
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 ON  8 FEBRUARY 2022 
 

                                                            Page  177 
 

                                                                                  ………………………………. 

                                                                                                Chairman 

             
COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr J Lucas – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr A Jansari 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr P Walden 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
MS U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
 
472/21 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr H Screaton, Cllr M Carnall, Cllr D Pepper, 
Cllr S Gerrard and Cllr P Knight (all personal reasons), were proposed by the 
Chairman and accepted.  
All in favour. 
 
473/21 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
474/21 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcements or communications. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved to suspend Standing Orders to allow Amenities Committee 
members to make decisions on the Development Committee 
responsibilities (Items on the agenda for this meeting).  This was due to 
the previous Development Committee meeting being inquorate. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
475/21 PROPOSAL OF THE APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11 JANUARY 2022. 
Proposed by Cllr M Mcloughlin and   
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Development Committee meeting 
held 11 January 2022 
All in favour. 
The minutes were signed at the meeting. 
 
 
476/21 PLANNING APPLICATION P/21/2579/2 
Proposed by Cllr M Mcloughlin and 
Resolved to accept planning application P/21/2579/2. 
All were in favour. 
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477/21 CHRISTMAS EVENT 2022 
Since the report was written CJS had declined managing the Syston 
Christmas Event due to other commitments.  The Committee considered the 
options. 
Proposed by Cllr P Walden and 
Resolved to defer this back to the next Development Meeting for further 
discussion and in the meantime to try and find another company to take this 
event on.  ACTION DTM 
All were in favour. 
 
478/21 SOLAR PANELLED SPEED ACTIVATION SIGNS 
Following the successful application to LCC for the provision of solar panelled 
speed activated signage, it was 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to continue with the solar panelled speed activated signs project in 
up to three town centre areas.  To accept the proposal as outlined by LCC 
which required STC to pay for any damage and maintenance of the 
equipment and to be responsible for the relocation of the apparatus if 
necessary.  
 
A previous decision had been to locate the equipment on Melton Road, High 
Street and Barkby Road depending on whether there were two or three signs 
provided. 
 
Action: to take back to Development to discuss the positing of the signs in 
more detail. 
All were in favour. 
 
479/21 CLEANING OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 
A staff member whom had taken on the extra cleaning of the public toilets at 
mid-day during the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond, had now decided that 
she no longer wished to continue with this work. 
 
MCS, the cleaning contractors for the cleaning and opening/closing of the 
public toilets in the mornings and evenings had quoted for the additional hour 
of cleaning at midday at a cost of £14.54 per hour. This was £5.63 per day 
more than the current cost, which had been precepted for out of the salaries 
budget, when a decision had been made at Full Council in December 2021 to 
continue with the extra cleaning for six months. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to engage MCS to take on the mid-day cleaning at a cost of £14.54 
per hour until the end of June 2022, when it would be reviewed. 
All were in favour. 
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TM reported that there were regular incidents of ASB at the toilets as well as  
frequent vandalism and theft.  TM requested that in the longer term, Council 
review the provision of public toilets and how it could be improved and 
adapted to eliminate ASB and vandalism.  This could be in the form of a new 
toilet block where entry was allowed via coin payment slots or contactless 
card payment.  S106 monies could be applied for in line with new housing 
developments forecast for Syston. 
Action: to add this to the agenda for a future Development Meeting. 
 
480/21 AGREE THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the report as at 2 February 2022. 
All were in favour. 
 
481/21 ACTION FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The actions were noted. 

• Christmas Event survey was complete. 

• Town Manager had contacted Police as to why the severity of crimes 
had increased as reported on CCTV reports, no definite response had 
been received and TM would progress this. 

 
Members of the Development Committee left the meeting at 7.57pm. 
 
 
482/21 PROPOSAL OF THE APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11 JANUARY 2022 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and   
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held 
11 January 2022 
All in favour. 
The minutes were signed at the meeting 
 
 
483/21 PANEL MINUTES 
All Panel minutes and notes had been sent out in advance of the meeting. 
 
(a) MINUTES OF THE PAVILION MEETING HELD ON 2 FEBRUARY 2022  
A briefing by the TM was written out and circulated with the agenda in lieu of 
the official minutes by HSSP.  
 
Football teams accessing the port-a-loo via the Herras Fencing at the 
weekend, were leaving the padlock unlocked and the building site open to 
vandalism and danger.  This was a serious breach of health and safety. 
 
Proposed by Cllr L Gillard and 
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Resolved if the padlock was left unlocked again, the agreement to supply a  
port-a-loo for use by football teams would be revoked and the port-a-loo  
would be removed and the padlock code changed.  ACTION: TM to make 
sure this was communicated to football teams. 
All in favour. 
 
Cavity Wall insulation was priced at £1,800; TM had enquired with the LCC 
Climate Change Grant provider, whether STC could apply for funding for this.  
TM had been advised that only one application per quartile was allowed and 
STC were already applying for a grant for replacement windows at the 
Community Centre.  There would be a further funding offer from March 2022. 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to check if the cavity wall insulation was in the original quote, at 
what stage of the build would this be done if it was at a later stage then a 
grant application could still be submitted.    
Action: to bring back for discussion at another meeting. 
 
