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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr S Tonge 
Cllr L Towell 
Cllr S Visavadia 
Cllr P Walden 
Cllr S Walker 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss S Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – CBC 
Cllr J Poland - CC 
Alison Williamson – EIA Project Management 
One member of the press 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting would be recorded for 
Council use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities 
(Executive arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) 
regulations 2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this 
meeting. The use of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s 
control. 
 
519/20 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
One minutes silence was held to reflect on the first anniversary of England’s National 
Lockdown and those lost as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
. 
 
520/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Carnall (personal reasons) and 
Cllr H Screaton (personal reasons). 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept all the apologies. 
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All were in favour. 
 
521/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen-minute adjournment for matters to be 
raised, if any, by the public 
 
No matters were raised. 
 
522/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

• legislation for allowing the holding of remote council meetings would expire on 
7 May 2021. Councils were being asked to start making preparations to return 
to face to face meetings. 

 
 
523/20 PROPOSED CHANGE TO FOOTPATH – PUKKA PIES 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
A representative from EIA Project Management gave an overview of their proposal  to 
widen the existing public footpath 156 from one metre wide to two metres wide as well 
as an alternative to divert it around the site of Pukka Pies plant. The widening of the 
pavement option would make it much safer for the public as well as allowing the 
pathway to be accessible for mobility scooters, wheelchair users and pushchairs.   
It was noted that the footpath was on land owned by Pukka Pies, but there was 
presently a public right of way being the existing footpath, which would be removed if 
alternative proposals were agreed by all consultees and Leicestershire County 
Council. Four groups including the Town Council were being consulted regarding this 
proposal.  
Pukka Pies would be paying all costs. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to support Pukka Pies application to widen the footpath by two metres and 
to divert it as shown on the plan provided to members.   
11 votes in favour 
2 votes against 
1 abstention 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
524/20 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
Two police reports had been circulated, one based on data from police.uk and a 
second report provided by a Syston based PCSO.    
Further details on local crimes could be found on the police.uk website. 
The report shows 46.4% of the total criminal activity in the Charnwood East Policing 
area, related to violence and sexual offences which was concerning. 
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Action: To invite the Police to a future meeting of Council to explain the breakdown 
of the Violence and Sexual offences figures with particular reference given to 
numbers involving Syston Town and how they are addressing the issue.    
 
 
 
525/20 TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW COUNCILLOR 
Deferred. 
 
526/20 CCTV PROVISION MELTON ROAD (near Railway station) 
This had been discussed at the March Resources meeting. 
Since the meeting the quotation of £3,380 from Western Power had been withdrawn, 
as it was determined that the supply could be taken from an unmetered supply. 
Monthly broadband costs from June had been reduced to £40 per month. 
ADT installation costs remained as quoted for and approved by Council.   
There was some detail to be agreed between LCC and ADT that was currently being 
actioned. 
Council wished to continue with the CCTV installation at the site. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to continue with the installation and to grant the Town Manager authority to 
spend up to an additional £1,500 to complete the wiring element relating to the data 
Cabinet and CCTV to be carried out in conjunction with LCC and ADT, This cost, in 
addition to with any capital cost relating to the data box, which is still to be installed, 
would be taken from the General Amenities/Development Capital Reserve in the next 
financial year.  
 
 
527/20 BUDGET RECONCILIATION – VIREMENT OF MONIES 
 
507/20 VIREMENT OF BUDGET CODES 
The following virements were recommended in line with Financial Regulation and had 
been recommended by Resources Committee. 
 

• Virement of £1,500 from budget code 223 – Churchyard Maintenance; from 
year 2020/21 to a new ear marked reserve – “Tree Maintenance – 
Churchyard”; year 2021/22 

 

• Virement up to £5,982 (dependent on remaining funds) from General Parks 
budget code 207; year 2020/21 to a new ear-marked reserve General Parks 
Football Pitch Improvements; year 2021/22 (dependent on receiving grant for 
Pavilion refurbishment). 

