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COUNCILLORS:   
Cllr P Henry – Chair 
Cllr T Barkley – Vice Chair 
Cllr C Booth 
Cllr J Branston 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
Cllr L Towell 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Catherine Voyce - Town Manager 
Kay Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Cllr J Poland – LCC 
One member of the press 
 
267/18 THE REFLECTION 
Cllr P Henry gave the reflection. 
     
268/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Apologies were received from Cllr P Knight, Cllr M Pacey, Cllr E Vardy and Cllr 
M Carnall. 
 
269/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER 
PERSONAL AND/OR PREJUDICIAL 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
There were no matters raised by the public. 
 
270/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Charnwood Borough Council were carrying out a review of Polling Districts. The 
review began on 1 October 2018 and would continue until 12 December 2018. 
Further details were available on the website. All Councillors had received 
details by email. 
 
271/18 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Matt Harburt had sent apologies for being unable to attend this meeting.  
The crime report for August was noted. Councillors were concerned about the 
high number of crimes within the centre of Syston, which were shown on the 
map. The Town Manager would communicate the concerns to the Police. 
 
PCSO Matt Harburt was not present at the meeting, but had provided the 
following updated information – crime dwelling five, burglary dwelling four, 
vehicle crime 11 and theft nine.  
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272/18 COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 
CLLR J POLAND  
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Local Government Re-Organisation 
A new report set out options for re-shaping local government in Leicestershire 
into a unitary authority. The paper outlined financial challenges facing councils 
and assessed potential different unitary structures. In the summer, County 
Council leader Nick Rushton had expressed a wish to “start a conversation” 
about re-drawing the shape of local government in Leicestershire. County 
Council were now engaging with MPs, district councils, parish and town 
councils, businesses, universities, the voluntary sector and other stakeholders. 
A cross-party working group to provide advice, challenge and feedback on 
proposals and next steps was being set up and was due to feedback to cabinet 
next spring. Dependent on the outcome of this engagement, a public 
consultation could follow in summer 2019. 
 
The report was considered by the County Council Cabinet on 16 October 2018. 
 
The report stated: 

• A single council would save £30m a year, a two council option would 
save £18m a year, but other factors were also taken into account in the 
assessment 

• The County Council had saved £200m since 2010 and needed to save 
another £50m by 2022. It’s current four-year budget included £90m for 
growing service demand 

• An estimated £62m savings were needed across the county and district 
councils up to 2022 

 
The report stated that a unitary structure could: 

• Bring improvements for residents and businesses by joining up services 
and reducing council costs  

• Reduce the number of councillors but strengthening their role 

• See a stronger role for town and parish councils 

• Create new area committees to take decisions over planning and 
development control locally 

• Reduce the number of senior managers and duplication of services 

• Create the option of reducing Council Tax 
 
School Places 
Leicestershire parents and carers with children due to start secondary school 
next year were reminded to apply for places at their preferred schools by 31 
October. More information on the process was available online. 
 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD 
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, SYSTON ON THE 23 OCTOBER 2018 

 
                                                                                                                                                           

PAGE 3 OF 8 

                                                                                  ………………………………. 

                                                                                                Chairman 

 

Last year 96% of Leicestershire parents submitted their application online and 
the County Council encouraged people to use this approach.  Parents were 
able to shortlist and apply for a maximum of three different schools, including 
their catchment school.  There was no automatic entry for any school.  
 
Parents and carers with children starting school for the first time in September 
2019 could also apply for primary school places via the website above.  The 
deadline for primary school admission applications was 15 January 2019; this 
date also applied   for children moving from infant to junior school.  
 
Syston Library Opening Hours 
The opening hours for Syston library from April 2019 had been agreed as 
follows.  
Staffed: 
Monday 2pm – 5pm 
Tuesday 10am – 1pm 
Thursday 10am – 1pm 
Friday 2pm-5pm 
Saturday 10am – 2pm 
 
All other times will be ‘Smart’ (evenings until 7pm, mornings commencing 8am), 
except Sundays - closed all day. 
 
Smart library technology enabled longer opening hours by providing residents 
with the option of self-access at times when no library staff are present. A 
reduction in the staffed hours meant that the service could fulfil its MTFS 
savings requirements, providing saving of £230,000 per year. 
 
CLLR T BARKLEY 
CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Community Heroes Awards 
An event was held on 15th October to recognise the invaluable work carried out 
by many people in our communities. The awards were in the categories of:  
1) Bringing People together; 2) Always there for the community; 3) Growing the 
future;  4) Fund raising. 
 
Leicestershire Football Club – former Park Hill Golf Club 
Plans had been passed for a £100 Million investment by Leicester City FC, to 
provide the best training facility in Europe, with 12 Football Pitches, a Show 
Pitch with 499 seats, 421 Car Parking spaces, a Sports Centre and 30 
Bedrooms. It was hoped that visitors will come to Syston and boost the 
economy of the town  
 
Environmental Services Contract 
Charnwood had renewed its contract with Serco to provide waste collection 
services for a further five Years. The Service provided has seen high Customer 
Service Satisfaction levels and was the most cost-effective service for the 
residents of Charnwood 
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Armed Forces Covenant 
Citizens advice Bureau had signed the Armed Services Covenant to show and 
offer their support for servicemen and women who serve at home and abroad.  
 
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Unitary Authority 
Covered by Cllr Poland above.   
 
Syston Library  
Covered by Cllr Poland above.   
 
Health Provision in the County 
Level Three Intensive Care would move from Leicester General Hospital to 
Leicester Royal infirmary and Glenfield General Hospital, providing better 
patient facilities, more resilience and better conditions. A capital grant of £30 
Million was available to use and facilitate the move and improve facilities. 
 
