Issue 8 I July 2021

Syston Topic
Serving the people of Syston

Syston Town Council have signed up to the Love Clean Streets App. The free to
download app enables users to report issues in Syston easily by reporting a problem
via the app or even taking a photo of the area of concern. The app automatically
picks up the location and a report can then be sent to the correct council department
straight away.

How to get started:
1) Download the Love Clean Streets app on the apple app store or google play
and open when in Syston and you will see the home authority selection
screen branded for you.
2) On the map screen move the pin to Syston if not there already and then go
through and add a report – you will see your categories.
What can you report?
- Issues in Syston’s Parks (Criminal damage, Dog waste bins, Litter,
Playgrounds)
- Issues on the streets in Syston (Blocked gullies, Dog Fouling and litter,
Epicormic growth on trees by road-side, grass cutting and hedges on the
highways, overflowing bins, potholes)
- Crime (Criminal damage in parks, Drug paraphernalia, Fly-tipping, Graffiti)
- Issues in Cemeteries (Barkby Road Cemetery, Syston and District
Cemetery)
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Great British Spring Clean
On Sunday 6th June Syston took part in the annual Great British Spring Clean
campaign ran by Keep Britain Tidy. We had a fantastic turnout of 70+ volunteers
even though the weather wasn’t on our side. In total we managed to collect over 100
bags of litter. Thank you to all who volunteered their time on the day and to
Charnwood Borough Council who assisted with providing some of the equipment.
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New Dog Bins
After an increase of dog fouling in certain areas of the Town, two new 60 litre dog
bins have been fitted at Deville Park and Winfield Park by our estates team. It is
hoped that the new bins will encourage people to pick up after their dogs and
prevent the overflowing of dog waste bins in the area which has become a problem
in recent months.

Plant Giveaway
The spring bedding situated on Park Square was
removed in May to make way for the new summer
bedding. Instead of disposing of the plants which
were still in good condition, it was decided to
giveaway the plants to residents of Syston to use
in their own gardens. The plants were placed in
bags and left on the grassed area in park square.
The plants were snapped up almost immediately
by residents, and we hope to do the same again
with other bedding plants in the future. Giveaways
will be advertised on our Facebook and Twitter
pages the day before.
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Dog Bin Map

Dog Bin Locations
Archdale Park
Barkby Road
Brookside
Central Avenue
Chapel Street
Fosse Way
Haddon Close
Barkby Road Cemetery
Central Park

High Street
Jubilee Close
Lower Church Street
Oxford Street
Cross Street
Deville Park
Melton Road
Syston & District Cemetery
Memorial Park

St Aidans Avenue
St Peters Street
The Green
Upper Church Street
Wanlip Road
Wyndale Drive
Winfield Park
East Avenue

Please clean up after your dog and use bins provided.
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The Highs and Lows in Syston
The Highs
Council meetings return face to face
After a year of Zoom meetings, the Council is now back to face to face meetings at
the Syston Community Centre. Some adjustments have had to be made so that we
are Covid-19 secure. Masks, social distancing, hand washing and screens are in
use. We have continued with the zoom option for those self isolating and members
of the public. Councillors are also welcome to join via zoom but will lose their voting
right. The zoom link can be found on the agenda which is placed on all noticeboards
in Syston as well as on our website systontowncouncil.gov.uk.

Leicester City Win the FA Cup
Congratulations to Leicester City who won the FA
Cup at Wembley stadium for the first time ever back
in May. It was fantastic to see so many houses and
businesses dressed up for the occasion. Thank you
again to Syston’s Knitting Banxy who put up a post
box topper with the FA Cup trophy.
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Chairman’s Donation to Living Without Abuse
Councillor Tom Barkley chose charity Living Without Abuse for his nominated charity
for the year 2020/21 and was finally able to present a cheque of £2,188.00 to Verity
Mitchell, Head of fundraising of LWA.

Living Without Abuse believes that all people have the right to live without fear of
violence and abuse. They can provide support to anyone who is experiencing or
fearing violence or abuse from a partner, ex-partner or family member.
Their commitment is to support anyone who may be experiencing or fearing abuse
and violence, working to meet the needs of everyone regardless of circumstances,
provide ongoing outreach support to women and men, work to meet the needs of
children, work in partnership with other agencies to ensure clients receive sensitive
and appropriate services, work with others to stop abuse, enable those who have
been affected by domestic abuse and or sexual violence to determine their own live
and help survivors to resettle into a new community.
If you would like to find out more you can visit their website www.lwa.org.uk or visit
their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/lwacharity
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George Walker Planter
George Walker have kindly donated a large planter for the enjoyment of Syston
residents. The planter The planter has been planted with bee friendly wildflower
seeds. The planter will certainly brighten up the High Street. A big thank you to Rob
Toon of George Walker for the donation of the planter. The planter can be found on
the junction on Walkers way and High Street.

