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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard  
Cllr A Jansari 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr L Towell 
Cllr P Walden 
Cllr S Walker 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr J Poland – LCC 
Cllr s Bradshaw - CBC 
 
510/21 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection.  
 
511/21 TO RECEIVED APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr M Carnall, Cllr D Pepper, Cllr H Screaton, (personal 
reasons) were proposed by the Chairman and accepted. 
 
512/21 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL 
AND/OR PREJUDICAL 
There were no declarations of interest.  
  
513/21 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Charnwood Borough Council have confirmed an extra £20K S106 monies for the 
Pavilion refurbishment. 
 
514/21 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Councillors noted a report provided by PCSO Lesley Harrison detailing local crimes 
over the last 30 days. The majority of thefts reported were from Aldi superstore. The 
Police advised that Aldi would not be employing a security guard as the costs of this 
would exceed the financial loss from thefts. The Police had advised that unless Aldi 
were prepared to contribute to attempting to deter the criminals, then there was little 
else that the Police could do.    
 
Council suggested that acceptance of shop thefts would be likely to increase the 
type of this behaviour in Syston.   A question for Aldi was why did they continue to 
report the crimes, if they accepted it as normal?  
 
Town Manager reported back on the Police response to more serious crimes 
increasing in frequency and the Police response was as follows:   
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“As a Beat team we do not feel that Syston has any emerging problems or that 
things are getting difficult in any way. If you have concerns about certain crimes, 
please let me know and I will be happy to talk it over”. 
 
Council asked if the Police could attend the next Full Council meeting to enable a 
discussion about crime in Syston. 
 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
resolved to accept the report, invite the police to the next Full Council meeting. 
All in favour. 
 
515/21 TO TEMPORARITY SUSPEND NON-ATTENDING COUNCILLOR’S 
MEMBERSHIP FROM COMMITTEES 
To enable committee meetings to be quorate it was necessary to temporarily remove 
three councillors from committee membership, to ensure that meetings were not 
having to be cancelled due to the non-quoracy.   Once they returned as a fully 
working councillor, they would be officially re-instated at the next Full Council 
meeting. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to temporarily remove three councillors who were not currently attending  
committee meetings and once they returned to Council, to re-instate them at the next 
Full Council meeting. 
To write to respective Councillors if not deemed to be too in-sensitive, 
depending upon individual circumstances. 
All were in favour 
 
 
516/21 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
25 JANUARY 2022 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 
25 January 2022. 
All were in favour. 
 
517/21 BUSINESS BANKING HUB FOR SYSTON   
Syston had been selected as one of five new communities across the UK to receive 
a Banking Hub. The Hub was funded by all major banks and would provide banking 
services for local businesses and the community. 
Various options for the location of the Hub were being considered. A wider 
consultation to the whole community was taking place via an online questionnaire. 
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518/21 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNILLOR REPORTS 
 

Cllr Simon Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 

“Borough Councillor Report February 2022 – Cllr Simon Bradshaw 

Charnwood is set to have new boundaries for its council wards. 

The Local Government Boundary Commission is the independent body that draws 
these boundaries. It has reviewed Charnwood to make sure councillors will represent 
about the same number of electors, and that ward arrangements will help the council 
work effectively. 

The Commission has published final recommendations for changes to Charnwood 
Borough Council. It says residents should be represented by 52 councillors. This is 
the same as the current arrangements. 

There will be 24 wards; five single-councillor wards, ten two-councillor wards, and 
nine three-councillor wards. This is four fewer wards than there are now. The 
boundaries of all but two of the existing wards will change 

The Syston Borough Councillors submitted a brief to the Commission which was 
included in the Proposal on page 19  

“The Conservatives initially proposed that the Syston St Peter’s East parish ward be 
included in a Wreake Valley ward together with parishes which similarly are part of 
the Syston Fosse county electoral division. The remaining parish wards would form a 
single borough ward named Syston. We considered that the Conservatives’ proposal 
for Syston was the only one we received which addressed all of our statutory criteria 
and therefore included it as part of our draft recommendations” 

The Commission has made further changes to its earlier proposals. Details can 
be found on its website at https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-
midlands/leicestershire/charnwood 
Parliament now needs to agree the changes. The new arrangements will then apply 
for the 2023 council elections. 

