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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr L Gillard  
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr A Jansari 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr P Walden 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Miss Sophie Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
Cllr Simon Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
397/21 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection  
 
398/21 TO RECEIVED APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr S Brown (Personal) Cllr M Carnall (Personal) Cllr S 
Gerrard (Personal) Cllr P Knight (Personal) Cllr D Pepper (Personal) Cllr H Screaton 
(Personal) Cllr S Walker (Personal) all were proposed by the Chairman and 
accepted. 
 
399/21 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL 
AND/OR PREJUDICAL 
There were no declarations of interest.  
  
400/21 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Christmas Shop Window Competition had been a success this year with over 
300 votes on the online survey. The winners were Paper Moon and LOROS, who 
won the Charity Shop prize.  
 
401/21 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Councillors noted a report written by PCSO Lesley Harrison detailing local crimes 
over the last 30 days. Councillors were concerned about the number of thefts from 
the Aldi supermarket on Melton Road.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
resolved to accept the report and to speak with the local PCSO to ask what they 
were doing to assist Aldi.  
All in favour. 
 
402/21 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
23 NOV 2021 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 23 November 
2021. 
All in favour. 
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403/21 GREEN FLAG ENTERIES FOR BARKBY ROAD CEMETERY & CENTRAL 
PARK 
The Town Manager had been looking into entering Barkby Road Cemetery into the 
Green Flag Award. This was a good alternative to the Cemetery of the Year Award 
which Barkby Road Cemetery is not eligible to enter. It would also be a good 
accolade for the town if Central Park were to achieve a Green Flag Award and would 
provide a boost to the Estates Team, who are adapting to working without the 
guidance of the Senior Groundsman (in terms of planting). 
 
A lot of work has gone into improving Barkby Road Cemetery with the help of the 
Friends group also many improvements have been done in Central Park.  
 
Proposed by Cllr M Mcloughlin and  
Resolved to enter both Barkby Road Cemetery and Central Park into the Green 
Flag Awards at a cost of £678 + VAT. 
All in favour. 
 
404/21 QUOTATIONS FOR SERVICING PARTITION WALL IN OLD SCHOOL 
ROOMS 
The moveable partition wall in the Old School Rooms requires servicing. It is a legal 
duty to have the partition serviced at least once a year. The committee considered 
the quotations obtained by the Facilities Manager.  
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept the quotation from Style Moveable Partition Specialists to 
service the moveable partition wall on a three-year contract at a cost of £340+VAT 
per year. 
All in favour. 
 
405/21 APPROVAL DRAFT BUDGET 2022-2023 
The Budgets had been scrutinised by all Committees on a monthly basis since 

October.   The Council Tax Base rate for 2022/2023 from Charnwood Borough 

Council had just been received to enable the finalising of the Precept amount. 

To achieve a balanced budget an increase of 9.32% on Council Tax was required 

based on a ‘Band D’ figure for Syston of 4,368. This equated to an increase of 

£11.14 per household per year; this was a weekly increase of 21 pence per 

household. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 

Resolved to approve the budget figure for 2022/2023 of £636.240. 

All were in favour. 
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406/21 PRECEPT TO BE SUBMITTED TO CHARNWOOD 
Local Government Act 1972, Section 150 Sub Section 4 

 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the precept figure for 2022/2023 at £570,941 
All in favour. 
 
 
407/21 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNILLOR REPORTS 
 

Cllr Simon Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 

Derek Cox 

I was very sad to read of the passing of Mr Derek Cox the author of the Down to 

Earth Column on Gardening, I am sure that many Syston residents will miss his 

Gardening advise and helpful tips, and I send my condolences to his family. 

Shop Local 

With Christmas almost here, Syston has many great shops and small businesses to 

top up those Christmas gifts, food and drink, and also when you shop local you are 

supporting a local person to provide for their family. 

Councillor Surgeries 
 
The Next Councillor Surgery will be Held on 5th February 2022 at 10am – this will be 
a Zoom meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town 
Councils Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page, this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County 
Councillors about Issues in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you 
need us. 
 