Chairman’s Nominated Charity – 2021/22
This year elected Chairman Cllr Tom Barkley has chosen LOROS as his charity. The
charity offers specialised care to those over 18 with complex problems who are
suffering from a terminal illness. They provide short stays for symptom management
and end of life care. They also offer day therapy, complementary therapy, and
counselling.
Officers hold fund raising events for the Chairman’s charity throughout the year and
raffle ticket sales from the Civic Reception also support this.
There is a sponsored LOROS 10K walk in August that our Officers are taking part in
this year.
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New Website
Syston Town Council have a brand-new website! This is in order to ensure that our
website is accessible to all. The new website is very easy to navigate around and
find out what you need to know very quickly. Our new web address is
www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk please take a look.

Summer Bedding planting
The parks and cemeteries have now been planted up with Summer bedding plants.
Our Estates team have been working extremely hard to get the parks looking their
best for everyone to enjoy over the Summer months. We have also been working to
improve the area’s around the Community Centre by planting up tubs on the front
and removing a Yucca Tree from the corner of one bed which was damaging the
building. This area will be redeveloped in the near future. Below are some photos of
the work the team have been doing over the Spring/Summer season so far.
Thank you also to officer, Ursula Southan for her work in designing the planter
schemes.
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Welcome to Councillor Asit Jansari
A warm welcome to our new councillor Asit
Jansari. Asit has joined the Council on the New
Barkby Ward and has joined the Development
and Resources Committees.
I am a local lad. I was born and raised in
Leicester. My parents arrived in the City after
entry from Uganda, Africa and I was born in
Belgrave. I grew up in Rushey Mead and then
moved to Syston in 2005. I was educated and
raised in Leicester and travelled away to
University and then the College of Law, Chester
and returned back to the City as a Lawyer and
specialising in Civil and Commercial Litigation
and Dispute Resolution. I am a practicing solicitor in the City and am active in the
business community of our great City.
I have always been a great advocate of assisting David against Goliath and by using
the law, and my ability, to conduct legal research and application, I am able to assist
in this manner. I was approached by a Councillor to consider becoming one myself. I
had never really considered becoming a Councillor as I felt I needed to have a
political bias to do so. I do not have one. I simply wanted to help where I could and to
make a difference to my local community.

Wild Flowers Churchyard
The wild flower area in the Churchyard which was planted two years ago has really
sprung to life this year. You can see some photos below.
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Hanging Baskets
These beautiful hanging baskets have been installed around the town above shops
as well as in the parks and cemeteries. Barrier baskets have also been planted up;
these have also been sponsored by local businesses in Syston and surrounding
villages.Thank you to all of our sponsors listed below.
Baytree Café
Byrite
Natural World
Post Office
Harborough Portas
Paper Moon
Hair Design by Wayne
Jennings
Baker & Co
Wreake Valley Flooring
Scissors
Brook Café
Boudoir
Just Gents
Nest Estate Agents
The Beer Pharmacie
Syston Eyecare
Syston Social Club
Syston Card Shop
Dudes and Dudettes
Village Bakery
Tesco
Fosseway Freight
DDC
LFI Kitchens
George Walker
Metric Services
Fox and Hounds
Hollis and Gamble
JG Locksmiths
Integral Safety
Kerrys Celebration Cake
Buena Vista Kennels & Cattery
Syston DIY
Spencer Hall Mortgages
Fireserve UK
AT Services
Biffa Waste

