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It was with heartfelt sorrow that we learned of the death of His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  
 
Our thoughts are with the Royal Family at this time. 
 
Our Chairman, said: "This is a very sad day for our nation and on behalf of the 
Syston Town, I would like to express our sincerest condolences to the Royal Family. 
"The Duke of Edinburgh selflessly served our country for so many years and earned 
the respect of not just this nation, but of those around the world. 
 
"Now is a time for mourning, but we should remember the Duke with pride and 
affection." 
 
Flags were flown at half-mast at the Council's office and at the War Memorial and an  
online book of condolence was opened for Charnwood residents who wished to 
leave a message.  Details of the Royal Family’s online book of condolence were also 
provided. 
 

Syston Topic  
Serving the people of Syston 

https://www.theonlinebookcompany.com/OnlineBooks/CharnwoodHRHPP/Content/Filler#Book%20of%20Condolence
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Route out of Lockdown - Room Hire 
With the announcement of the new roadmap out of lockdown and the vaccine rollout, 

we are looking forward to finally being able to open the Community Centre again for 

room hire bookings. From April 12, we will be able to open our doors for bookings for 

support groups and parent and child groups with up to 15 people. Parties will be 

accepted from 21 June 2021 when hopefully most restrictions will be lifted. All 

bookings will be provisional for the time being due to the everchanging situation.  

The community centre has been deep cleaned in addition to the sanding and 

polishing of the floors in the Brookside Suite, reception area and corridors ready for 

reopening. Take a look at the photos below. 

Barkby Road Cemetery - New Look  

The heather plants at the front of the Barkby Road Cemetery have been removed 

from the beds which run along the sides of the central channel. The area was 

becoming very untidy as voiced by some visitors and several plants were past their 

best. The Friends of the Barkby Road Cemetery suggested the removal of all 

heathers and replace them with grey shale. This was carried out by our estates team 

and has been well received. We are hoping to achieve a Green Flag Award during 

2021/22. Some photos of the newly gravelled area are below. 
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RSPB Garden Bird Watch 

Thanks to Councillor David Pepper, the Syston and District Cemetery now houses a 

bird feeding area. The RSPB held their annual bird watching event from 29th to the 

31st January 2021. Cllr David Pepper managed to spot lots of different species of 

bird such as Blackbirds, Blue Tits, Magpies, Robins, Crows and even a pheasant or 

two. A bug hotel is also on site which is attracting lots of insects which is great for the 

environment.  
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New Councillors – Cllr Salome Tonge and Cllr 

Scott Walker 

Welcome to new Councillors Salome Tonge and Scott Walker, both have joined the 

council and are serving Merton Ward. 

Syston’s Knitting Banksy strikes again!! 

Syston’s Knitting Banksy has been causing quite a stir again in the town with another 

amazing post box topper outside of the Post Office on High Street. The most recent, 

the full Leicester City team have been knitted and now adorn the top of the post box. 

The team have made it to the finals of the FA Cup for the first time since 1969! 

Here’s hoping for Leicester City’s first ever FA Cup success against Chelsea on 15 

May 2021.  

An Easter display was also created depicting a lovely Bunny Easter Egg hunt for the 

Easter week.  
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Central Park Improvements 

I am sure many of our residents and visitors 

have noticed the recent improvements to 

Central Park by our Estates Team over the 

last few months. The rotten posts around 

Park Square have been removed and 

replaced with sleepers which are sturdier and 

rustic in keeping with the area. Most of the 

hedges have been cut back making the park 

look more open and welcoming for our 

residents. The peace garden is work in 

progress with the boundary being cut back to 

open up the area letting in more light. We are entering the upcoming East Midlands 

in Bloom competition this year and every effort is going in to make the park look it’s 

best for judging day.  

 

Regretfully a large beech tree and a cherry 

tree have had to be felled due to disease. 

It is within our tree policy to replace any 

tree felled with another, but this won’t 

necessarily be on Central Park.  

