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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chair 
Cllr A Jansari – Vice Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr K Pacey 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms Catherine Voyce 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr J Poland – County Councillor 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Borough Councillor 
PCSO Fiona Lacey 
PCSO Alistair Cochrane  
  
286/21 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
 
287/21TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr P Walden (work commitment), Cllr L Towell (work 
commitment), Cllr M McLoughlin (personal), Cllr D Pepper (personal), Cllr H Screaton 
(personal), Cllr M Carnall (personal) and Cllr S Walker (personal) all were proposed 
by the Chairman and accepted.  
All in favour. 
 
 
288/21 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen- minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the public. 
There were no matters raised by the Public. 
 
  
289/21 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Cllr D Pepper was recovering from Covid-19 in Oakham hospital. He was making 
good progress and hoped to be recovered enough to return to Council next month.  
Councillors were pleased to hear the good news and wished Cllr Pepper the best of 
health. 
 
Travellers had been in situ at Syston Railway Station this week; the British Transport 
Police had eventually evicted them. Since their eviction they had gained entry to the 
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old ambulance station by breaking a locked gate; several items had been stolen 
around this area. 
 
There was a ‘book launch' event in Syston Parish Church on Saturday 6 November 
from 10.00 until 12.00 The book was entitled “Syston in the 20th Century”.  All were 
invited.  Copies of the books would also be available to purchase at the Council 
Offices. 
 
Council Officers had organised a Charity Fashion Show in aid of Loros, this year’s 
Chairman’s nominated charity, on Tuesday, 30 November. Advance purchase tickets 
were £5 which included a complimentary glass of wine or soft drink.  All proceeds to 
Loros. 
 
The Chairman stated that he had miscommunicated a remark from the public last 
month regarding the fence at Deville Park.  There had been a query about a gap in 
the fence and why this was not being filled; the fence along the back of Deville Park 
had now been repaired and Pyracantha bushes had been planted along the fence to 
help to protect it from wilful damage. 
 
290/21 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Councillors noted a report written by PCSO Lesley Harrison detailing local crimes 
over the last 30 days.  
 
PCSO Fiona Lacey gave a verbal update report: 
 
Council would be kept updated on actions relating to the travellers.   
 
There had recently been several thefts of catalytic converters from cars in nearby 
villages. 
 
ASB – there had been a noticed reduction in crime around the parks and the Police 
were in regular contact with the parents of a gang of youths. 
 
PCSO Alistair Cochrane had now joined the Syston Beat Team, he was an 
experienced member of the Police force with five years’ service. 
 
Collar numbers for the Syston Beat Team: 
PCSO Fiona Lacey  6868 
PCSO Alistair Cochrane 6556 
PCSO Lesley Richards 6098 
PCSO Shannon Spence 6100 
PC James Johnson 4290 
PC Jason Stowell  1651 
 
 
Proposed by T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept the police report. 
All in favour. 
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291/21 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 28 SEPTEMBER 2021 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to approve the Full Council minutes of 28 September 2021. 
All in favour. 
 
292/21 LETTER TO LOCAL SCHOOLS – LITTER MONITOR 
This item was brought forward. 
A letter had been drafted by Cllr P Knight to be sent to local schools about the 
monitoring of litter in Syston and the use of the Love Clean Street app.  
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept and post the letter to local schools. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
293/21 LETTER TO LOCAL BUSINESSES – CLEAN UP CAMPAIGN 
Councillors recently supported the proposal by Pukka Pies for removal of the public 
right of way through The Half Croft and the upkeep and general appearance of the 
area from the railway bridge on Fosse Way to the High Street. 
A letter by Cllr P Knight has been drafted to businesses to ask them to consider 
sponsoring a clean-up project on Fosse Way. 
The Chairman confirmed that Syston Town Council did not have any legal right to 
raise money from businesses. 
Leicestershire County Council could assist in progressing this scheme. 
 
294/21 PAVILION REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
Bison Contractors had withdrawn their services and had been issued with a default 
notice; as well as being informed that the Council were keeping their options open 
regarding taking legal action for the retrieval of any increased costs incurred when a 
new contractor was appointed. 
FA had confirmed their on-going support but would not increase their funding offer 
amount.   
HSSP had gained interest from two local contractors and a third were considering. 
A return date for tenders was set at 28 November 2021. 
 
 

(a) LAND REGISTRY RESTRICTION – FA FUNDING 
This report has been brought to Full Council due to the time lapse before the next 
Amenities meeting. 
 
A condition of the FA funding offer was to implement a restriction on the Land 
Registry Title of Memorial Park.  This was to ensure that the Council did not sell the 
land without the consent of the FA. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 



 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON ON 26 OCTOBER 2021 

                                                                                                                                                                                  
Page 109                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                         
Chairman ………………………………... 

 

Resolved to allow Catherine Voyce Town Manager and Cllr Tom Barkley Chairman 
of the Town Council to sign the Land Registry restriction on behalf of Syston Town 
Council. 
All were in favour. 
The motion was carried. 