 

• Virement of £3,995 from cost code 230 Repainting of Railings at Central Park; 
year 2020/21 to a new ear-marked reserve “Bus Shelter Acquirement Action 
Plan” 2021/22 
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• Virement of remaining budget code 224 balance (Tree Maintenance) to a new 
earmarked reserve; “Tree Maintenance Central Park” (work likely to be 
beginning of April due to ground conditions). 
 

Virement of surplus to the Capital Plan for specific projects 
 

• Capital project(s) to be shown on the capital plan, as General Amenities/ 
Development Capital Reserve 

• £2,800 from General Reserve to be allocated to a new budget code Website 
Accessibility 

 
 
Additional information: 
 
Virement of £538.98 from budget code 110 Christmas Event to General Parks 
budget code 207 to spend on two new dog bins – this would be paid for prior to year-
end of 31 March 2021. 
 

This virement had been actioned. 
 

 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept this report and recommendations. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
528/20 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County and Borough Councillor Report – March 2021 – Tom Barkley 
 
County Council 
 
Carbon Neutrality and planning for future generations  

“Leicestershire County Council has set out its plans for further energy saving over 
the next decade as it moves closer towards its target of being carbon neutral by 
2030.  

The authority has saved hundreds of thousands of pounds in recent years by 
reducing energy consumption throughout its buildings, using a variety of energy-
efficient measures such as installing solar panels and LED lighting. It has achieved a 
25% reduction in annual energy consumption with £420K annual energy cost 
savings . Since 2008-2009 there has been a 64.5% reduction in emissions from 
Council building  

The revised Strategic Property Energy Strategy will support a green covid recovery 
and will involve tailoring energy upgrades with new digital ways of working in mind.  
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The next targets are to make a 30-to-50 per cent further reduction in energy 
consumption from council buildings, compared with last year, along with a 50 per 
cent increase in onsite renewable or zero-carbon energy generation.  

Covid 19 testing 

More than 13,000 rapid community tests for Covid-19 have now been taken, across 
the county's seven sites.   

Testing for all those who can’t work from home is being offered six days a week at 
centres in Wigston, Blaby, Swannington, Loughborough, Hinckley, Melton Mowbray 
and Market Harborough.   

Now schools are reopening, twice-weekly tests at the sites are also open to 
households and bubbles of school pupils and staff. 

Funding Opportunities for not for profit organisations and Community Groups  

The Leicestershire Funding Toolkit is a free searchable database of funding 
opportunities, hosted on Voluntary Action Leicestershire's website. 

The Funding Toolkit contains details of thousands of local, regional and national 
funding opportunities for not-for-profit organisations operating in Leicestershire. 

The website is free-to-use, and requires you to complete a simple one-off registration 
form to enable you to use the website. 

Once you have registered as a user on the website, you will be able to benefit from 
the following: 

 

• Access to a range of grants and funding opportunities 
• Information about national funding available, along with funding available from trusts 

and foundations 
• A series of pages dedicated to local funding opportunities 
• Opportunities to undertake targeted funding searches and the ability to save the 

details of each search 
• A weekly email bulletin with details of new funding opportunities 

If you would like to register as a user of the Funding Toolkit, please go to the 
website. 

www.fundingtoolkit.org 

Charnwood Borough Council  
 
The creation of a Freeport  
Charnwood Borough Council has welcomed the government's announcement that 
the East Midlands will be one of eight new Freeports in England, creating an 

http://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/leicestershire/
https://www.valonline.org.uk/groups/advice-support
http://www.fundingtoolkit.org/
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estimated 60,000 new skilled jobs for the region including Charnwood It will be 
based around the East Midlands Airport and Gateway. Freeports are recognised in 
law and are where businesses can benefit from more generous tax reliefs, customs 
benefits, simpler planning and wider government support.  
 