 
On behalf of myself and the other Syston Councillors I would like to wish all our 
residents a safe and happy Christmas and New Year 
 

 

Cllr James Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
 
Major consultation launched on County’s Strategic Plan 
 
A brand new consultation has launched enabling people to give their views on a 
major blueprint for council services.  From tackling climate change to conserving our 
heritage and keeping people safe, Leicestershire County Council is encouraging 
residents to have their say on its aims for the next four years.  Creating jobs, 
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celebrating diverse communities, improving transport and supporting children to 
thrive, and more, are also set out in the authority’s refreshed ‘strategic plan’. 
 
The consultation is open until 21 January and can be found at 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement   
 
With Leicestershire’s population set to grow by around 20 per cent in 20 years, the 
council is planning for the future to make sure front-line services which support 
vulnerable people are protected. The draft strategic plan focuses on: 
 

• Building a clean, green future – where nature flourishes and our economy is low 
carbon 

• Keeping people safe and well – with support to live fulfilling lives 
• Supporting diverse and resilient communities – where local heritage is enjoyed 

and conserved 
• Creating a strong economy - with the right homes and infrastructure in the right 

place 
• Giving every child the best start in life – with access to good education 

 

Councils join together to call for extra-funding 

A cross-party group of the lowest funded councils across the country are joining 
forces to call for a £300 million temporary fix to level up local government finance.  
Leicestershire County Council is leading the campaign calling on the Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing, and Communities (DLUHC) to inject the extra money to 
support the very lowest funded authorities in the country. 
 
Now, Leicestershire leader, Nick Rushton, and the leaders of the lowest funded 
councils – known as F20 - have written to DLUHC Secretary of State, Michael Gove, 
setting out why the additional funding is needed.  
 
The letter, also sent to Minister for Levelling Up and Communities Kemi Badenoch, 
follows a meeting earlier this month of the leaders of this new cross-party grouping of 
the very lowest funded councils, including York, Bath and NE Somerset, Luton, 
Warrington and Hampshire, who agreed to put their weight behind the campaign. 
 
The proposed short term solution short-term solution – recently published by think-
thank UK Onward – would see an extra £300 million injected into the system. This 
would benefit the F20 councils which have low levels of core spending power, 
compared to better funded councils. 
 
Without additional financial support, those authorities with low core spending power 
increasingly will struggle to provide essential and valued services to their local 
communities. A temporary solution isn’t ideal but it offers to achieve a quick and 
relatively cheap solution to put our low funded councils on a more sustainable 
footing.  With the local government finance settlement on the horizon, it’s the perfect 
time to talk about what’s required to level up local government funding. 
 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement


MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON ON 21 DECEMBER 2021 

                         Page  152 
 

 

Chairman………………………….. 

Bird flu outbreak at chicken farm near Barrow 
 
New restrictions have come into force after a case of avian influenza (bird flu) was 
confirmed in chickens at a poultry farm near Barrow upon Soar in Charnwood.  The 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has now put 3km and 
10km Temporary Control Zones in place surrounding the infected premises to limit 
the risk of the disease spreading, which means it is a legal requirement for all bird 
keepers in the affected area to follow increased biosecurity measures. 
 
Movement of domestic poultry and other captive birds is not allowed, and all birds 
kept by people living within the control zone must be housed in enclosures which do 
not allow birds to fly in and out or have any contact with wild birds.  More information, 
including a map of the zones and details of the restrictions, can be found at 
www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu-cases-and-disease-control-zones-in-
england 
 

The UK Health Security Agency has confirmed that the risk to public health is very 
low and the Food Standards Agency has said that bird flu poses a very low food 
safety risk for UK consumers. Properly cooked eggs and poultry are safe to eat. 
 
Leicestershire County Council is working closely with DEFRA and the Animal & Plant 
Health Agency (APHA) to help reduce the spread of the disease. Our Trading 
Standards officers will be visiting all properties within the control zone to identify bird 
owners, provide advice and ensure all flocks are identified for inspection by the 
APHA.  Information signs are being put up on roads into and out of the 10km 
surveillance zone to inform drivers of the restrictions that are in place to reduce the 
spread of bird flu.  
 
People are being warned not to touch or pick up any dead or sick birds they find. 
Anyone who finds dead swans, geese, ducks or other dead wild birds, such as gulls 
or birds of prey, should report them to the Defra helpline on 03459 33 55 77.  
 
Bird keepers should report suspicion of disease in captive birds to the Animal and 
Plant Health Agency on 03000 200 301.  