 

 

Captain Sir Tom Moore Tributes 

After the sad passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore. The gate at the war memorial were 

opened on Central Park to allow residents to leave flowers and pay their respects to 

a wonderful gentleman. The chapel at Barkby Road Cemetery was also opened and 

decorated by the Friends to allow people to sign a book of condolence. 
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Littering and Anti-Social Behaviour on our parks 

In recent weeks we have been faced with more and more antisocial littering on our 

parks. Central Park has been the main target with bottles being smashed on the 

Children’s play area and the skate park which could be extremely dangerous for 

young children wanting to use the facilities. The peace garden and the bowling green 

have also been targets for glasses being smashed and litter being strewn. Both 

mindless incidents were covered by CCTV and have been reviewed and forwarded 

onto the Police. The incidents seem to be occurring in the evenings and late nights. 

Photos of the mess can be seen below. 
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Minutes of March 2021 Full Council (summarised)  

Present: Cllr T Barkley (Chairman), Cllr S Brown, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr S 

Hampson, Cllr P Knight, Cllr J Lucas, Cllr M Mcloughlin, Cllr K Pacey, Cllr D Pepper, Cllr S 

Tonge, Cllr S Visavadia, Cllr P Walden, Cllr S Walker 

In Attendance: Ms C Voyce, Ms U Southan, Mrs K Liquorish, Miss S Brown, Cllr S 

Bradshaw (CBC) Cllr J Poland (CC), Alison Williamson (EIA Project Manager), One 

member of the press  

Apologies: Cllr H Screaton, Cllr M Carnall 

Announcements and Communications 
Legislation for allowing the holding of remote council meetings would expire on 7 

May 2021. Councils were being asked to start making preparations to return to face 

to face meetings.  

 
Proposed Change to Footpath – Pukka Pies 

A representative from EIA Project Management gave an overview of their proposal to 

widen the existing public footpath from one metre wide to two meters wide as well as 

an alternative to divert it around the site of Pukka Pies plant. The widening of the 

path would make it a lot safer for the public as well as allowing it to be accessible by 

mobility scooter and pushchairs. It was proposed and resolved to support Pukka 

Pies application to widen the footpath by two metres and to divert it as shown on the 

plan provided to members.  

 

CCTV Provision Melton Road (near Railway Station) 

This had been discussed at the March Resources meeting. Since the meeting the 

quotation of £3,380 from Western Power had been withdrawn, as it was determined 

that the supply could be taken from an unmetered supply. It was proposed and 

resolved to continue with the installation and to grant the Town Manager authority to 

spend up to an additional £1,500 to complete the wiring element relating to the data 

cabinet and CCTV to be carried out in conjunction with LCC and ADT, this cost, in 

addition to with any capital cost relating to the data box, which is still to be installed 

would be taken from General Amenities/Development Capital Reserves in the next 

financial year. 

 

Council Operations during COVID-19 Pandemic 

- Community Centre office was currently partially manned by staff, only exempt 
groups allowed for room bookings. 

- From June 21 Community Centre groups coming back including U3A and 
party enquiries.  

- Grass roots football to begin on 29 March. Toilet facilities provided and would 
be supervised. 

 

Date of Next Meeting  
27 April 2021 – 7.30pm  
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CCTV at Barkby Road Cemetery  
CCTV has been installed at Barkby Road Cemetery, in response to a number of 
heartless thefts of wreaths over the Christmas period. The CCTV will also assist in 
making visitors feel safer on the grounds when they visit their loved ones.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E Bikes for Town Council 
 
As part of the Choose how you Move initiative, designed to support the county to 

travel actively and help the environment; Syston Town Council staff are currently 

trialling four electric bikes for commuting to and from work and also between Council 

sites. This is operated by Leicestershire County Council in partnership with the 

Department for Transport and Leicester City Council. 
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Town Managers Report (summarised) – 
March 2021 
 
Pavilion 
The funding bid was submitted is still in assessment stage. 
 
A funding bid has been submitted to the Leicestershire & Rutland Playing Fields 
Association towards the cost of football pitch improvements (subject to funding for 
pavilion refurbishment). 
 
Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery – Barkby Road 
Carpet in Chapel removed to reveal patterned floor quarry tiles.  An absorbent mat 
placed in doorway. 
 
Two LED candles at alter.  SB and Cllr Ken Pacey working on a wall light with timer 
switch. 
 
