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Sports Pavilion Refurbishment and Extension
After funding of £189K provided by the Football Association, £85K of housing
development S106 monies and further funding from Syston Town Council, this circa
£400K project is now well underway.
The project is due to complete in early July 2022, just in time for the new football
season. The interior of the building is being ripped out and replaced with modern,
spacious and energy conserving facilities that are compliant with current FA
regulations.
Local football teams are continuing to play their league matches without the use of
the Sports Pavilion, although a temporary toilet is on site for use when football teams
are taking place.
We need a local sports hero for the official opening this summer, do you know of
anyone that would be interested? Please contact Catherine Voyce at Syston Town
Council with your suggestion at catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Urban Tree Project at Syston and District
Cemetery and Deville Park
Last year the Council were successful in a bid with the Forestry Commission Urban
Tree Fund to obtain funding to purchase 70 trees. The Forestry Commission granted
£29,729.83. and local businessman MD, Rob Toon of George Walker Tree Care has
matched this funding to take the full amount to circa £60k. This generous donation
has been made in memory of Rob’s late parents, Henry Alfred Toon and Dorothy
Florence Toon whom always gave generously to the Syston Community. This
funding will cover the purchase, planting, and maintenance of the trees for five years.
71 large young trees were purchased and have been planted at Deville Park to form
a mini educational arboretum and at the Syston and District Cemetery, for a peaceful
Woodland Walk. See photos below.

Deville Park

Syston & District
Cemetery
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Christmas Lights

Playgrounds
Public Art

Neighbourhood Plan

Are you
passionate about

Litter
Floral Displays

Open Spaces
Snow Warden

Syston?

Town Events

Trees

Allotments

Housing

Community Buildings

Town Events
Become a Town

Councillor
For Syston

We currently have vacancies at
Syston Town Council for cooption onto the council.

To apply. Post or email a personal
statement to the email address below

sophie@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
For further information and an informal
discussion about becoming a Councillor,
please contact Catherine Voyce at

We need people from all
backgrounds and experiences

catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
Sophie Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager
Syston Town Council, Community Centre
Syston, Leicester, LE7 1HN

0116 260 7150
sophie@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk

facebook.com/systontownc

LinkedIn: Syston Town Council

twitter.com/Syston_TC
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Queens Platinum Jubilee
Granite Bench and Memorial Oak Tree
The Queen is celebrating 70 years as our reigning monarch this year; our longest
ever serving monarch. In recognition of this, Syston Town Council have installed a
Granite Bench with the platinum crest engraved in the centre. An Oak Tree has also
been planted in Her Majesty’s honour.
The bench has been placed in a sunny spot outside of the Community Centre.
The Oak Tree has been planted on Deville Park.
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St Peter and St Paul’s Churchyard Update
A silent soldier has been installed in the St Peter and St Paul’s Churchyard. The
silent soldier is the same as those located in Park Square next to Millington Travel
and at the Community Centre and profits of the sale support the Royal British
Legion. The soldier is in situ in the Rose Bed and has kindly been donated by a local
resident of Syston who wishes to remain anonymous.
The noticeboard on the Upper Church Street side of the Church has been replaced.
The original had become very worn and rotten and was in desperate need of being
replaced. This was part funded by St Peter & Paul Church and match funded by
Syston Town Council.
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Barkby Road Cemetery – Resurfacing
Resurfacing has taken place on a section of the car park at Barkby Road Cemetery. I
am sure you will agree, the surface is much improved.
There are plans to improve other worn areas of the footpaths in the Cemetery.
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Brookside Improvements
Good news, work is planned to start this summer on the resurfacing of the footpath
and resetting of the railings along the area of Brookside. The works are being carried
out by Charnwood Borough Council.
We will bring more updates on the progress of the works on our social media
platforms as well as in future issues of the Topic.
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“HELP IS AT HAND!”
Volunteer Centre to showcase community service groups
Syston and District Volunteer Centre has issued more than a hundred invitations inviting local
community groups to take part in an exhibition, to be held on Central Park, Syston, on Saturday
9th July, running from 10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.. Under the heading “Help is at Hand!”. The
exhibition will showcase those organisations, based in Syston and neighbouring communities,
which offer social, cultural, sporting, educational, financial and/or emotional support to people of
all ages, thereby easing problems and enhancing the quality of life.
Chairman of Trustees, Paul Lomas, says: “The Centre is happy to share a significant donation
we received, derived from the sale of calendars featuring the Syston Knitting Banksy displays at
the local Post Office and War Memorial, by subsidising this important initiative. It is our intention
to demonstrate that no matter what problems and difficulties members of our communities might
be facing, they are not alone. Syston can offer a local solution.”
Event organiser and Trustee Secretary/PRO, Colin Grimes, adds: “Organisations taking part will
enjoy an exceptional, low-cost opportunity to promote their services, recruit more members,
attract volunteer support and raise funds - all with the minimum of organisational effort on their
part. A marquee will be in place to house the majority of exhibiting organisations, with additional
adjoining spaces to cater for those who wish to supply and furnish their own (covered) displays.
We are currently seeking to attract a high-profile personality to officially open the event and it is
hoped to mount a simultaneous programme of supporting activities in the Park, to attract more
visitors.
Based on our experience, gained in 2018, when we first piloted the concept, we expect that
support for this event will again be high. Any organisation wishing to be involved but which has
not received an invitation, should contact me for full details and a registration form (email:
sadvc@btinternet.com).”
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Chairmans Nominated Charity 2021/2022 LOROS
Each year our chairman nominates a charity close to their heart and any charitable
monies raised by Syston Town Council officers are donated to that charity. This year,
the charity being sponsored is LOROS.
LOROS are a local charity who care for over 2,500 people per year across Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland. They deliver free, high quality and compassionate care
to support those who are terminally ill, their families and carers.
Syston Town Council Officers took part in the sponsored Twilight 10K Walk in
August 2021. An SOS Charity Fashion Show was also held at the Community Centre
in November. To date we have raised £566 for the charity and a further £2000 has
been donated.
The Syston Town Council Civic Reception will be held in April, local businesses have
generously donated some excellent prizes for the charity raffle and all proceeds will
be donated to LOROS.