Decision on what colour to have the paintwork (thought to be the shutters and 
doors); original colour was red.  Cllr Lucas had advised that the bricks were 
also painted red, members had not recognised this. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to check if the bricks were painted on the Pavilion, to take 
photographs and bring back to the next meeting.  
All were in favour. 
Action: to ask HSSP if it was possible to revert back to brick with no 
paint on them, to allow for no maintenance. 
Action: to check if the quotation included new PVC guttering as well as 
soffits and facias. 
 
A recommendation had been made by HSSP and contractor to amend the 
specification to replace planned UPVC doors with steel doors with a mid-rail 
to allow for better security.  This effected three entrances. 
Panel had agreed in principle but wanted to know the additional cost.  TM 
spoken with HSSP, they would come back on this as there was some 
negotiating taking place.  Rollers shutters would still be installed.  HSSP had 
said it was an additional safety measure to have steel doors as there was 
always the risk that someone might forget to lower a shutter. 
 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to obtain all costing and security information on having both steel 
doors and shutters and bring back to Council. 
All were in favour. 
 
A light planned for over the main entrance door would cast light across the 
field and would not cause an issue for neighbouring residents. 
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HSSP had concerns about a light over the car park as this would shed light 
over neighbouring properties and would require planning permission to be 
amended.  It had been agreed that a timer light was the best option, rather 
than a sensor light that could be activated by any movement, day or night.  
Wreake Valley Runners had said that 8.30 pm would be the absolute latest 
time they would be using the facilities, therefore the timer could be set to 
switch off at that time.  
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved not to go ahead with a light that caused a change to the planning 
permission agreement, and have a less luminous light that would still allow 
Wreake Runners some visibility at the site in the darker evenings. 
All were in favour. 
 
Resolved for the following actions to take place: 
Action (agreed at Panel meeting): Town Manager to arrange a member of 
HSSP to come to the next Panel meeting. 
 
Action (agreed at Panel meeting): Town Manager to arrange a site visit 
and tour of the Pavilion site by Cllr McLoughlin and Cllr K Pacey. 
All in favour. 
 
484/21 URBAN TREE PROJECT S & D CEMETERY & DEVILLE PARK 
 
George Walker Trees representative had confirmed that the planting had  
gone well so far, with 61 of the 71 trees already planted.  Coles Nursery were 
hoping to have the remaining 10 delivered within the next 10 days.   
 
All the planted trees were staked, mulched and had a watering tube inserted 
down to bottom of root system. They had received their first “watering in”.   
TM was currently working with the Forestry Commission regarding the claim 
procedure. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the report as presented 
All were in favour. 
 
485/21 QUOTATIONS FOR REPLACEMENT BINS IN PEACE GARDEN 
Bins were too small with heavy inserts. 
Proposed by Cllr L Gillard and 
Resolved to accept the quotation of £656.88 + Vat from Broxap for the 
replacement of three litter bins in the Peace Garden.  Cllr Pacey had 
suggested that as the bins were still in reasonable condition,  the Cemeteries 
could have a bin each and they could be lined with bin liners.  It was agreed 
that this could be looked at by officers. 
All were in favour. 
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486/21 FOOD FESTIVAL 2022 & MARKET CHARTER FEE 
Food Gousto had enquired whether they could hold a one-day event in 
Central Park in August 2022.  They had advised that they found the market 
charter fee of £500 was severely impacting on their profits and decision on 
whether to use Central Park as a location for their event.   
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to allow the Food Festival to return in Central Park, Syston on 
Saturday 27 August 2022. 
All were in favour. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to agree to pay any shortfall from £500 for the Market Charter fee. 
 
An amendment was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to give Food Gusto 50% of the Market Charter fee up to a 
maximum of £250 
One against. 
The amendment was carried. 
 
487/21 PAVILION REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
Breach of Contract 
Informal meeting taken place with Gately Legal, limited options due to 
financial situation of contractor. PO given to Gately to advise contractor of 
their options.  
 
The report was noted as presented. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved to accept the report. 
All were in favour. 
 
488/21 REQUEST SKATE PARK – WINFIELD PARK 
A young resident of Syston had highlighted a need for another Skate Park in 
Winfield Park. 
 
The Council welcomed contact from a young resident of Syston and 
considered their request very seriously. 
 
Resolved to ask the young resident for evidence of their research of a 
demand for a second skatepark in Syston.  If this was provided, then a 
consultation with the residents living in the Winfield Park locality would take 
place.  ACTION: TM 
One vote against. 
The motion was carried. 
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489/21 TO AGREE THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to approve the monthly financial reports as at 2 February 2022. 
All in favour. 
 
 
490/21 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The report was noted.  

• monies had now been received from the PPC towards the new notice 
board and this had been ordered. 

• Gately Legal to do a preliminary letter to negotiate a settlement figure from 
contractor. 

 
 
491/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
8 March 2022 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
 


