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WELCOME….  

Welcome to the July edition of the Syston Topic, Syston Town Councils 

Newsletter. In this issue we look at how Syston celebrated VE Day during 

the Covid-19 Pandemic. You can also find a summary of the minutes from 

the previous Full Council Meetings.  

For more news and updates visit our website: www.systontc.org.uk 

Or by visiting our regularly updated social media pages: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/systontowncouncil  

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Syston_TC  

 

http://www.systontc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/systontowncouncil
http://www.twitter.com/Syston_TC
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   UPDATES  

The Coronavirus pandemic has been a worrying and challenging time for everyone. Although Syston Town Council 

Officers are working remotely, all Officers have access to their email accounts and their computers. Ground staff 

have continued to keep the parks tidy as well as the daily emptying of waste bins, throughout the lockdown, 

and they returned to work full time in June.  The litter picker has been working weekends at Central Park and 

the Parks/Dog Warden has continued to patrol the parks and streets. 

Barkby Road and Syston & District Cemeteries are open as usual, and contractors are working hard to keep the 

flower beds and cemetery areas maintained.  

Central Park, Deville Park, Winfield Park, Archdale Park and Memorial Park are all open for exercising. Play 

areas and the skate park have been closed but are now open (please see guidance on page 11).  

From Monday 13th June 2020 the public toilets on Melton Road and the disabled toilet on Central Park will 

be opened for the public to use from 9am until 5pm in the evening. The toilets will be cleaned twice a day. 

Once in the morning before opening and again at lunchtime. During cleaning the toilets will be closed temporarily.  

Council meetings are taking place each week by Zoom, agendas are posted on noticeboards, Syston Town 

Council website as well as on our Facebook and Twitter pages. Council meetings are public meetings. 

Community Centre and Council Office is open from Monday to Friday 9 am to 4.30 pm.  There are strict 

measures in place to protect our visitors and staff.  A queue system will be in place outside of the building and only 

one person to be in reception at any one time, please try to keep your enquiries to email or telephone if possible. 

Syston Town Council would like to thank the NHS workers, Emergency service, supermarket workers and all other 

essential workers for everything they are doing to help the Country through the Pandemic. 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
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MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON ZOOM 28 APRIL 2020  

Present: Cllr T Barkley (C), Cllr S Brown, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr S Hampson, Cllr P Knight, Cllr J Lucas, Cllr 

M Mcloughlin, Cllr K Pacey, Cllr D Pepper 

In Attendance: Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager, Ms Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager, Cllr Simon 

Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 

Apologies: Cllr J Poland (LCC), Cllr M Carnall, Cllr J Gurney, Cllr L Towell, Cllr C Booth, Cllr H Screaton 

Announcements & Communications 

The Police Crime and Commissioner elections due to take place on Thursday 7th May 2020 have now been moved to 

6th May 2021.  

Amendment of Standing Orders to Accommodate Remote Meetings 

An amendment to Standing Orders that was passed through Parliament needs to be adopted and incorporated in the 

regulations to accommodate remote meetings. Item 5a will override the current Standing Orders on Part One of 

‘Meetings’. Agendas for meetings is still a three day notice requirement. Regulations regarding absence due to illness 

still apply to Councillors. The amendment was adopted.  

Public Events in Syston 

Social distancing measures are likely to continue after relaxation of lockdown. It is likely that any mass gatherings 

would not be allowed until at least September 2020. The two day Food Festival planned for August would not go 

ahead. This has been rearranged for August 2021. The Summer Fayre due be held in September was unlikely to go 

ahead, however the committee were observing Government guidelines and would keep the TM informed. The 

Christmas event to be held on the first weekend in December was also likely to be called off, but Council would 

reserve making a decision on this until May/June, when more information was available. It was agreed that the Council 

amended the park hire rules to allow STC the right to cancel an event within one weeks’ notice of the park hire event 

taking place, with good reason.   

Refurbishment of Football Pavilion 

The full build of and refurbishment specification was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. The total cost of the 

refurbishment would be £330,000. It was resolved to allow the TM to work with HSSP to prepare the invitation to 

tender for the refurbishment of the pavilion for uploading to the national contractor website.  

Council Operations & Amenities During Covid-19 Pandemic 

A report had been circulated providing details of the current Council operations during the Covid-19 pandemic. A 

recommendation was agreed on for the Annual Meeting of the Town Council to take place on 23 June 2020. The Dog 

Warden continued to patrol the streets and parks as well as checking dog waste bins. The groundsman continued to 

empty STC bins and maintain the parks. Public toilets were closed and Cemeteries had restricted access.  