LOROS Twilight Walk

SOS Charity Fashion Show
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Hanging Baskets – Summer 2022
Syston Town Council are inviting businesses to join us in our mission to make
Syston a more attractive place for people to live, work and visit. We can do this by
providing floral displays throughout the town with particular focus on the summer
months.
This year, we have chosen to embrace the delight of tropical colours which will be
eye catching in the sunlight and will brighten the darkest days.
We our encouraging local businesses to sponsor our hanging basket displays at £26
(including vat) per basket which includes the hanging of our eco-friendly basket(s),
watering (for those attached to the water irrigation system), regular fertilising and
checks by our Estates Team to make sure your basket is always in tip top condition.
At the end of the flowering season, our team will remove your basket(s), and the
baskets will be cleaned and be made ready to use next year; thereby eliminating
unnecessary waste.
In addition to this Syston Town Council will be supplying 60 of their own baskets to
add real impact in the town centre.
If you are a business in Syston and would like to support us in our campaign to keep
Syston blooming, please contact us at the email address below
mailbox@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Town Managers Report – February 2022
(Summarised)
Councillor Vacancies
There are three vacancies at the Council in wards:
• Merton Ward
• St Peters West Ward
• New Barkby Ward

Forestry Commission Urban Tree Fund
George Walker Trees have advised that the final planting will take place w/c
21 February. This is for both the Syston & District Cemetery and Deville Park.

CCTV
Melton Road CCTV is connected and operating well.

Wall at Walkers Way car park
Repairs on this wall have started

Skatepark Flood Lighting
Metric have been appointed to take this over. Start date will be mid March.

Skatepark at Winfield Park
A young person who contacted us regarding having a skate park on Winfield Park
Council are considering this request.

Granite Bench for Queens Jubilee
Granart have been in contact to confirm that they now have the bench ready for
delivery.

Royal British Legion and Remembrance Parades
The RBL are no longer allowed to manage Remembrance Parades which includes
managing and stewarding road closures.

For a full report visit the website www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Skate Park Lighting
After some delays due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The skate park lighting is finally
set to be installed week commencing 21st March 2022. The installation will take up to
five days. During this time the area will be sealed off and there will be no access to
the Skate Park during the works.

