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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley (Chair) 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Henry 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr L Towell 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
 
453/18 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were no apologies. 
 
454/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
455/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcements. 
 
456/18 SIGNING OF MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11 
DECEMBER 2019 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December, as agreed at Full Council were 
signed by Cllr T Barkley. 
 
457/18 BANK RECONCILIATION 
Councillors considered the bank reconciliation as at 31 December 2018.  The total in 
the bank accounts was £708,483; which included two reserved amounts of £253,799 
for capital expenditure and £194,946 for the new cemetery. 
 
458/18 CEMETERY CONSTRUCTION EXPENDITURE UPDATE 
Councillors noted the report. 
£357,952 remaining funds for the new cemetery construction, known commitments 
were £311,559 leaving a surplus of £46,393. 
Construction was on course to complete in April 2019. 
 
459/18 REVIEW HIRE CHARGES QUERY 
The charity room hire rate would increase from 1 April from 70% to a 50% reduction 
of the full hourly hire rate. 
U3A had requested a hire rate cap of £8 if their attendance for a course fell below five 
attendees.  U3A were a major customer at the Community Centre and Council were 
sympathetic to their request, although £8 was too low a threshold to make it a viable 
amount.   
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It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to agree to cap the hire rate at £10 in the daytime and £10.50 for evenings 
for a 12 month period for room hire of two hours or more, for hirers with five attendees 
or less. This would apply to all charities with no variation. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
460/18 REVIEW OF PARISH PRIORITIES FOR RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
The 2016 Parish Priorities list had been reviewed by Development and Amenities 
Committees and would be taken to Full Council for final approval. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to receive the report for information. 
All were in favour. 
 
461/18 ELECTION COSTS FROM GENERAL RESERVES 
At November Resources it was agreed to make a new ‘Earmarked Reserve Account 
for Elections’ of £5K.  CBC had more recently advised that a fully contested town 
election would incur a cost to STC of £8,910. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to increase the new ‘Earmarked Reserve’ to £9K to cover the costs of a 
potential contested election.  The Earmarked Reserve account to be remain if unused; 
if partly used, it would be topped up either from Reserves or Precept. 
All were in favour. 
 
462/18 TRAINING – COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE DEGREE AND SLCC ILCA 
A request for funding assistance for the Town Manager to attend the SLCC Community 
Governance Degree had now been withdrawn due to unforeseen additional time 
commitment and costs.   The Town Manager may request to do some individual 
modules in the future. 
 
The Assistant to the Town Manager had expressed an interest in studying the SLCC 
‘Introduction to Local Council Administration’ (ILCA); this was an online course at Level 
Two, to be completed within 12 months and costing £99.  Council were reminded that 
this course was also available to Councillors. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to approve the Assistant to the Town Manager enrolling on the ILCA course 
at a cost of £99. 
All were in favour 
 
 
463/18 UPGRADE OF WEBSITE 
An illustration of an updated template of STC website (white background instead of 
dark blue) was viewed, an upgrade was currently on offer for £100 + VAT instead of 
£250 + VAT. 
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It has been proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to order the updated website package for £100 + VAT. 
There was one abstention. 
The motion was carried. 
 
464/18 ACCOUNTS (RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS) 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to approve the accounts as follows: 
 
Receipts –   voucher numbers 561 - 629   £8,325.95 (inc VAT) 
Payments – voucher numbers 811 - 894   £71,609.41 (inc VAT) 
All were in favour. 
 
465/18 EXPENDITURE PROPOSALS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES 
 
Development Committee 
None. 
 
Amenities Committee 
An emergency expenditure order had been actioned for the replacement of the 
pedestrian and vehicular access gate and fences next to the houses on Brookside 
bordering Central Park. 
George Walker had been appointed to carry out the replacement at a cost of £1,275 
+ VAT.  The emergency expenditure had been approved in line with Financial 
Regulations, by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council. 
 
443/18 SUMMER BEDDING PLANTS QUOTATIONS 
Three suppliers had been invited to quote for the 2019 summer bedding plants. 
In spite of several companies being invited to quote, R C Smith Plants had been the 
only company to provide a quotation, and this was £2,126.60 + VAT.  This was slightly 
higher than the previous year, but the Senior Groundsman had advised that the quality 
of plants reflected the prices.   A second company had confirmed that they would be 
sending a quotation through on 16 January.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to accept the quote of £2,126.60 from RC Smith unless a lesser sum was 
quoted by a second supplier.  The final decision to be left to the Town Manager and 
taken to Resources for approval. 
All were in favour. 
 
The second quotation provided for the summer bedding plants was higher than 
the RC Smith quotation.   
It was proposed by K Pacey and  
Resolved to accept the expenditure proposals from other committees. 
All were in favour. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to suspend standing orders to consider an urgent request for park 
machinery. 



 MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON 22 JANUARY 2019 

Page 4 of 5 

 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

All were in favour. 
 
During a service of the John Deere ride-on mower, a fault had been identified, the 
repair and service combined would cost significantly more than its value.   
A replacement new John Deere ride on mower X350 42m deck would cost £3,633 + 
VAT a trade in offer of £300 against the old equipment reduced the net price £3,333 + 
VAT; to be purchased from local supplier, D & PD Uptons.  The Capital Plan had an 
amount of £8,500  reserved for a replacement triple mower, which had just undergone 
a service and had been identified as in good working order. 
Action: This item would be taken to the next Amenities meeting for retrospective 
approval. 
A query was raised if it would be cheaper to hire a mower, but it was thought that the 
hire costs would soon outweigh the purchase cost in this particular case.   
 
It was proposed by T Barkley and  
Resolved to purchase a new John Deer X350 42m deck ride on mower at a cost of 
£3,333 + VAT including trade in reduction of £300 from D & PD Uptons.   Monies to 
be taken from the Capital Account “triple mower reserve”.   
All were in favour. 
 
466/18 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
It was proposed by T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the monthly report to 17 January 2019. 
All were in favour. 
 
467/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The report was noted. 
A grant bid for replacement windows and doors in the Brookside would be submitted 
in the next few weeks. 
 
A second Health and Safety Report has been carried out by Ellis Whittam the following 
recommendations were made: 

• Annual structural testing of grave stones. 

• Annual checks of driving licences for driving STC vehicles or vehicles on behalf 
of STC. 

• Monthly vehicle checks, recorded. 

• Annual checks on contractor’s insurance and risk assessments. 
 
A written report from the H & S advisor would provide more information together with 
details and examples of the type of reports required. 
 
Action: Cllr P Henry requested that a recent incident regarding a memorial being 
knocked over by a tree at the Churchyard be taken to the next Amenities Committee. 
 
 
468/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting would be held on 19 February 2019. 
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It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and resolved that the public, including the 
press, be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
discussed. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 8pm. 


