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COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley - Chairman 
Cllr K Pacey  
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
 
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr S Bradshaw 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mark Knight – Taylor Wimpey 
Guy Longley – Pegasus 
Adrian McCaffrey - Police 
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
1 member of the press 
 
390/19 Election of Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr S Hamspon and Cllr T Barkley self-nominated to be Chairman 
Each candidate gave a short presentation to the Council. 
A paper ballot was duly held. 
The votes were scrutinised by the Town Manager and the Deputy Town Manager. 
Cllr T Barkley was duly elected as Chairman and signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
Cllr T Barkley thanked all those whom had voted for him. 
 
391/19 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
392/19 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Carnall, Cllr L Towell, Cllr C Booth and County 
Cllr  
J Poland. 
 
393/19 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
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The meeting will commence with a fifteen- minute adjournment for matters to be 
raised, if any, by the Public. 
 
Mo matters were raised. 
 
 
394/19 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
PC Adrian McCaffrey gave an update. 
PCSO Matt Harbert was now in training to become a PC and he welcomed newly 
appointed PCSO for Syston, Lesley Richards. 
Pc McCaffrey had been a Beat Officer for 18 months in Syston and was currently busy 
engaging with the community. 
There were eight burglaries in the Syston area during the last month and 14 vehicle 
crimes. The burglaries were concentrated in the Barkby Road - Queniborough area 
and the Police had been analysing crime patterns.  Additional patrols would be carried 
out in these areas. 
A monthly newsletter had been produced and circulated giving an update on the crime 
in this area. 
The Neighbourhood Link www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk  was an interactive website 
between the community and Police, all were encouraged to subscribe. 
A temporary Police stall was planned to be sited at Tesco offering free, lockable 
number plate screws.  
The Chairman thanked PC McCaffrey and the team for all the work they were putting 
in to keep the community safe. 
 
395/19 PRESENTATION FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF TAYLOR WIMPEY AND 
PEGASUS 
Mark Knight of Taylor Wimpey and Guy Longley from Pegasus gave an update on the 
Planning Application for the proposed development of 195 new houses on land North 
of Barkby Road. 
Following their presentation last year at Council the following concerns were 
addressed: 
 
Traffic congestion was the main concern.  The draft site allocation was within the 
Charnwood Local Plan and Syston were allocated to take approximately 1500 houses. 
Highways response did not consider that there would be any detrimental impact on 
traffic or  the mini island in the centre of the town.  Highways had requested a 
contribution towards traffic signals on Fosse Way/High Street to improve their 
operation and for a contribution towards public transport bus allocation. 
 
Although additional cycle racks were promised, Council were more concerns about 
the safety of cyclists in the town and what provision might be made towards cycle 
paths.   
 
Provision of Open Green Spaces with some ponds to help alleviate flooding were 
within the housing development plans.  Council preferred to keep the development 
area as a green space. 
 

http://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/
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An offsite provision for a Sports facility would be made to the Local Authority – this 
could be a contribution towards the refurbishment/extension of the Sports Pavilion at 
Memorial Park. 
Design: Affordable units would be blended with private dwellings.  Provision was also 
made for six bungalows within the development. 
 
A contribution of approximately £800,000 would be made to primary education in 
Syston and an agreed contribution would be made to the Health Centre. 
 
Flooding: Extensive research and reports had been produced. A flood risk and 
drainage report had highlighted the need for the development to make a positive 
improvement to surface water in the area. 
 
Air quality Melton Road: This item had not come up through discussion with CBC but 
welcomed STC’s views on this. 
 
It was agreed to discuss this at the December Development meeting. 
 
Q raised about the parking provision in Syston: 
A: we will be offering cycle parking as on option and giving a cycle voucher to 
each dwelling to encourage this form of transport.  As an alternative we are 
offering a contribution towards a bus service. 
Q raised about the congestion on the “avenues” leading onto Melton road which many 
motorists used to avoid negotiating the mini island.   
A: This had not been considered. 
Q: The roads were far too busy to cycle on unless cycle lanes were introduced. 
A: This would come into discussions with Highways. 
Q: Syston was already overcrowded with at least another 300 vehicles attached to this 
development using the road infrastructure.  The traffic would be much worse. Preferred 
to see the field left as an open space.  More GP’s would be needed as well as more 
schools which were already overcrowded. 
 