Syston Banking Hub
Syston has been selected as one of five new communities across the UK to receive
a “Banking Hub”. Although the Hub has been piloted in two locations and is now a
well-defined proposition, there is scope to tune the offering to ensure it best meets
the individual needs of the community. The Hub is funded by all major banks and
will provide banking services for local businesses and the community.
Services may include:
• Cash deposits
• Cheque deposits
• Bill paying
• Cash withdrawals
• Account balance check
• Change giving (registered business customers only)
• Face to face meetings with bank official for banking related issues
This service was for both commercial and personal clients. Individual banks would
manage their own banking terms and conditions in-line with their current
arrangements.
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Events Calendar
Funtopia: 28th May and 7th July 2022
Funtopia is a fun-packed event with bouncy castles, activity inflatables, under 5's
area, Nerf Wars and much more. For more information visit their facebook page:
www.facebook.com/funtopiauk

Circus Cortex: Dates 30th June and 4th July 2022
Circus Cortex will be on Central Park this Summer for the first time. To find out more
visit www.circuscortex.com

Food Gusto Food Festival: 27th August 2022
The festival will bring artisan food producers and their products to Central Park in
Syston, with an array of food and drink on offer. This will be coupled with live music
and children’s rides, there is something for everyone. For more information visit
www.foodgusto.com

Syston Summer Fayre: 3rd September 2022
Syston’s Summer Fayre will be returning this year, with stalls and entertainment. To
find out more or to get involved email systonsummerfayre@gmail.com

To keep up to date on events happening in Syston visit our website at
www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk or visit our social media pages
www.facebook.com/systontownc www.twitter.com/Syston_TC
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Minutes of February Full Council (summarised)
Committee Members Present: Cllr T Barkley – Chair, Cllr A Jansari – Vice,
Cllr S Brown, Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr P Knight, Cllr J Lucas,
Cllr M Mcloughlin, Cllr K Pacey, Cllr L Towell, Cllr P Walden, Cllr S Walker
In Attendance: Ms C Voyce (Town Manager), Ms U Southan (Deputy Town
Manager), Cllr J Poland (LCC), Cllr S Bradshaw (CBC)
511/21TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr D Pepper (Personal), Cllr H Screaton (Personal), Cllr M
Carnall (Personal)
513/21 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Charnwood Borough Council have confirmed an extra £20k S106 monies for the
Pavilion refurbishment.
514/21 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
Councillors noted a report provided by PCSO Lesley Harrison detailing local crimes
over the last 30 days. The majority of thefts reported were from Aldi superstore. The
Police advised that Aldi would not be employing a security guard as the costs of this
would exceed the financial loss from thefts. The Police had advised that unless Aldi
were prepared to contribute to attempting to deter the criminals, then there was little
else that the Police could do.
Council suggested that acceptance of shop thefts would be likely to increase the
type of behaviour in Syston. A question for Aldi was why did they continue to report
the crimes, if they accepted it as normal?
Town Manager reported back on the Police response to more serious crimes
increasing in frequency and the response was as follows:
“As a Beat team we do not feel that Syston has any emerging problems or that
things are getting difficult in any way. If you have concerns about certain crimes,
please let me know and I will be happy to talk it over”.
Council asked if the Police could attend the next Full Council meeting to enable a
discussion about crime in Syston.
517/21 BUSINESS BANKING HUB FOR SYSTON
Syston had been selected as one of five new communities across the UK to receive
a Banking Hub. The Hub was funded by all major banks and would provide banking
services for local businesses and the community. Various options for the location of
the Hub were being considered. A wider consultation to the whole community was
taking place via an online questionnaire.