Councillor Surgeries 
 
The next Councillor Surgery will be held on 5th March 2022 at 10am – this will be a 
Zoom meeting and details for joining the meeting will be published on the Town 
Council Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page.  
 
This is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County Councillors about issues 
in your Ward. Your Councillors are here to help when you need us.” 

  

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/leicestershire/charnwood
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/leicestershire/charnwood
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Cllr James Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
 

“Leicestershire invited to negotiate devolution deal 

Leicestershire has taken the next step towards securing a ground-breaking, multi-
million-pound deal to bring devolved powers to the county.  The Government 
confirmed on the 2nd February that Leicestershire County Council will be one of the 
first nine areas it will invite to agree a new ‘county deal’. 
 
The announcement is part of the Levelling Up White Paper published yesterday and 
follows a bid submitted by the council in the autumn.  Leicestershire is in the 
vanguard of county deals and the County will work with Government to get the very 
best deal for Leicestershire’s businesses and residents. 
 
The council will now wait to hear from the Government about next steps.  One 
potential effect of the county deal could be a re-organisation of how Leicestershire 
County Council is run, with the possibility that the County could move to a directly 
elected Mayor model instead of the current Cabinet and Leader system in place 
currently.   
 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Leicestershire 

A host of special events will be held in the city and county this year to celebrate Her 
Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and mark her 70-year reign as monarch. 
 
The events, announced on Monday, 7th February by Mike Kapur, Lord Lieutenant of 
Leicestershire, include a garden party which he will host for people turning 70 in 
2022 as well as the planting of trees and an art competition for primary school 
children.  There are also awards for businesses and communities for 70 
organisations. 
 
All you need to know can be found at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/platinum-jubilee with 
information also available on how you can arrange your own community event or 
street party. 
 
An extended four-day bank holiday, from Thursday, 2nd June to Sunday, 5th June 
2022, has been chosen for the celebratory weekend. 
 
Events include: 
 

• An art competition open to primary school children – with the simple brief of 
painting a picture about what the Platinum Jubilee means to them. It is open 
to children in KS1 and KS2 year groups with a winner and runner-up award 
for each group. The closing date for entries is Friday, 1st April. 

• A 70 at 70 garden party is the Lord Lieutenant’s special invitation to people 
who are celebrating their 70th birthday this year. It will take place on Tuesday, 
31st May at Beaumanor Hall, Woodhouse near Loughborough. Nominations 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/platinum-jubilee
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can be made by anyone meeting the criteria and the closing date is Friday, 
1st April. 

• An award for 70 organisations, such as school, businesses, voluntary and 
community groups that has done something exceptional to develop 
community spirit.  

• Dozens of beacons will be lit on the evening of Thursday, 2nd June to mark 
the Platinum Jubilee. Local communities, parish councils, schools, youth 
groups, and farming communities can get involved by setting up and lighting 
beacons, sponsoring beacons, or illuminating a home or building – the 
National Space Centre will also be lit up. 
 

Everyone in the city and county is also being invited to plant a tree as part of The 
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. Anyone wishing to plant their own tree for the 
Jubilee can access trees through schemes offered by the Woodland Trust.  
 
Residents can also apply to close their street or road for a street party to celebrate 
on a day over the extended bank holiday weekend, from Thursday, 2nd June to 
Sunday, 5th June or as part of The Big Lunch on the 5th itself, again visit the website 
for further details.  Normally, a street party road closure would be subject to an 
administration fee. However, Leicestershire County Council is waiving the fee for 
Platinum Jubilee street parties.   
 

Campaign to tackle high levels of male suicide in the city and county  

Men are being encouraged to talk to their friends about their feelings, as part of a 
campaign that aims to tackle the high levels of male suicide across Leicester and 
Leicestershire.  A total of 455 deaths by suicide in Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland were recorded between January 2015 and June 2021. More than 75 per 
cent of those deaths – 353 – were men. 
 