 The Chairman asked members to bring their concerns through the Development 
Committee and to put comments on CBC website as the Local Plan was out for 
consultation at present.  Comments must be material planning consideration which 
traffic is. 
 

 
396/19 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Syston in Bloom calendar was on sale in the office for £4.  It has been produced in 
partnership with the Syston History Group with comparable pictures of Syston now 
and how it was years ago. 
 
 
397/19 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Council 
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Fly tipping had increased with 852 reported cases in 2018/19 and CCTV cameras have 
been installed in hot spots together with the ‘Don’t Muck Around’ Campaign, a CBC 
initiative. 17 Fixed Penalty notices of £400 had been issued. 
The consultation of the 128 Bus Service was complete and had been replaced with a 
Demand Response.  This service was like a bookable taxi and concessionary rates 
would apply. 
CBC had teamed up with the National Forest and partner Ide Verde to give away 3,000 
trees to residents or community groups.  There was a choice of three varieties: holly, 
hazel or cherry plum. 
Each person applying would be given a guide on how to look after them and they 
would be handed out on a first come first served basis.  The date for Syston was 18 
January on Central Park.  Applications to CBC before 10 January 2020. 
 
Cllr K Pacey – Charnwood Borough Council 
The County practice now belonged as a combined group with five district practices so 
that information could be transferred.  This would incorporate information supplied to 
hospitals and ambulance drivers. 
The County Practice had recently taken over 550 patients from East Goscote; an 
additional Dr had been employed. 
There was now a complete operating theatre at the Health Centre carrying out small 
operations. The theatre conformed to the latest medical standards, was manned by 
surgeons and not GP’s and was the only one of its kind in the country.  It was available 
for other doctor’s surgeries to use. 
The number of licensing appeals had increased with two recently and three more 
between now and Christmas.  The Police were becoming more involved in submitting 
appeals against applications. 
 
Cllr T Barkley – Charnwood Borough Council and LCC 
LCC 
Unitary authority  
Leicestershire County Council’s unilateral vision for government within Leicestershire 
had been deferred until February 2020, when it would be brought before 
Leicestershire County Council to gain acceptance as the Council’s unilateral view on 
the way ahead. To implement any decision would need an Act of Parliament, the 
backing of all Leicestershire Members of Parliament and all District Council Leaders. 
It was likely that other alternatives to a single Unitary Authority covering all towns 
and villages would be brought forward and in the fullness of time a consensus 
reached as to the way ahead. 
 
Primary Care Strategy 2019-2034 . 
This was aimed at creating a strong integrated network of health care professionals 
to deliver health care locally. The Primary Care networks consisted of groupings of 
General Practitioner practices. The aim was to keep people cared for locally without 
the need for hospital visits. It also aimed to provide integrated urgent care centres to 
relieve pressure on Hospital Accident and Emergency centre and GP surgeries.  
 
Air Quality 
County Council also considered a report on the impact of air quality and pollution on 
health. The main pollutants were around the road networks in the County, but 
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pollution was also caused by Construction, Aircraft, Farms, Solid fuels, Bonfires etc.  
Country wide 40,000 deaths a year are attributed to air quality, 3,000 drug misuse, 
30,000 to obesity, alcohol 8,700, and smoking 80,000. 
Full details of air pollution given on the website https//uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/gis-
mapping/ which breaks it down into areas of 1-kilometre square. The real challenge 
was what to do about it and the Climate Change initiative by Leicestershire and 
Charnwood who have both adopted a Carbon Neutral policy aimed at Carbon 
Neutrality by 2030. Cllr Barkley was a member of the Project Board to implement the 
strategy.  
 
Charnwood Borough Council  
Corporate Plan  
A new corporate plan was being developed following a public consultation which 
covered  the next four years and would be implemented by means of a business 
plan. The financial outlook was challenging but there were reserves to carry through 
at least the next three  years if required, and services would be maintained.   Action 
in the form of commercialisation and taken investment opportunities to increase 
income rather than reduce services would be undertaken. 
 