Code of Conduct Review for Councillors 

The Committee of Standards in Public Life had made recommendations to Central Government regarding standards of 

Member/Officer conduct and the Councillor Code of Conduct which every Councillor must observe. The LGA had 

drafted a Model Code of Conduct released for consultation with member councils and officers, comments to be 

received by 31 May 2020. It was resolved to recommend for any member using abusive, bullying and harassment and 

bringing the council into disrepute should be banned from office for six months.  

Date of next meeting 

26 May 2020 at 7.30pm    For full minutes from this meeting, visit www.systontc.org.uk 



Issue 3 l July 2020 

4 

MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON ZOOM 26 MAY 2020  

Present: Cllr T Barkley (C), Cllr S Brown, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr S Hampson, Cllr P Knight, Cllr J 

Lucas, Cllr M Mcloughlin, Cllr D Pepper, Cllr L Towell 

In Attendance: Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager, Ms Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager, Ms 

Kay Liquorish – Senior Administrator, Cllr Simon Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor, Cllr J Poland 

– Leicestershire County Council 

Apologies: Cllr J Poland (LCC), Cllr M Carnall, Cllr J Gurney, Cllr L Towell, Cllr C Booth, Cllr H Screaton 

Announcements & Communications 

Syston Town Council had received a clean internal audit, which provided independent, objective assurance 

that Risk Management, Governance, and internal processes were operating effectively.  

Ongoing Developments Impacting Council Operations 

An in-depth report, written by the Town Manager and updated from April had been circulated to Councillors 

detailing measures taken to ensure smooth running of Council operations and amenities during the 

pandemic. It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and Resolved to accept the report and measures taken. 

Delegated Powers Due to Covid-19 Outbreak & Covid-19 Policy 

LRALC had recommend all councils adopted this policy immediately to manage the risk of councils being 

unable to make decisions and authorise expenditure. There was currently no allowance in law, for expenditure 

to be approved anywhere other than in a formal council meeting or by an officer with authority. It was proposed 

and resolved by Cllr T Barkley to approve to allow for delegated responsibility when Council was incapacitated. 

A Covid policy had been issued to all Syston Town Council employees in March. Due to the changing situation 

there had been some updates since March. It was proposed and resolved by Cllr T Barkley to approve and 

implement the COVID-19 Policy, updates added. A Covid-19 Risk Assessment had also been approved at the 

meeting.  

Transfer of Funds to CCLA 

The first half of the Precept, £257,410 had been received on 23 April 2020. £100K would be transferred from 

the HSBC Deposit account to CCLA Deposit account on 26 May 2020 and £50K will be transferred on 2 June 

2020. Working Capital balance of £104,155 would remain. Transfers to and from the CCLA account could be 

carried out at short notice when required.  

Green Spaces and Urban Areas 

A forty page Covid-19 document Safer Public Spaces had been circulated. Councillors were urged to review 

the document for read for the forthcoming committee meetings and offer suggestions.  

Date of Next Meeting 

23 June 2020 – 7.30pm 

 

 For full minutes from this meeting, visit www.systontc.org.uk 
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DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SYSTON?  DO YOU HAVE A FEW HOURS TO SPARE EACH MONTH?   

 

How much time do you spend each month on social media?  Instead of using up valuable brain power on the 
internet, have you considered using your time more effectively by giving something back to Syston and its 
community?  Working as a Councillor, you will find yourself in a stimulating environment where you can stretch 
and challenge your abilities whilst gaining useful knowledge and skills. 
 
When you are elected or co-opted onto Syston Town Council, you are taking up a civic office that can make 
a real difference to Syston and its people.  Council work can be challenging, exciting and at times frustrating.  
As you benefit from training, gain experience, and build your confidence, you will have the personal satisfaction 
of knowing you and your Council have made a difference.  All Committee meetings and Full Council meetings 
are held on Tuesday evenings.  The minimum commitment is one Tuesday evening meeting each month 
(excluding August when the Council are in recess). 
 
Please contact me in the first instance if you are interested in becoming a Councillor, mark the subject heading 
Councillor Vacancy.  catherine@systontc.org.uk  
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Council Meetings: 

July 2020        September 2020 

Tuesday, 07 Development and GP     Tuesday, 01 Development and GP 
Tuesday, 14 Amenities      Tuesday, 08 Amenities 
Tuesday, 21 Resources      Tuesday, 15 Resources 
Tuesday, 28 Full Council      Tuesday, 22 Annual Town Meeting – 7pm 
         Tuesday, 22 Full Council 7.30pm 

 
August 2020        October 2020 

Council in Recess       Tuesday, 06 Development & GP  

         Tuesday, 13 Amenities 

         Tuesday, 20 Resource    

         Tuesday, 27 Full Council 

 

All Council meetings are taking place through Zoom, access details are shown on the agendas, the Council 

website and our social media sites.  All meetings take place at 7.30 pm, unless stated otherwise. Agendas 

can be found on Syston Town Council Noticeboards or on the website: www.systontc.org.uk   

 

 

mailto:catherine@systontc.org.uk
http://www.systontc.org.uk/
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COUNCILLORS SURGERY    

If you have an issue in Syston that you would like to discuss with Council then this Zoom event is for you. 