The ‘Get the Ball Rolling’ campaign has been devised by the city, county and 
Rutland councils’ Start a Conversation partnership, and follows a report on male 
suicide published this year by Healthwatch Leicester and Leicestershire.  It uses 
sporting references on beer mats, posters and on social media to show men how 
they can start a conversation with others, and where they can get help if they are 
struggling with their mental health. 
 
Local brewery Everards is backing the campaign by placing the beer mats and 
posters in its pubs across the city, county and Rutland.  It’s also got the support of 
the United Leicester mental health hub, an online platform where members of the 
local sporting community share their own stories with the aim of helping others to talk 
and get the support they need.  United Leicester is a partnership of the city’s four 
professional sports clubs and funded by their respective official charities. 
 
More about the campaign, advice on how to start a conversation about mental health 
and information on services on offer in Leicester is available at 
https://www.unitedleicester.com/.   
 

https://www.unitedleicester.com/
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Consultation on proposals to change the way Leicestershire deals with waste and 

recycling  

People are being encouraged to give their views on what happens to waste and 
recycling in the county.  Leicestershire Waste Partnership is asking residents to help 
shape its blueprint for future services, known as the Leicestershire Resources and 
Waste Strategy 2022-2050. 
 
A range of pledges, such as delivering reuse services and encouraging residents to 
prevent unnecessary waste, are set out in the strategy as is, subject to Government 
policy and funding, implementing household food waste collections.  The 
consultation also seeks views on the future frequency of household waste 
collections. 
 
The partnership is made up of Leicestershire County Council and all the 
Borough/District Councils in Leicestershire.   
 
By sharing views on this strategy, this will help Leicestershire use its resources more 
efficiently and become a net zero carbon county.  This is an important consultation 
which asks residents, businesses and communities to share their views on how we 
can deliver future waste services, and create a cleaner, greener Leicestershire. 
  
There is an urgent need for us to work towards a circular economy, where we reduce 
the impacts of climate change and take steps to live more sustainably.  More than 40 
per cent of all household waste in Leicestershire is currently recycled.  These figures 
include reuse, recycling and composting for both kerbside collections and waste 
deposited at our recycling and household waste sites. 
 
The consultation is open until April 25 and can be found on the county council’s 
consultation page:  
 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/leicestershires-
resources-and-waste-strategy-2022-2050 
 
For copies in other formats, please email lesswaste@leics.gov.uk.  “ 
 

 
Cllr Tom Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor and Charnwood 
Borough Councillor 
 
“Charnwood Borough Council 

National Apprenticeship Week  

Charnwood Borough Council was proud to be support National Apprenticeship Week 
(Feb 7 – 13). 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/leicestershires-resources-and-waste-strategy-2022-2050
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/leicestershires-resources-and-waste-strategy-2022-2050
mailto:lesswaste@leics.gov.uk
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The Council currently has 10 apprentices, and they vary from those who are starting 
out on their local government careers to colleagues who are working on degree level 
courses. 

During the week-long celebration of apprenticeships, two Council apprentices have 
shared their experiences. 

One Apprentice’s apprenticeship varies from the typical ‘earn and learn’ scheme that 
many people may refer to. He is working towards a master’s in business 
administration at Loughborough University  

Another is currently employed through a more traditional apprenticeship scheme 
applying through Loughborough College for his role and attending lectures at the 
place of study. 

If you wish to find out more about apprentice schemes, visit:-

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/what-is-naw-2022 

Local Discretionary Grant Scheme  

A grant scheme for business was available until Friday 11th February 2022 

For small and micro businesses in the leisure, hospitality, personal care and travel 
sectors and suppliers to the hospitality sector, which usually derive at least 40% of 
their revenues from these sectors.: 

Eligible businesses will receive: 

• £2,000 for businesses with a rateable value of £15,000 or under. This also 
includes businesses in shared spaces, where the business is not the direct 
ratepayer. 