Tindle Tree Care
Supreme Systems
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The Lows
We have had a lot of positives over the last few months, but we have also had some
negatives. Mainly with petty vandalism and anti-social behaviour.
Furniture which had been left outside a local business for collection had been carried
by youths, destroyed, and dumped on the park meaning that our estates staff had to
clear this away along with smashed bottles. The Council paid for it’s to collection and
safe disposal of. CCTV footage is currently with the police.
The following week one of our Councillors discovered that flowers from the barrier on
Millennium Bridge had been pulled from the planters and left all over the ground to
die. A member of the public along with the Councillor tried to salvage the plants by
replanting them in the baskets.
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Town Managers Report (summarised) –
June 2021
Councillor Vacancies
There are two vacancies at the Council in wards:
• Merton Ward
• St Peters West Ward
A warm welcome to Cllr Asit Jansari who has elected to join the Development and
General Purposes Committee and the Resources Committee.
CCTV Melton Road, by the Railway Station
This is now ready for connection to the broadband line and is being arranged by
ADT.
Litter/Dog Waste Bin Update
A bin removed from Barkby Road to be replaced at the junction of Melton Road and
Barky Lane, has currently gone through the necessary scoring process to establish
whether this is possible – not so. Therefore, we have lost a bin due to residents not
wanting one outside their houses.
60-litre dog waste bins have been installed at both Winfield Park and Deville Park,
they have proved to be popular and are on the Serco emptying schedule.
Two bins on open space owned by STC at Millstone Lane development have been
managed by DWH (David Wilson Homes) are now being emptied by Serco and
charged to STC.
The bin at Empingham Way, Syston is being emptied by Serco at CBC expense
E-Bikes
We have had four e-bikes on free loan from LCC as part of their “choose how you
move” campaign, to encourage less people to use cars. Myself and Maree Nugent
are looking to purchase an e-bike as a result of this scheme. I will use my e-bike for
commuting one or two days per week as well as for leisure and Maree is using hers
to get around the town for both her work and social activities.
FA Funding for Pavilion Refurbishment & Extension
£181,932 has been secured from the FA for this project. Further updates will follow.
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Minutes of June Full Council (summarised)
Present: Cllr T Barkley (Chairman), Cllr S Gerrard, Cllr L Gillard, Cllr S Hampson, Cllr
A Jansari, Cllr J Lucas, Cllr M Mcloughlin, Cllr K Pacey, Cllr D Pepper, Cllr L Towell,
Cllr P Walden
In Attendance: Ms C Voyce, Ms U Southan, Mrs K Liquorish, Cllr S Bradshaw (CBC),
Cllr P Knight (Zoom) One member of the public (Zoom
Apologies: Cllr H Screaton, Cllr M Carnall, Cllr S Visavadia,
Charnwood Local Plan • The Charnwood Local Plan was considered at CBC last night and it was
agreed to put out a Draft Local Plan for consultation. The Plan was subject to
an Independent Planning Inspector.
• By 2037 there would be 2,104 extra houses built in Syston.
• If there was no plan in place then this would allow developers to build on any
land they felt was suitable. There were 13 villages outlined in the Plan.
• One new school was planned for Syston.
• There would now be a six - week consultation between 12 July and
23 August 2021.
• Councillors were asked to consider the need for additional:
Medical centre facilties, road improvements, investment for additional NHS
doctors and nurses, community facilities and more money for policing.
• The Chairman addressed the questions and concerns raised in a report from
the Town Manager.
• This Plan was to be considered by Development & Amenities committees
during July.
Chairmans Charity 2021/22
Councillor Tom Barkley had chosen LOROS as his chairman’s charity for the year
2021/22. All were in favour.
Urban Tree Challenge Fund Application
Local business, George Walker (Wood Yard and Tree Care) had been in discussions
with the TM to create a woodland in Syston under the Urban Tree Challenge Fund.
George Walker had offered the maximum amount of funding of £30K to be match
funded by the Government scheme, making a total fund of £60K.This would allow for
the purchase, planting and maintenance for three years of up to 70 established
young trees of approximately six feet in height. Two areas had been identified:
•
•

Deville Park for an educational woodland of mixed tree varieties which would
be of value to the local schools, youth groups and other horticulturist interest
groups.
Syston & District Cemetery- a woodland area for scattering of ashes.

Resolved for the Town Manager to work with George Walker on the Government
application for funding of £30K, matched by George Walker to equal £60K for the
planting and three year upkeep of up to 70 trees for an educational woodland at
Deville Park and an ash scattering area of woodland at Syston & District Cemetery

Page 14 of 18

Issue 8 I July 2021

Upcoming Events
Now that restrictions are starting to ease planning for public events on our parks is
progressing. The first of which will go ahead in July. Current Government guidance
relating to Covid-19 will always be followed without exception.