Due to the current coronavirus pandemic, Councillor surgeries are running via Zoom. Please check our 

Facebook and Twitter pages as well as the noticeboards for announcements and meeting access links on 

the next Surgery www.twitter.com/Syston_TC  

 

 

  

Councillor Ken Pacey 

Charnwood Borough 

Council 

Councillor Tom Barkley 

Syston Town Council Chairman 

Leicestershire County Councillor 

Charnwood Borough Councillor 

Councillor James Poland 

Leicestershire County 

Councillor 

Councillor Sue Gerrard 

Syston Town Councillor 

Charnwood Borough 

Councillor 

Councillor Simon 

Bradshaw 

Charnwood Borough 

Councillor 

Catherine Voyce 

Town Manager 

Syston Town Council 

Next Councillors Surgery is: (zoom link to be publicised each month) 

1 August 2020    10am -11am 

5 September 2020    10am - 11am 

3 October 2020   10am – 11am  

7 November 2020   10am – 11am 

5 December 2020   10am – 11am   

http://www.twitter.com/Syston_TC
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 VE DAY 75 CELEBRATIONS  

VE Day 75 celebrations arranged by the Royal British Legion, sadly had to be cancelled. Instead, residents were 

encouraged to have front garden parties (socially distancing of course) and to decorate their houses Red, White and 

Blue. It was lovely to see so many homes and businesses dressing up their front gardens. I’m sure many have also 

seen that Syston’s mystery knitter struck again with a postbox topper on the postbox outside of the Post office on High 

Street. The design depicted a plane and a lovely Captain Tom Moore character. Below are some photos of homes and 

businesses dressed up for the special occasion.  
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 BLOOM FOR SYSTON 

Sadly, the East Midlands in Bloom Competition has been cancelled this year, but we are still working hard to 

keep Syston blooming. Below are some photos of the bedding we have been planting to keep Syston a 

bright and colourful place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Centre, planted by  

Deputy Town Manager Ursula Southan 

Central Park 

Central Park Central Park 
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 NEWS AND UPDATES  

New Sign at St Peter & St Paul’s Churchyard 

The churchyard panel have placed a new noticeboard at the St Peter 

& St Paul Churchyard. The new noticeboard is much more durable 

than the last. See picture. 

Solar Powered Water Pump at Allotments 

A solar powered water pump has been installed at the Allotments on 

Upper Church Street.  

School books for Wreake Valley and Roundhill Students  

Syston Town Council have donated £200 to Wreake Valley Academy 

and Roundhill Academy to assist with their campaign to buy a book 

for each year 7 student joining them in September to read over the Summer.  

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

At the Annual Town Meeting on Tuesday 23rd June Syston Town Council elected Councillor Tom Barkley as 

Chairman and Councillor John Lucas as Vice Chair. The term runs until the next Annual Meeting of the 

Council in June 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Councillor Tom 

Barkley 

Vice Chairman Councillor 

John Lucas 
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THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 2020  

Syston Town Council will once again be taking part in the Great British Spring Clean campaign held by Keep 

Britain Tidy. This year we would like to incorporate other aspects of cleaning and not just collecting litter. 

Painting and cleaning benches and sweeping are some ideas. Any other ideas for how we can make Syston 

a cleaner and all round better place to live email mailbox@systontc.org.uk See the poster below for more 

information on this year’s litter pick. Unfortunately, the April date had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 

Pandemic. A new date is scheduled for September between the 11th and 27th and an exact date will be 

confirmed as soon as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date in September to be 

confirmed 

mailto:mailbox@systontc.org.uk


Issue 3 l July 2020 

11 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW COUNCILLORS  

Syston Town Council welcomes new Councilor Satish Visavadia to the Council. Satish 

served on the Council previously and after some time away has returned. Cllr Visavadia 

will be serving under the Merton Ward and will be on the Amenities 

and Resources Committee.  

 

Another warm welcome to Cllr Phil Walden who has joined Syston 

Town Council on the Merton ward. Cllr Walden is a member of the Royal British Legion 

in Syston and runs Dudes and Dudettes in Syston’s Town Square. 