CLLR K PACEY  
CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL  
There would be an appeal hearing this Thursday regarding the Prestwold Music 
Event. The last event had been attended by approximately ten thousand 
people, causing local concern.  The report was very lengthy at 260 pages and 
was the biggest appeal held so far in Charnwood.  
 
Cllr K Pacey drew attention to the VASL leaflets that had been tabled, which 
included information regarding support for carers in Leicestershire. The support 
provided by VASL was available to any age group. 
 
Cllr J Poland left the meeting at 7.50pm. 
 
273/18 AGREE MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25 
SEPTEMBER 2018 
Minutes of the meeting of Full Council on 25 September 2018 were proposed 
by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
274/18 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meeting of Development & General Purposes Committee on 2 
October 2018 were proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of Amenities Committee on 9 October 2018 were 
proposed by Cllr J Lucas and                                                 
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record  
All were in favour 
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Minutes of the meeting of Resources Committee on 16 October 2018 were 
proposed by Cllr T Barkley and         
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
275/18 DEVELOPMENT OF A UNITARY STRUCTURE FOR LOCAL 
COUNCILS 
Leicestershire County Council had begun investigating the possibility of 
creating a unitary structure to replace the County Council and seven District 
councils. They were keen to continue a constructive and helpful dialogue with 
Parish and Town Councils and a Clerk Focus Group had been set up. The 
Manager of the Chief Executive Department, Simon Lawrence of LCC, had 
presented to Clerks at a recent LRALC meeting, he would also visit Town and 
Parish Councils to present at Full Council if required.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to invite Simon Lawrence, Major Programmes Manager of the Chief 
Executive Department of LCC to present to Syston Town Council regarding the 
development of a unitary structure. 
All in favour.  
 
276/18 SYSTON CITIZEN AWARD 
Last year a joint award was presented to Bob and Meg Hendry. The 2019 award 
would be presented by the Chairman at the 2019 Civic Reception. Councillors 
considered suggested criteria for selecting the recipient of the award. A 
nomination form would be included in the December edition of Syston Town 
News and also on social media and the STC website.  
 
It was decided to include the criteria listed (did not have to include all, bold 
mandatory): 

• Nominee actively involved in community work and/or service 

club’s/church groups outside of their place of employment or 

educational facility  

• Nominee had a positive impact in the community  

• Nominee had demonstrated a personal commitment to the benefit of 

the community  

• Had performed an outstanding achievement or act of heroism  

• The community had benefited from this person's involvement  

• Had overcome significant personal adversity  

• Had positive and inspiring personal attributes that served to encourage 

others  

• Nominee to be living and located in Syston 

• A time frame to be included 

• Councillors may be nominated but only for duties outside those 
carried out for Syston Town Council 
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A separate award for a Young Citizen award would be introduced for 11-18 
years; local schools and young person’s clubs to be contacted.  
 
277/18 APPOINTMENT OF CLLR M CARNALL TO THE PAVILION PANEL 
Cllr M Carnall had expressed an interest in membership of the Pavilion Panel. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved to appoint Cllr M Carnall to the Pavilion Panel.  
All in favour.   
 
278/18 COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 
There were four Councillor vacancies; no applications had been received this 
month. A Panel met on Friday 19 October to discuss ways to encourage 
applications and the following plan would be initiated: 
 
An opening evening at the Queen Victoria in January/February invitation to local 
media including Radio Leicester  
An article in STN, on the STC website; leaflets in local Cafes, a notice in each 
room at the Community Centre and a mail drop to local businesses. 
 
CBC would re-direct any enquiries they received at their Cllr recruitment day, if 
there was interest shown. 
 
279/18 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager gave an update to her report.  

• Regeneration Plan – the panel were due to meet this Friday to formulate 
an action plan using information gained from the public consultation. The 
plan would be presented at December Full Council. 

• CCTV Central Park – a meeting would be held with ADT to discuss the 
installation date.  CCTV Melton Road, ADT were researching alternative 
options for internet connection. 

• Proludic were due to commence remedial work at the play area Winfield 
Park on 6 November which had been recommended by RoSPA. 

• RBL had been granted an added an extension to the Melton Road road 
closure by LCC for the Remembrance Parade on 11 November. This 
had been arranged between RBL and LCC in spite of the STC resolution 
not to allow this.   

• Flagpole Central Park – a Union flag had been provided by RBL; the 
flagpole supplied by STC was due to be installed at the end of October.  

• Repairs to the War Memorial clock had proved to be more complicated 
and expensive than expected. Two clock faces were not synchronised, 
but would be fixed (in the short term), before the Remembrance Parade.  

• Loading on High Street –lorries delivering to the Social Club were now 
parking on the road rather than blocking the pavement.  

• Councillor recruitment – the panel had met and had identified ideas to 
raise interest. – see separate minute 
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• Syston in Bloom Quiz night 27 October – Members were invited to join 
the team of two, no volunteers received therefore STC would withdraw 
their “team”. 

• Fashion Show – on Friday 2 November officers were hosting and taking 
part in a charity fashion show in aid of the Chairman’s charity – The 
Woodland Trust.  Any volunteers to assist would be most welcome. 

 
280/18 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
There were no questions. 
 
281/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report.  
Cllr K Pacey updated Council regarding cycle aware stickers for taxis. This had 
been accepted as a good idea by CBC, but it was not a legal requirement.  
 
282/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Date of next meeting 27 October 2018. 
 
 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business about to be discussed. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.27 pm. 