 
 

(b) TEMPORARY SECURITY LIGHT – PAVILION 
This report had been brought to Full Council due to the time lapse before the next 
Amenities meeting. 
 
Wreake Valley Runners had been using the car park at Memorial Park as their base, 
during the summer months, and were now finding the area was too dark.  They had  
requested whether they could install temporary security lights on the Pavilion 
building, (by a qualified election in their membership), at their own expense.    
 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to allow the Wreake Valley Runners to install a temporary security light on 
the Sports pavilion at their expense. 
All were in favour. 
 
295/21 BROOKSIDE SUITE SHUTTER – URGENT REPAIR 
The roller shutter from the kitchen to the Brookside Suite had broken due to the 
motor failing. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the quotation from Elite doors at a cost of £700 + VAT. 
All were in favour. 
  
 
296/21 TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 
Cllr J Poland – Leicestershire County Councillor 
 
“Support available to help people quit smoking 
 
Smokers are being urged to kick the habit in October with the help of Leicestershire 
County Council’s Quit Ready service.  Public health officials have already helped 
more than 2,700 people in Leicestershire give up smoking in 2021. 
 
And now they are hoping more people will come forward and seek help for the tenth 
anniversary of Stoptober – a nationwide month-long drive to improve people’s health 
and save them money by getting them off tobacco.  Last year 320 people signed up 
for help from the council for the month. 
 
Research has shown that those who can go a month without smoking are five times 
more likely to quit for good and experts say that smokers who use a combination of 
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specialist support and medication are three times more likely to give up smoking 
successfully. 
 
The council’s Quit Ready service pairs smokers, or recent non-smokers, with a 
dedicated stop smoking adviser.  Across a 12-week telephone support programme, 
officials provide free, personalised advice and support as well as access to free stop 
smoking medication and quitting aids.  Smokers who choose to quit with an e-
cigarette will be offered a free starter kit and follow-on nicotine liquids. 
 
This year Stoptober is encouraging those taking the challenge to quit for 28 days to 
download the official, free NHS Stoptober app.  People who sign up will receive 
access to support resources, a saving calculator, quick tips, and daily motivation. 
To get in touch with Quit Ready Leicestershire, call 0345 646 66 66, text ‘ready’ to 
66777 or go to www.quitready.co.uk.   
 
Businesses encourages to extend Kickstart places  
 
Businesses across Leicestershire are being urged to take advantage of a new cash 
pot enabling them to extend paid work experience for young people. 
 
Leicestershire County Council is encouraging companies to increase placements 
offered under the Government’s Kickstart from six to 12 months, after the Leicester 
and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership (LLEP) pledged £500,000 to bolster the 
scheme.  The council already has a similar plan for its own placements and has 
offered placements to 15 young people so far, with further opportunities available in 
areas including highways services, waste operations, surveying, business support 
and administration. 
 
Kevin Harris, chair of the LLEP Board of Directors said: “This additional LLEP 
funding should greatly improve the employment prospects of young people 
participating in the scheme, and also helps to support local SMEs with their skills 
needs." 
 
Leicester and Leicestershire’s population of 16 to 24-year-olds is above the national 
average, and data gathered by the LLEP shows that young workers are more likely 
to be disadvantaged by any economic downturn. LLEP's 2019 Employer Skills 
Survey showed that 68 percent of employers cited having relevant work experience 
as critical to recruitment for young people. 
 
The Government’s Kickstart scheme offers six-month paid work placements for 16-
24 year olds who receive Universal Credit.  Successful organisations will need to 
offer a further six-month work placement for a minimum of 25 hours per week to 
existing Kickstart participants, paying at least the minimum wage.   The scheme will 
cover salary costs for up to 30 hours per week, employer National Insurance 
contributions and employer minimum automatic enrolment contributions.” 
 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Councillor 

http://www.quitready.co.uk/


 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON ON 26 OCTOBER 2021 

                                                                                                                                                                                  
Page 111                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                         
Chairman ………………………………... 

 

 
“Beat The Street in Charnwood 

Over 2,800 people have signed up to a physical activity game which launched in the 
south of Charnwood earlier this month. 

Beat the Street encourages people to get outside and active and works by turning an 
area into a real-life game. Participants visit ‘Beat Boxes’ around the area and their 
journeys are recorded. 

So far, more than 7,000 miles have been covered by players across Birstall, 
Thurmaston and Syston. 

The game runs until November 3 so there is still time to join in. It has been organised 
by Charnwood Borough Council’s sport and physical activity team Active 
Charnwood, working in partnership with Active Together and the South Charnwood 
School Sport and Physical Activity Network. 

Love Loughborough Market 

It’s time to show your love for Loughborough Markets as part of the national Love 
Your Local Market campaign which launches on Saturday October 16. 

Charnwood Borough Council is backing the campaign and using it as an opportunity 
to call on people to support the market, appeal for new stall holders and to also 
celebrate the 800th anniversary of a Royal Charter being granted to the market. 
The Love Your Local Market campaign is run by the National Association of British 
Market Authorities (NABMA). 