Litter and Litter Bin Update 
Recycling of paper, cardboard, plastics and tins is now available at the community 
centre and working well, with a weekly collection. 
 
Dual waste/dog waste bins are being placed in the following areas (agreed with 

CBC): Winfield Park, Oxford Street, East Avenue, Mostyn Avenue, Deville Park, 

Cross Street.  

60-litre dog waste bins have been ordered, to be installed at both Winfield Park and 

Deville Park. 

Food Festival 2021 
Food Gusto still planning to hold Food Festival on Central Park at August Bank 
Holiday 28 August.  All subject to current Covid guidelines.  They are aware that 
crowd control is their responsibility and will have appropriate measures in place as 
well as Risk Assessments. 
 

Skatepark Flood Lighting 
Western Power have been provided with the necessary information to allow them to 
quote for a metered supply point; I have chased this up as a quotation is still 
awaited. 
 
CCTV Melton Road, near Railway Station 
This installation is almost complete.  Leicestershire County Council have scheduled 
this in on their work list. 
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MAKE A CHANGE - BECOME A COUNCILLOR! 

 

 

 

 

 

• We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their 
community to put themselves forward for election. 

• As a Town Councillor you can make a difference to the quality of life of local 
people. 

• We need people who are passionate about their communities and seek to 
make a change to help improve the lives of our residents. 

• Make a change and become a councillor! 
  

Please contact Catherine Voyce in the first instance if you are interested in becoming 

a Councillor, mark the subject heading Councillor Vacancy and send to: 

catherine@systontc.org.uk  

 

Ward Membership 

Merton Ward   St Peters East Ward   

Cllr Lyn Gillard   Cllr Sharon Brown   

Cllr John Lucas   Cllr Susan Gerrard   

Cllr Ken Pacey   Cllr Stephen Hampson 

Cllr Salome Tonge    Cllr Mike Mcloughlin   

Cllr Satish Visavadia   

Cllr Phil Walden        

Cllr Scott Walker 

VACANCY 

 

New Barkby Ward   St Peters West Ward 

Cllr David Pepper   Cllr Tom Barkley 

Cllr Harold Screaton  Cllr Malwyn Carnall 

Cllr Lara Towell   Cllr Phillip Knight 
VACANCY    VACANY 

VACANCY     

mailto:catherine@systontc.org.uk
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All Councillors and Officers can be contacted via 

Syston Town Council 

Syston Town Council  Phone: 0116 260 7150 

Community Centre  Email: mailbox@systontc.org.uk  

School Street 

Syston 

Leics 

LE7 1HN 

Town Manager  Deputy Town Manager Facilities Manager 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Voyce       Ursula Southan                              Jason Green 

   Senior Administrator Assistant to the Town Manager 

 

 

 

 

           Kay Liquorish                 Sophie Brown 

          Chairman                                   Vice Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Tom Barkley Cllr John Lucas 

mailto:mailbox@systontc.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary 

Council Meetings: 

May 2021      July 2021 

Tuesday, 04 Development & GP   Tuesday, 06 Development & GP 

Tuesday, 11 Amenities    Tuesday, 13 Amenities 

Tuesday, 18 Resources    Tuesday, 20 Resources 

Tuesday, 25 Full Council    Tuesday, 27 Full Council 

       

June 2021     August 2021  

Tuesday, 01     Development & GP   No meetings held in August  

Tuesday, 08     Amenities     

Tuesday, 15     Resources     

Tuesday, 22     Full Council    

Meetings take place from 7.30pm unless stated otherwise.  

From 7th May council meetings will return to the Brookside Suite at the Community 

Centre. There may be a zoom option for the public to view. (see agenda for details) 

Agendas can be found on Syston Town Council noticeboards and on our website 

www.systontc.org.uk  

 

Contributions 

If you would like to contribute or have your question answered in the next issue 

please email sophie@systontc.org.uk mark your email Letters Syston Topic or 

alternatively write to: 

  

F.A.O Sophie Brown 

Syston Town Council, Community Centre, School Street, Syston, Leicester,  

LE7 1HN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.systontc.org.uk/
mailto:sophie@systontc.org.uk