The end of Covid  19 lockdown in sight  

It is now virtually a year to the day since lockdown began and hope is in sight for a 
return to a more normal lifestyle  

As a Charnwood Councillor,  I am really proud Charnwood  have created community 
hubs to provide food parcels, help and reassurance to those most in need. We have 
distributed over £43million of funding to thousands of local businesses and 
supported rough sleepers and the homeless, getting them off the streets and into 
accommodation. We have also helped businesses adapt to the restrictions and 
enforced those rules when necessary to protect the public. It has been a difficult 
journey for everyone but communities have really pulled together to help each other 
and that has been inspiring 

At a glance: 

• 77,000 cases of coronavirus across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland so far 
• 2,300 people lost their lives 
• 4,000 people have been treated in hospital for coronavirus and discharged 
• 342,885 vaccinations completed by end of February” 

 
County Councillor Report – James Poland 
 
County Council – March 2021 
 
Refreshed energy plan supports carbon pledge 
 
“Leicestershire County Council is to set out its plans for further energy saving over 
the next decade as it moves closer towards its target of being carbon neutral by 
2030. The authority has saved hundreds of thousands of pounds in recent years by 
reducing energy consumption throughout its buildings, using a variety of energy-
efficient measures such as installing solar panels and LED lighting.  
 
The revised Strategic Property Energy Strategy will support a green covid recovery 
and will involve tailoring energy upgrades with new digital ways of working in mind.  
The next targets are to make a 30-to-50 per cent further reduction in energy 
consumption from council buildings, compared with last year, along with a 50 per 
cent increase in onsite renewable or zero-carbon energy generation.  
 
Among the projects planned for the next year are increasing the amount of solar 
panels and LED lighting at County Hall, introducing solar panels and electric vehicle 
chargers at Snibston Colliery Park and investigating low carbon heating solutions at 
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other council-owned properties. It is also hoped to install large scale energy 
generation schemes such as solar farms on council land.  
 
Saving energy and generating renewable energy are at the core of the council’s plan 
to achieve net zero carbon and council construction projects are already carried out 
in a sustainable manner.   
 
SHIRE grants available 
 
Residents are being reminded they can apply for environmental grants worth up to 
£3,000 to support local projects which help the environment and reduce household 
waste in the county.  Leicestershire County Council is encouraging people to apply 
for its SHIRE environmental grants which are available until the end of June. 
 
The SHIRE Environment Grant enables community groups and organisations to 
make fantastic environmental changes and helps Leicestershire towards its goal of 
becoming a net zero carbon emissions place to live by 2045.  The deadline to apply 
for a grant is Friday 25 June, on the website or 
email environmentgrant@leics.gov.uk. 
 
The grant will only be available for projects where the main beneficiaries are 
residents of Leicestershire county and should help reduce the amount of household 
waste or greenhouse gas emissions within communities, improve biodiversity or 
support sustainable green spaces. A simplified application process is also available 
for smaller grants of up to £300. 
 
New research highlights top performance of Leicestershire County Council 
 
New analysis suggests Leicestershire is one the top performing county councils in 
the country and reveals improvements in a number of areas.  Based on around 250 
different measures ranging from adult social care, the economy and environment to 
schools, the research places the county council in second place.  
 
The ranking - based on a group of 33 two-tier and unitary county areas – puts 
Leicestershire third for children’s social care, whilst being among the lowest 
spenders per head in this area, and first for transport and highways.  
 
To carry out the analysis, the council has used around 250 performance indicators 
from the last 12 months across 12 service themes - the data used has all been 
obtained from nationally published sources”.  

 
Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Sue Gerrard 
 
“Not much this month for me, some phoning to pensioners in the Borough and 
planning issues. There has been no decision made on the P/20/1184/2 application, 
the cafe on the Fosseway. I have called in an application P20/2381/2, a planning 

mailto:environmentgrant@leics.gov.uk
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application has been sent into Charnwood. This is for 6, 2 bedroomed flats in Roman 
Way. 
 