You can view the full minutes at www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Central Park – A Brief History and Current Projects
The earliest known use for Central Park was as farmland for local farmers in 1778.
The land was given to farmers in enclosed patches. The section of the park where
the Bowling Green and the Peace Garden are located now was donated to Syston
Parish Council for the gravel content and was used by the Council to patch up the
highways.
In 1909 the land where the farmland was located was put up for sale and purchased
by Syston Parish Council as a Recreation Ground. The park was officially opened in
June of 1928.
Central Park is a much-loved and popular park in the heart of the town. The majority
of the park consists of a large playing field. There is also a children’s playground,
skateboard park (this was extended in 2017), Peace Gardens, and is the home of
Syston Bowling Club.
Tennis courts used to be located on Central Park, after they fell into a state of
disrepair, they were removed and replaced by the Peace Gardens. This project was
initiated by the Senior Groundsman and several local businesses sponsored the
works. There is a sign in the Peace Gardens listing the businesses involved. The
War Memorial was located on the mini roundabout at the junction of Melton Road
and High Street until 1972, when it was moved to Central Park.
Our estates team work hard to keep the park looking it’s best all year round and are
currently stripping back and redeveloping the major flower beds.
The beds have been weeded extensively to show off the fragrant David Austin
Roses, philadelphus, Buddleias, loved by Bees and Butterflies have replaced the
spikey Pyracanthas and these have been replanted these on the boundary of Deville
Park.
An area at the side of Brookside and next to the children’s play area has been reworked to “start again” and is currently cloaked in loose chippings.
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Central Park Flower Bed Edging
You may have already noticed that the bed at the side of Brookside on the park has
had a lot of work done in recent weeks. The bed has been edged and wood
chippings have been put down. Buddleia’s, Philadelphus Belle Etoile and David
Austin shrub roses have also been planted in the area.
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Ward Membership
Merton Ward
Cllr Lyn Gillard
Cllr John Lucas
Cllr Ken Pacey
Cllr Phil Walden
Cllr Scott Walker
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY

St Peters East Ward
Cllr Sharon Brown
Cllr Susan Gerrard
Cllr Stephen Hampson
Cllr Mike Mcloughlin

New Barkby Ward
Cllr Asit Jansari
Cllr David Pepper
Cllr Harold Screaton
Cllr Lara Towell
VACANCY

St Peters West Ward
Cllr Tom Barkley
Cllr Malwyn Carnall
Cllr Phillip Knight
VACANCY

Chairman:
Cllr Tom Barkley

All Councillors and Officers can be contacted via
Syston Town Council
Syston Town Council
Community Centre
School Street
Syston
Leics
LE7 1HN

Phone: 0116 260 7150
Email: mailbox@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Syston_TC
Facebook: www.facebook.com/systontownc
Linkedin: Syston Town Council
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Dates for your Diary
Council Meetings:
March 2022
Tuesday, 01
Tuesday, 08
Tuesday, 15
Tuesday, 22

Development & GP
Amenities
Resources
Full Council

May 2022
Tuesday, 03 Development & GP
Tuesday, 10 Amenities
Tuesday, 17 Resources
Tuesday, 24 Full Council

April 2022
Tuesday, 05
Tuesday, 12
Tuesday, 19
Tuesday, 26

Development & GP
Amenities
Resources
Full Council

June 2022
Tuesday, 07 Development & GP
Tuesday, 14 Amenities
Tuesday, 21 Resources
Tuesday, 28 Full Council

Meetings take place from 7.30pm unless stated otherwise. Council meetings are
public meetings and are held in Brookside Suite at the Community Centre.
Agendas can be found on Syston Town Council noticeboards and on our website
www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk

Contributions
If you would like to contribute or have your question answered in the next issue
please email sophie@systontowncouncil.gov.uk mark your email Letters Syston
Topic or alternatively write to:
F.A.O Sophie Brown
Syston Town Council, Community Centre, School Street, Syston, Leicester,
LE7 1HN
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Councillors Surgery
If you have an issue in Syston that you would like to discuss with Council then this
Zoom event is for you.
Councillor surgeries are running via Zoom. Please check our Facebook and Twitter
pages as well as the noticeboards for announcements and meeting access links on
the next surgery www.systontc.org.uk

Councillor Ken Pacey
Charnwood Borough
Council

Councillor Simon
Bradshaw
Charnwood Borough
Councillor

Councillor Tom Barkley
Syston Town Council Chairman
Leicestershire County Councillor
Charnwood Borough Councillor

Councillor Sue Gerrard
Syston Town Councillor
Charnwood Borough
Councillor

Councillor James Poland
Leicestershire County
Councillor

Catherine Voyce
Town Manager
Syston Town Council

Next Councillors Surgery is: (zoom link to be publicised each
month on Syston Town Council website, Facebook and Twitter)
4 June 2022
2 April 2022
7 May 2022

10am – 11am
10am – 11am
10am – 11am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87140316438?pwd=UXd0Q2svNldCZS92eFZKd1VEQV
RMZz09
Meeting ID: 871 4031 6438
Passcode: 407473
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