Funtopia
Funtopia will be held on Saturday 14th and
Sunday 15th August from 11am until 5pm
each day. Funtopia is a travelling children's
festival, filled with high energy inflatables
and activities.
Aimed at tots to tweens. For more
information and how to buy wristbands visit
their Facebook event page at:
https://www.facebook.com/funtopiauk

Food Gusto Food Festival
Food Gusto will return on the August bank holiday weekend, Saturday
28th August following a successful event back in 2019. The festival
offers a wide range of locally produced artisan food and drink, live
cooking demonstrations and local entertainment. For more information
visit www.systonfestival.co.uk

Billy Bates Fair
Billy Bates will be bringing his fair to Syston from 17th September to the 26th September. The
fair has been bringing rides and entertainment to Syston for over 20 years. Visit
www.billybates.co.uk for more information.

Pinders Circus
Pinders circus will also be returning to Central Park from 11th November for three days. The
Circus For more information visit www.pinderscircus.co.uk

Kids Fun Day
With family fun entertainment, children’s funfair, shopping and even an appearance from a
dinosaur there will be lots to do. Saturday 4th September on Central Park.

Leicester City Legends & Filbert Fox Charity Fun Day
Leicester City Legenda and Filbert Fox will be visiting Memorial Park on Saturday 4th
September for a charity event raising money for Glenfield Hospital, Mind and Syston Town
Juniors. There will be footballing demonstrations and activities for boys and girls try out, a
few stalls, and games.

Room Hire – Bookings Open
Room hire is now open at Syston Community Centre, please contact the office to book your
event.
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MAKE A CHANGE - BECOME A COUNCILLOR!

•
•
•
•

We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their
community to put themselves forward for election.
As a Town Councillor you can make a difference to the quality of life of local
people.
We need people who are passionate about their communities and seek to
make a change to help improve the lives of our residents.
Make a change and become a councillor!

Please contact Catherine Voyce in the first instance if you are interested in becoming
a Councillor, mark the subject heading Councillor Vacancy and send to:
catherine@systontowncouncil.gov.uk

Ward Membership
Merton Ward
Cllr Lyn Gillard
Cllr John Lucas
Cllr Ken Pacey
Cllr Salome Tonge

St Peters East Ward
Cllr Sharon Brown
Cllr Susan Gerrard
Cllr Stephen Hampson
Cllr Mike Mcloughlin

Cllr Phil Walden
Cllr Scott Walker
VACANCY
VACANCY
New Barkby Ward
Cllr Asit Jansari
Cllr David Pepper
Cllr Harold Screaton
Cllr Lara Towell
VACANCY

Chairman:
Cllr Tom Barkley
St Peters West Ward
Cllr Tom Barkley
Cllr Malwyn Carnall
Cllr Phillip Knight
VACANCY

Vice Chairman:
Cllr John Lucas
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All Councillors and Officers can be contacted via
Syston Town Council
Syston Town Council
Community Centre
School Street
Syston
Leics
LE7 1HN

Phone: 0116 260 7150
Email: mailbox@systontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Syston_TC
Facebook: www.facebook.com/systontownc

Town Manager

Catherine Voyce

Deputy Town Manager

Ursula Southan

Senior Administrator

Kay Liquorish

Facilities Manager

Jason Green

Assistant to the
Town Manager

Sophie Brown
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Dates for your Diary
Council Meetings:
July 2021
Tuesday, 06
Tuesday, 13
Tuesday, 20
Tuesday, 27

Development & GP
Amenities
Resources
Full Council

August 2021
No meetings in August

September 2021
Tuesday, 07 Development & GP
Tuesday, 14 Amenities
Tuesday, 21 Resources
Tuesday, 28 Full Council
October 2021
Tuesday, 05 Development & GP
Tuesday, 12 Amenities
Tuesday, 19 Resources
Tuesday, 26 Full Council

Meetings take place from 7.30pm unless stated otherwise.
Meetings have now returned to the Brookside Suite at the Community Centre. There
is a zoom link for the public if you wish to attend (see agenda for details)
Agendas can be found on Syston Town Council noticeboards and on our website
www.systontowncouncil.gov.uk

Contributions
If you would like to contribute or have your question answered in the next issue
please email sophie@systontowncouncil.gov.uk mark your email Letters Syston
Topic or alternatively write to:
F.A.O Sophie Brown
Syston Town Council, Community Centre, School Street, Syston, Leicester,
LE7 1HN
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