Charnwood Local Plan 2019-2036 
The local Plan was out for Consultation until 16 December.  An event was held at 
Syston offices on Tuesday 19 November with planning officers in attendance to 
answer questions and give guidance on how to respond and influence the plan.  The 
consultation was on the CBC website with 44 questions which were suggested as 
valid areas.  A short form questionnaire was also available for completion. 
 
Cllr S Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Council 
Cllr S Gerrard announced that she had been awarded the title as Champion for the 
Elder People.  This was a fund that Charnwood could help with where people were in 
need of  housing adaptations for private and public housing. 
 
398/19 AGREE THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22 OCTOBER 2019 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 22 October were proposed by Cllr T 
Barkley 
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
399/19 QUOTATIONS FOR PARK MACHINERY 
It was proposed by Cllr S Gerrard and 
Resolved to accept the quotation for Parks Machinery maintenance from D & PD 
Uptons for 2020/2021 at a cost of £2,865. 
All were in favour. 
 
400/19 PANEL MEMERSHIP 
A verbal report was given asking for members to join four panels that were all low on 
Council members.  The meetings could be held in the daytime or evening and it was 
not compulsory to attend every meeting. 
JL said that the Events Panel was focusing on the Christmas Event on Sunday and 
he was the only Councillor left on that Panel.  He voiced his concern that the 
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Christmas Event was a major event the Council put on for the town and if we didn’t 
get more Councillors on the  Panel it could be in danger of collapse.  
 
Cllr L Gillard and Cllr S Brown put their names forward to join the Events 
Panel, as long as the meeting day could be changed to fit in with work 
commitments. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to suspend Standing Orders to consider an urgent matter of 
business. 
All were in favour. 
 
Buildbase have been unable to install the Christmas tree on Central Park due to 
staffing issues.  Officers were currently trying to find an alternative contractor before 
the Christmas event. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to allow Officers authorisation to spend up to £500 to resolve this urgent 
matter. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
401/19 COUNCIL SERVICES DURING CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to agree the Christmas and New Year break from Friday 20 December 
2019 and to re-open on Thursday 2 January 2020.  All staff had agreed to take five 
days of their annual leave allowance. 
All were in favour. 
The Town Manager confirmed that she was contactable in case of any emergency. 
 
402/19 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meeting of Development & General Purposes Committee on 
5 November 2019, the Amenities Committee on 12 November 2019 and the 
Resources Committee on 19 November 2019 were received. (Any amendments would 
be made at each relevant Committee meeting in December.)  
 
403/19 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager presented her report which was noted, updates were given: 
 

• There was now a vacancy for Vice Chairman of STC and this appointment 
would be made at the December Full Council meeting. 

• A member of Syston History Group would be joining the East Midlands in Bloom 
Panel. 

• S106 monies had been awarded for the 100% funding of the Skate Park flood 
lighting and work would begin in January 2020. 

• The additional path in the Syston & District Cemetery would be laid in 
December and selective weed killing would be carried out in March 2020.  The 
Squirrel bench was due for delivery in January 2020. 
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• Cllr D Pepper, D Smith and his volunteers would be planting the spring bubs at 
the new cemetery this week, weather permitting. 

• Rich & Carr Solicitor, Mike Tildesley had very generously reduced his fee for 
land transfer and other legal issues to £1,350 + VAT and disbursements. 

• The next Councillor Surgery would be held on 7 December. 
 

Reports were received from the Deputy Town Manager, Senior Administrator and 
Assistant to the Town Manager with additional updates. 
 
Deputy Town Manager’s update: 
The Christmas lights on the Green and Brookside had now been repaired and should 
be working for the Christmas Light switch on.  Two separate claims had been 
submitted to Zurich insurance for the replacement of tree lights at The Green and 
Brookside. 
 
404/19 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
There were no questions. 
 
405/19 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
Councillors noted the report.  
A date is to be agreed with Jake Atkinson of LRALC to look oversee the application 
for Gold Accreditation Award before it was submitted. 
 
 
406/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
17 December 2019.  Mince pies and drinks to be served after the meeting, all welcome. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


