 

were slip-resistant and would be installed by qualified fitters. 

Quotation for Replacement Christmas Lights in Two Trees 

During installation of the Christmas lights this year, Metric had found that 

lights on two trees at Brookside were damaged, making them inoperative 

and unsafe. Two sets of lights with electrical installation by Metric - 

£1,738.28 + VAT. Tindle Tree Care would install the lights in both trees 

for £240 + VAT. It was proposed and Resolved to use Christmas Event 

Budget Code 110 to replace the lights in two trees on Brookside, at a cost 

of £1,738.28 + VAT (Metric Services) and £240 + VAT (Tindle Tree Care). 

Opening of Chapel on Sundays at Barkby Road Cemetery 

Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery had requested the Chapel be open 

every Sunday 10am to 2pm, they would lock and unlock the Chapel 

themselves. Proposed by and Resolved to approve the opening and 

closing of the Chapel at Barkby Road Cemetery by the Friends of 

Barkby Road Cemetery, between 10am and 2pm on Sundays. Signs to 

be installed to remind visitors to sanitise. 

Panel Membership for Cllr Ken Pacey 

Following standing down as Chairman for personal reasons, Cllr K 

Pacey had confirmed which panels he would like to join. Proposed and 

Resolved to accept Cllr K Pacey as a member of Pavilion Panel, 
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bowling club liaison panel, Biffa liaison panel and Cemetery Phase Two 

Panel. 

Date of Next Meeting 15 December 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

Car Park Resurfacing 

Residents and 

visitors may have 

noticed that the 

car park on Melton 

road in Syston’s 

Town centre 

was shut for a few 

days In October 

to be 

resurfaced. We would like to thank Charnwood Borough Council for the 

excellent work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bench Donated by Gambles Funeral Directors to 

Syston and District Cemetery  

A bench which was kindly donated by Gambles Funeral Directors has 

been installed at the Syston and District Cemetery. A photo of the bench 

in situ is below. Thank you once again to Gambles.  
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Zipwire Replacement 

We are happy to announce that the zipwire on Deville Park has been 

repaired after being damaged for sometime due to dogs being allowed 

by their owners to chew and destroy the seat. The zipwire is a firm 

favourite with children and it is disappointing that it is frequently 

damaged. We are hoping now that it has been replaced it won’t be 

vandalised again.  
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Tree Works 

Unfortunately, 

two trees (Cherry Tree and 

Beech Tree) in Central Park 

are diseased and need to be 

felled. This will be 

happening between the 11th and 13th of January and so the area will be 

closed off to the public for these works to take place. We will keep 

residents informed of progress on our website and social media pages.  

 

 

 

Town Managers Report – November 2020 

Councillor Vacancies 
There are four at the Council in wards: 
- Merton – St Peters West – New Barkby. 
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Syston and District Cemetery 
Cemetery rules in terms of attendance at funerals have remained 
unchanged during the second lock-down. Up to 30 people in attendance 
including funeral directors. Caretaker is stewarding toilet usage at 
Barkby Road Cemetery (one in the area at one time) and Cllr DP is 
stewarding the Syston & District Cemetery toilets. 
 
Pavilion 
Short listing took place on 11 November; Interviews were held on 
16 November.  A further meeting with the architect is planned for 24 
November when a decision to appoint will be made. 
 
Syston Allotments 
Age UK are in the process of taking on a communal allotment plot for 
use by elderly residents in Syston.  Charnwood member grants are 
proving some financial support in the supply of gardening equipment for 
Age UK.  A grass verge outside the allotments that was dug up by road 
contractors and promised to be re-turfed has still not carried out.  I am 
chasing this up for the third time. 
 
CCTV Melton Road, by the railway station 
Structural test results came in and were immediately submitted to LCC.  
They are currently working with ADT to finalise this. 
 
Air Quality in Syston 
I had a very interesting meeting with Peter Wetherill from Charnwood 
Borough Council who explained how the monitors worked, the locations 
in Syston, current concerns and the future of monitoring.   
 
Litter and Litter Bin Panel Meeting 
A one-off meeting was held to look in more detail at solutions to the 
continuing problem of cigarette related litter in the gutters as well as the 
provision of litter bins in the town. 
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Memorial Railings  

The railings around the memorial by the Peace Garden on Central Park 

have been repainted by our estates team. This was done prior to 

Remembrance Day. Cllr Ken Pacey kindly donated the hammerite paint 

and brushes to us. Eventually all the railings surrounding Central Park 

will be repainted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car Park Advice  

We at Syston Town Council receive many complaints from residents and 

those visiting Syston regarding parking fines received from parking in the 

Town Square Car Park on Walkers Way. This Car Park is privately 

owned and ran by Euro Car Parks. It is a pay and display car park which 

is monitored by CCTV and number plate recognition (NPR). Please do 

not think you can park for a few minutes without paying; you will receive 

a penalty charge notice with a hefty bill to pay; there does not appear to 

be any leniency to appeals. If you do pay to park in this Car Park, we 

recommend that you keep your ticket for at least two weeks after you 

have parked in case you have to prove payment. 
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Do you want to make a difference in syston? Do you 

have a few hours to spare each month? 