In a couple of weeks some lockdown rules will be eased, but we must continue to be 
cautious as Covid-19 is still about. If we all follow the simple rules set out by the 
government and think about others then we can ease out of lockdown fully. 
 
Carried out a big litter pick on one of the islands in the town”. 
 
Borough Councillor Report March 2021 – Simon Bradshaw 
 
Census 2021 
“Households across Charnwood are being asked to take part in Census 2021. 

Census day is on March 21, but households will now be receiving letters with online 
codes explaining how they can complete their forms. If you don’t get one in the next 
couple of weeks, please get in touch with the census contact centre. You can also 
request a paper questionnaire if you’d prefer to complete your census that way. 

Local census support centres will be open while the census is happening and staff 
will offer help for people not confident online, who don’t have a computer or need 
help completing on paper. 

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of 
all the people and households in England and Wales. It has been carried out every 
decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941 Due to the Second World War 

For more information, and to find out how to get help, visit census.gov.uk or call the 
contact centre on 0800 141 2021. 
 
Personal Experience of COVID Vaccination 
Like many others in my age group I was recently offered the opportunity to receive a 
COVID Vaccine, I opted to receive the Asta-Zenica Vaccine at Glenfield Hospital, the 
procedure was very well organised and on arrival at the vaccine centre which had 
been set up near to the Restaurant, I was given a fact sheet relating to the Vaccine 
and asked to change my facemask for the green ones used by the hospital, after a 
very short wait I was then shown to a desk where my details were checked and the 
procedure was fully explained, after this I was shown to another desk where the 
Vaccine was given, at no time did I feel pressured and the centre staff are very 
sensitive of each persons needs. If you are offered the vaccine by the NHS I strongly 
urge you to accept it. 
 
 
Councillor Surgeries 
 
The Next Councillor Surgery will be Held on 3rd April 2021 at 10am – this will be a 
Zoom meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town 
Councils Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page, this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County 

https://census.gov.uk/
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Councillors about Issues in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you 
need us”. 
 
 
Cllr K Pacey – Charnwood Borough Council 
A verbal report was given. 

• an increase in the number of local difficulties from residents. 

• an increase in activity licensing units but non applied to Syston. 
  
 
 
529/20 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23 FEBRUARY 
2021 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 23 February 2021 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
 
530/20 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 2 
March 2021, the Amenities Committee held on 9 March 2021 and the Resources 
Committee held on 16 March 2021 were received. (Any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in March.)  
 
531/20 QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
 
532/20 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
Councillors noted the Town Manager’s report.  
This was a comprehensive report from the Town Manager, the Deputy Town 
Manager, the Facilities Manager, the Senior Administrator and the Assistant to the 
Town Manager. 
 
A vote of thanks was given to all the staff for doing a superb job throughout 
this very challenging twelve months.   
 
533/20 COUNCIL OPERATIONS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC UPDATE 
A verbal report was given by the Town Manager; 

• community Centre office was currently partially manned by staff, only exempt 
groups allowed for room bookings 

• from 12 April Yoga Bellies parent and child. 

• from 17 May Yoga adults and martial arts. 

• from 21 June Community centre groups coming back including U3A and party 
enquiries. 

• some park bookings being taken dependant on Government legislation. 
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• grass roots football to begin on 29 March. Toilet facilities provided and would  
be supervised. 

• Wreake Valley Runners wished to use the Pavilion as their new Club House 
and until restrictions were lessened, the use of the Memorial Park car park.  TM 
had suggested that the Community Centre car park was a better option as it 
had CCTV, was lit and could be secured; whereas the Memorial Park had none 
of those facilities and was also a target for ASB.   However, the club had elected 
to stay with their choice of the Memorial Park car park.  
They were happy to contribute towards any security lighting installed. 

 
Action: to report back through Amenities 
 
 
534/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
All actions were complete or in progress. 
 
 
535/20 DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
Date of the next meeting would be 27 April 2021 at 7.30pm – via Zoom 
 
The meeting closed at 8.32pm. 
  