Cllr Jenny Bokor, the Council’s lead member for Loughborough, said: “We are 
incredibly proud of Loughborough Markets and I would urge people to show their 
support for traders by making an extra special effort to visit during the Love Your 
Local market campaign. 

“The markets also bring in thousands of people each week to Loughborough which is 
very important to our local economy. 

“The fact that this year we are also celebrating 800 years since the granting of the 
Royal Charter makes being part of this campaign even more special. We certainly 
love Loughborough Markets, and we know lots of people do to.” 

Councillor Surgeries 
 
The next Councillor Surgery will be Held on 6th November 2021 at 10am – this will be 
a Zoom meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town 
Councils Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page, this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County 
Councillors about Issues in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you 
need us.” 
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Cllr T Barkley – Leicestershire County Councillor 
County Council 
Climate Change Action 

“Passionate and friendly volunteers from a wide range of backgrounds are being 
sought to raise awareness of waste, environment, and sustainability issues in 
Leicestershire. 

The council are encouraging people to come forward and get involved in a broad 
variety of areas, such as: 

• Biodiversity 

• Carbon awareness and reduction 

• Composting 

• Recycling, reuse and waste reduction 

• Reusable nappies   

The Environment Action Volunteers have a diverse and rewarding role, where they 
can encourage positive behavioural change and help make Leicestershire a net zero 
county by 2045. 
 
Activities include supporting community-led projects and events, advising the wider 
public, and supporting social media campaigns designed to help people in 
Leicestershire live more sustainably. 

No previous experience of volunteering is needed, and full training will be given. 

The Environment Action Volunteers scheme offers a range of opportunities to make 
a positive change. It’s a great way to meet new people, develop your skills and make 
a real difference in your local community. We’re always keen to hear from anyone 
who shares our vision to protect the environment and reduce waste in the county. 

Anyone who would like to find out more about becoming an Environment Action 
Volunteer and who is a Leicestershire resident aged over 18  
http://www.lesswaste.org.uk/volunteering/ 
 
Alternatively, you can contact the Waste and Environment team on 0116 305 7005 
or email wasteprevention@leics.gov.uk 

Employment Skills -Post pandemic and after furlough  

With coronavirus restrictions lifted and the furlough scheme ended, Leicestershire 
County Council is expanding its scheme to help residents who are seeking paid work  

mailto:wasteprevention@leics.gov.uk
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 Work & Skills Leicestershire is open to everyone – from those who have never been 
employed to those who have lost their jobs due to the pandemic, been furloughed or 
who are at risk of redundancy. It will also help college leavers, graduates and agency 
staff on zero hour or temporary contracts. 

 Qualified personal advisers are at hand to offer impartial and professional advice to 
people from all backgrounds and support people on a one-to-one basis. 

Everyone who signs up to the scheme has the opportunity to have a tailored work 
plan drawn up for them, including clear targets and steps to achieve their goal. 

Help is given with CV and letter writing skills, job searches, interview techniques and 
digital training, self-employment advice and business support. 

Appointments are available both via telephone and face-to-face at the Employment 
Hubs. To find out more visit www.leicestershire.gov.uk/work-and-skills or call 0800 
988 0308. 

Charnwood Borough Council  

Help for the Community  

Local groups from the voluntary, community and charities sector recently joined a 
number of health, education and employment support organisations at an event to 
find out more about Your Store.  

The social supermarket is being created by a partnership involving Charnwood 
Borough Council, John Storer Charnwood, The Bridge and Charnwood Food Poverty 
Group. 

The project aims to support people who are eligible and may currently be using 
foodbanks transition to more independence by becoming a Your Store member. 

Members will be able to do a weekly shop and access a range of affordable food for 
£3. There will also be a range of support available through the project including 
money management, mental health and wellbeing, education, cooking classes and 
household budgeting.For more information about your store Visit 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/yourstore” 

 
 
Cllr Sue Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Councillor  
 
“Last week we were all stunned at the news that a Borough Councillor had passed 
away, Gill Bolton was just 63 years of age and I was told that she had passed away 
peacefully. 
 
 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/jobs-and-volunteering/skills-for-jobs/work-and-skills
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I have attended the Plans Committee Meeting at Loughborough, as it was only a 
short list the meeting didn’t take long.  
 
I still tune into Zoom meetings and training sessions, although not all training 
sessions relate to the committees I’m on.  I am tuning into a meeting on Thursday 
afternoon, as it is about ‘looking after ourselves’ whilst carrying out our duties as 
councillors.  “ 
 
Cllr K Pacey – Charnwood Borough Councillor 
Cllr K Pacey did not present a report. 
 
 
297/21 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the following meetings were received (any amendments would be made at 
each relevant Committee meeting in November): 
  

• Development & General Purposes Committee 5 October 2021 

• Amenities Committee   12 October 2021 

• Resources Committee  19 October 2021  
 
298/21 QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
 
299/21 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The report was noted. 
Bison had returned the Pavilion keys to the office. 
 
300/21 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The report was noted. 
 
301/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
23 November 2021 at 7.30pm.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.05 pm.          
 
 
  