How much time do you spend a month on social media? Instead of using up valuable brain 

power on the internet, have you considered using your time more effectively by giving 

something back to Syston and its community? Working as a Councillor, you will find yourself 

in a stimulating environment where you can stretch and challenge your abilities whilst 

gaining useful knowledge and skills.  

When you are elected or co-opted onto Syston Town Council, you are taking up a civic office 

that can make a real difference to Syston and its people. Council work can be challenging, 

exciting and at times frustrating. As you benefit from training, gain experience, and build your 

confidence, you will have the personal satisfaction of knowing you and your Council have 

made a difference. All committee meeting and Full Council meetings are held on Tuesday 

evenings. The minimum commitment is one Tuesday evening each month (excluding August 

when the Council are in recess).  

Please contact me in the first instance if you are interested in becoming a Councillor, mark 

the subject heading Councillor Vacancy. catherine@systontc.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

Ward Membership 

Merton Ward   St Peters East Ward   

Cllr Lyn Gillard   Cllr Sharon Brown   

Cllr John Lucas   Cllr Susan Gerrard   

Cllr Ken Pacey   Cllr Stephen Hampson   

Cllr Satish Visavadia  Cllr Mike Mcloughlin 

Cllr Phil Walden        

Cllr Scott Walker 

VACANCY 

 

New Barkby Ward   St Peters West Ward 

Cllr David Pepper  Cllr Tom Barkley 

Cllr Harold Screaton  Cllr Malwyn Carnall 

Cllr Lara Towell   Cllr Phillip Knight 

VACANCY    Cllr Scott Walker 

VACANCY    VACANCY 

mailto:catherine@systontc.org.uk
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Floor Cleaning 

The flooring at the Community Centre has been deep cleaned in all 

rooms ready for the new year when we can allow bookings to go ahead 

again.  

 

Chapel Christmas  

The Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery have kindly decorated the chapel 

ready for Christmas. Thank you to the friends for making the Chapel look 

so lovely throughout the year. Below are some photos from the Chapel.   
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All Councillors can be contacted via Syston 

Town Council 

Syston Town Council  Phone: 0116 260 7150 

Community Centre  Email: mailbox@systontc.org.uk  

School Street 

Syston 

Leics 

LE7 1HN 

 

Town Manager:     Catherine Voyce 

Deputy Town Manager:   Ursula Southan 

Senior Administrator:    Kay Liquorish  

Assistant to the Town Manager: Sophie Brown  

Facilities Manager:   Jason Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squirrels – Central Park 

(Photos by Kay Liquorish)  

 

 

 

mailto:mailbox@systontc.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary 

Council Meetings: 

December 2020     February 2021 

Tuesday, 01 Development & GP             Tuesday, 02 Development & GP 

Tuesday, 01 Amenities    Tuesday, 09 Amenities 

Tuesday, 08 Resources    Tuesday, 16 Resources 

Tuesday, 15 Full Council    Tuesday, 23 Full Council 

       

January 2021     March 2021 

Tuesday, 12     Development & GP   Tuesday, 02 Development & GP  

Tuesday, 12    Amenities    Tuesday, 09 Amenities  

Tuesday, 19     Resources    Tuesday, 16 Resources 

Tuesday, 26     Full Council   Tuesday, 23 Full Council 

All meetings take place via Zoom at 7.30 pm, unless stated otherwise. Details are 

posted on Council noticeboards, website, Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 

Contributions 

If you would like to contribute or have your question answered in the 

next issue please email sophie@systontc.org.uk mark your email Letters 

Syston Topic or alternatively write to: 

  

F.A.O Sophie Brown 

Syston Town Council, Community Centre, School Street, Syston, 

Leicester,  

LE7 1HN 

 

mailto:sophie@systontc.org.uk
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Christmas Tree Disposal 

If you would like your Christmas Tree to be disposed of in an 

environmentally friendly way. Please deposit it in the marked bay at 

Syston and District Cemetery (to the left of Millstone Lodge)  

Syston & District 

Cemetery 

Drovers Road  

Syston 

Leicester 

LE7 2FS 