 

WELCOME TO JASON GREEN 

I am delighted to be the new Facilities Manager here at STC. I have previously worked 

within the education sector as a Site Manager for a large Leicester City special school. I 

am a qualified locksmith with vast experience of working within the domestic and 

commercial sectors. Prior to this I worked for 12 years as a Police Sergeant with 

Lincolnshire Police. For most of my Police service I was based within the South of the 

county at Stamford and Grantham. I have recently graduated with a Diploma in Applied 

Health & Safety whilst becoming a Graduate Member of IOSH. I am looking forward to 

working with such a great team of people here at Syston, so please come and say hello 

if you see me about. 

 PLAYGROUND USAGE IN SYSTON  

All five Council owned parks have reopened. Parents must read this guidance and ensure their families follow it carefully for the 

safety of their Children and others. We hope you enjoy using the playground and thank you for helping to keep everyone safe. 

- The equipment is checked regularly for damage and wear and tear but is not sanitised or disinfected. 

- This is shared equipment, used at your own risk.  

- Do not use this equipment if you or any member of your household has coronavirus symptoms or are self isolating. 

- Make sure you have hand sanitiser with you before entering the playground. 

- Encourage everyone in your family to wash their hands with hand sanitiser regularly and as a minimum before and after 

using the playground.  

- Encourage Children to avoid touching their faces. 

- You MUST maintain social distancing from others, unless they are from the same household – current advice is to 

maintain at least 1m and consider wearing a facemask.  

- Some equipment can only be used by one child at a time while social distancing. Please ensure your family waits at a 

safe distance if the equipment is in use or return later to use the equipment. 

- Try to avoid busy times. 

- If your family is wearing disposable PPE – including face coverings and gloves – please take them home with you. 

- Wash your hands when you get home 

- Make sure you clean touch points on play equipment such as see saws, machine handles or exercise bars before use.  

- Only one person or persons from a family group on any item at one time.  
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TOWN MANAGERS REPORT JUNE 2020  

Office Operations 

The office is currently being manned for four days a week but not full days. We are planning to open up the office to 

the public from 1 July.  The office will not be manned to full capacity at this stage but there will always be one person in 
the office from Monday to Friday during normal office hours. The doors will remain locked and only one member of the 

public allowed at reception at any one time. Hand santisers will/are already available and signs asking people to wash 
and sanitise their hands upon entry will be in place.  

Facilities Manager  

Steve Eckett is currently providing a skeleton service covering the essential elements of the Premises Officer role. The 
successful applicant, Jason Green, is starting with his employment with us from 29 June. I am expecting to meet with him 

w/c 22 June for an informal introduction to the Council.  His orignal expected start date was 20 April. 

Central Park Spring Bedding 

I met with a contractor from IdeVerde to take advice on orders for the Spring 2021 bedding plants in Central Park and 

the two cemeteries, I wait feedback and a quotation.   

Skate Park Flood Lighting until 8 pm 
Delays on this due to the company, Sports Lighting now not being sure of a suitable source of power.  It is and was 

expected that they connect to the CCTV post, John Hadfield from CBC has confirmed that this is suitable and is liasing with 
them.  On a positive note, the S106 monies for the deposit of £2,375 which I applied for in March have now been paid 

by CBC.  No further progress on this to date. 

Councillor Vacancies 

There are five vacancies at the Council in wards: 

• Merton Ward 

• St Peters West Ward 

• New Barkby Ward 

 

Syston and District Cemetery 

• Rose bushes are now planted and being watered by Cllr David Pepper. 

• The selective weed killer and grass seed has been applied. 

• The height restrictor and hazard signs have been installed. 

• The BT router has been installed – ADT have provided a connection date of 10 July for the CCTV, intruder alarm 

and fire alarm.  I have asked for an earlier date and advised that we can react at short notice. 

Hawthorn whips for the hedging have arrived, but currently the ground is too hard to plant them, also they would need 

a good deal of regular rain or watering until they were established.  Therefore, Jack Tindle has kept them at his depot 

until the planting conditions are improved; the recent rainfalls should be helping to alleviate this problem. There is a 
meeting of the Cemetery Panel planned for Tuesday, 23 June via Zoom. 

 
Pavilion 

The detailed specification has been approved by Council; I have had to re-register with the National Contractor Website, 
as our previous registration used for the Cemetery construction had expired, approval for our registration took three days.  

I am now working on the tender invitation.  It is anticipated that the Football Foundation will be partially funding this 
project.  I had applied for S106 monies for the architects’ fees to be reimbursed but have been advised that only the 
actual build costs will be funded. 

 
Syston Bowling Club 

Sports such as lawn green bowling can take place with social distancing measures actioned.  No more than three lanes 
are open at any one time, and only two people per lane allowed.  A booking system is in place, it is great to see 

members having a good time on the green again. 