• £4,000 for businesses with a rateable value between £15,001 and £50,999 
• £6,000 for businesses with a rateable value of over £51,000 and above. 

Mobile or home-based businesses in the leisure, hospitality, personal care, and 
travel sectors which do not have a business rates account: 

• A fixed grant of £500 per eligible applicant is available 
 
Since the start of the pandemic, the Council has paid out more than £55 million in 

Government funding to local businesses. 

Council Tax for 2022-2023 

Charnwood Borough Council's cabinet approved a proposal to raise its share 
of council tax by less than 9p a week for a Band D property at a meeting on 
Thursday February 10. 
The recommendation will now go to full council on Monday, February 21. 
 

 

 

http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/what-is-naw-2022
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Leicestershire County Council  

Member Highways Fund  

Leicestershire County Council has agreed subject to Syston Town Council approval 

of maintenance of the posts housing the mobile speed cameras to install mobile 

speed cameras in the areas sought by Syston Town Council. They have also agreed 

to upgrade the pedestrian crossing lighting at the crossing outside where the War 

memorial is on Central Park as requested by Residents.  

Household Support Fund  

Leicestershire households facing hardship caused by the of living crisis are being 
invited to apply for help with soaring food and energy bills. 

Leicestershire County Council has money available specifically to help people who 
struggling with rising costs. £3.6 million it has been allocated from the Government’s 
Household Support Fund. 

Half of the sum is ringfenced to be spent supporting families with children with rest 
available to other homes needing support this winter. 

The council is again preparing to run a school meal voucher scheme for some 
14,000 eligible county children so their parents and carers can buy £15 worth of food 
for the week-long half term break that starts on February 14. 

In all, nearly £250,000 has been made available by the county council to fund 
February’s school meal vouchers. 

The February half term food voucher initiative in Leicestershire follows similar 
programmes of support in the October half-term and over the Christmas Holidays 
which in total saw £750,000 committed to feeding children in need.  

Further money is also being available to help those most in need with the costs of 
electricity and heating bills. 

The opportunity to access extra support comes with energy costs set to rocket by 
hundreds of pounds a year for many households after regulators OfGem recently 
raised the cap on annual bills. 

Struggling eligible households can also apply for food vouchers worth £40 per adult 
and £30 per child with single households potentially being able to access £50 
vouchers. 

Fuel vouchers are also available – worth £49 to family households and £28 for 
people who live alone, 

More information is available on the council’s household support web pages. “ 
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Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor 

“In the past month I attended, by Zoom, a Licensing Committee meeting, we agreed 
that the changes to the Licensing Act were an improvement.  It is now written in plain 
language that everyone can understand.   We have another meeting (face to face) in 
March.   
 
The Plans Committee has been meeting face to face for a couple of months now, it 
is really good to return to normal and be able to sit next to another person.  We have 
not yet decided when we can re-start with the site visits. 
 
Fond farewells were passed onto one of the Planning Officers who was leaving after 
18 years at Charnwood. 
 
The planning application for six flats to be built in the rear garden of a property, 
application P/20/2381/2 which has now been refused planning permission. 
 
 
There are a number of meetings scheduled for next month, and Charnwood Borough 
Council is returning to nearly “normal” day to day running.” 
 
519/21 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in January):  

• Development & General Purposes Committee 8 February 2022  

• Amenities Committee 8 February 2022  

• Resources Committee 15 February 2022  
 
 
520/21 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
 
521/21 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
The report was noted. 
An update was given: 
 

• a memorial bench would be installed at the Community Centre in the last two 

weeks of March. 

• the Skate Park lighting would be installed week commencing 21 March and 

should be completed within the week 

• RBL meeting tbc. 

Update from Deputy Town Manager’s Report 

• The outstanding cheque owed by Co-op Central England of £3,410 was paid 
into our bank account by return once they received our Solicitor’s letter. 
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522/21 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
The report was noted. All actions were complete. 

 
 
523/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
22 March 2022 at 7.30pm 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman and resolved that the public, including the press, 
be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. All in 
favour. 
 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 
 