 
 
Cllr Tom Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor and Charnwood 
Borough Councillor 
 
Charnwood Borough Council 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

A sports festival for people with a variety of disabilities has been held to help 
celebrate International Day of Persons with Disabilities. 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu-cases-and-disease-control-zones-in-england
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu-cases-and-disease-control-zones-in-england
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The Inclusive Sports Festival was organised by Active Charnwood, the sport and 
activity team at Charnwood Borough Council, and partners which was held at 
Loughborough Leisure Centre on Friday (Dec 3). 

The Active Charnwood team worked with partners including Fusion Lifestyle, 
Leicestershire Country Cricket Club, Charnwood Indoor Bowls Club, Leicester 
Tigers, Leicester City in The Community and Loughborough Lawn Tennis Club to 
promote and expand Charnwood’s inclusive sport offer. Sporting activities took place 
during the week before the sports festival. 

Budget 2022/23 

Charnwood Cabinet agreed to put out the budget for Consultation.  Dependent on 

Grant funding from the Government to be announced, it is envisaged on Services will 

be maintained with a small rise in Council tax. 

Leicestershire County Council   

Members Highway fund  

I have submitted an application to utilise the £25K allocated to all County Councillors 

for improvements in their division. The majority were the ideas put forward by Town 

Council for speed cameras in the areas requested and further improvements 

requested by residents. I am confident that the funds will be fully utilised. I await a 

report back from Highways  

Improvements to Fosse Way/High Street 

Pukka Pies have recently applied to the County Council to extinguish the Public 

Footpath which runs through their site and as an alternative undertake improvement 

works to the footway adjacent to Fosse Way and High Street. As you may be aware 

any application to divert or extinguish a Public Right of Way has to go through a legal 

process which includes a period of Public Consultation. Their application is currently 

with County Council Legal Services team awaiting Preliminary Consultations to be 

undertaken. 

  
If the Pukka Pies application to extinguish the Public Footpath is successful, they will 
then be required to provide the improvements to the footway. I am aware that their 
Agent has this week been in contact with my colleagues in Network Management 
regarding the proposed footway works and the agreements which are required to 
undertake the works.  

Tree Scheme to plant 700,000 trees  

Landowners and farmers and members of the community and Town and Parish 
Councils are being invited to register for their free tree pack, in a bid to help the 
county council plant 700,000 trees – a tree for every person in Leicestershire. Each 
pack includes 45 native trees - 15 each of oak, crab apple and hazel. Leicestershire 
is one of the least wooded areas of the country, currently around 6 per cent 
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woodland – well below the national average of 10 per cent. 
The authority aims to get to the root of the problem as the initiative has been 
designed to help renew and restore existing tree cover, as well as regenerate 
countryside which is under threat from diseases such as Ash Dieback. This forms 
part of the council’s aim to help plant a tree for every person in the county and 
enhance Leicestershire’s landscape. If you are a member of a community group, 
parish council or school you can also apply for your trees 
at www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/freetrees  

Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
 
I joined a Zoom meeting last Wednesday 15/12/21 about staying safe this winter, it 

was about one hour long and is now on the website.  It was short but very 

informative, there was so much packed into the hour.  It was mainly staying alert of 

the Covid-19/omicron virus, so many tips were given which made it very interesting. 

I was contacted by Radio Leicester on the same day, they were asking about the 

new Cash Hub that was going to be in Syston. I met the reporter at 8am on the 

following day, when asked where I thought it should be the only place I thought 

suitable was the former Barclay’s Bank.  I do not know when it will be opened, but 

people will be able to speak to a person face to face.  Earlier this year I had written 

to our MP Ed Argar about our banks etc closing, I also emailed banks that had been 

part of the Syston scene. 

I have sent my apologies for this meeting, and hopefully I will have had my surgery.   

Have a safe Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

 
408/21 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in January):  

• Development & General Purposes Committee 7 December 2021  

• Amenities Committee 7 December 2021  

• Resources Committee 14 December 2021  
 
 
 
409/21 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
 
410/21 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
The report was noted. 
CCTV has finally been installed on Melton Road. 
The new Topic is out and tabled for Councillors 
 
411/21 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
The report was noted.  

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/LeicsTrees
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman and resolved that the public, including the press, 
be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. All in 
favour. 
 

 
 
414/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
25 January 2022 at 7.30pm 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.26pm 
 


