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COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr T Barkley – Acting Chair 
Cllr J Branston 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr C Booth 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr M Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
Cllr E Vardy 
LCC Cllr J Poland (left 7.55pm) 

 

  
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Catherine Voyce - Town Manager 
Kay Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
PCSO Matthew Harburt 
Two members of public 
 
The meeting commenced with a one minute silence in remembrance of former Councillor  
Mr Tony Greatorex who had sadly passed away. 
  
77/18 THE REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
     
78/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr K Asmal (personal), Cllr H Asmal 
(personal ), Cllr E Gill (work commitment), Cllr S Hampson (personal), Cllr P Henry 
(holiday), Cllr J Lucas (personal) and Cllr L Towell (holiday). 
 
79/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER PERSONAL AND/OR 
PREJUDICIAL 
Cllr J Branston declared a personal interest in Item 12 as a Co-optative Trustee of the 
Horace A Taylor Trust Fund. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for fifteen minutes for matters to be raised by the 
public. 
A resident of Drovers Road addressed Council. He had attended the June Amenities 
Committee meeting and had since spoken to neighbours regarding the plan to erect a 
six foot high closed board fence between the boundary of the houses on Drovers Road 
and the new Millstone Lane Cemetery.  His own investigation with neighbours had 
concluded that all were against the installation of the fence, blocking their open views.   
 
The Chairman confirmed that this subject would be discussed in Item 10. 
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80/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Roundhill Academy presentation evening would be held on Thursday 28 June at 
7pm.  Cllr C Booth to attend to represent the Council. 
 
81/18 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Priorities for Syston had been identified as follows: 

• Off road bikes using public footpaths instead of roads. Off road vehicles 
speeding on public roads carrying passengers with no lights or VRMs. Riding on 
unoccupied spaces causing noise nuisance. 

• Damage to STC parks. Fences and signs damaged since 9.4.18. Play equipment 
damaged. STC working with police to resolve problem.  

• Increase in burglaries of businesses and retail units in Syston. Rear and side 
doors used to gain access, cash and small items taken. Action taken – 
collaboration with local council, businesses, public and other police 
departments to gather evidence. A number of people arrested and charged 
with burglary. Total of 5 ½ years’ imprisonment. Number of burglaries has 
since reduced. 

 
PCSO Harburt spoke to Council and updated that there had been one burglary, one 
theft from motor vehicle and three thefts.  Anti-social behaviour at Memorial Park was 
being monitored, STC had applied anti-vandal paint to the roof and warning signs were 
in situ. 
 
PCSO Harburt advised that the recent fair held on Central Park had not caused any 
increase in anti-social behaviour.  He also advised that the use of laughing gas canisters 
was not illegal and therefore difficult to police. 
 
PCSO Harburt left the meeting after presenting his report. 

 
82/18 COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 
LCC CLLR J POLAND 
 
Changing Places Grant 
Standard disabled toilets did not meet the needs of all people with a disability or their 
families and carers. LCC had made funding available to install Changing Places toilets 
across Leicestershire. Grants were available to public and private sector organisations 
in Leicestershire responsible for publicly accessible buildings in which a Changing 
Places toilet could be provided. Once installed, ongoing maintenance was the 
responsibility of the building owner. Grants are available up to £20K.  The Town 
Manager reminded Council that she had looked into this previously and had found 
that the £20K funding was a small fraction of the full cost of installation of such a 
facility and out of the financial reach of most town and parish councils.  Cllr Poland 
would feed this back to LCC. 
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Shared Lives Carers 
LCC were looking to recruit more carers to ‘share their lives’ with adults needing 
support and care. The recruitment drive was underway and coincided with the start 
of Shared Lives Week (15-24 June), a national campaign aiming to value Shared Lives 
carers and demonstrate the value of Shared Lives. Being a Shared Lives carer was a 
paid, self-employed role.  

 
Landmark China Strategy to Boost Trade 
A landmark strategy designed to boost trade and investment with China had been 
launched to bolster relationships and open the door for more businesses in Leicester 
and Leicestershire, as well as improve educational links and tourism. Created by the 
City and County Councils, it was launched on 11 June at an event marking 30 years of 
twinning arrangements between Leicestershire and Sichuan. Imports and exports 
between Sichuan and the UK were already rising and by the end of last year, had a 
combined value of around £735m.  
 
CBC CLLR E VARDY 
Recycling Banks 
The Borough Council was making changes to sites across Charnwood to remove a 
duplication of service and save taxpayers around £20,000 a year; by removing 79 glass 
and aluminium recycling banks at a number of locations as they were no longer 
necessary as the materials could be recycled in the Council’s kerbside scheme.  There 
was anecdotal evidence that the recycling banks were used by businesses to dispose 
of their waste when the law required them to put their own arrangements in place.  
 
The plans did not affect charity recycling banks for the collection of clothing, shoes 
and books, or the household waste and recycling sites operated by the County Council.   
CBC was finding ways to compensate for the reduction of £540,000 funding each from 
LCC to operate the recycling service.  The move would leave 34 sites with recycling 
banks for textiles, glass and some other items. Residents could request bags to put 
extra recycling in if necessary. The banks would be removed in August or September 
and communication of this would be via press media, social media, website and 
notices on the bin location sites. 
 
Summer Activities 
A range of summer activities for children in Charnwood would take place between 
Monday 16 July and Friday 24 August. Prices started at £3; further details were 
available on the CBC website. 
 
CBC CLLR K PACEY 
CBC taxi drivers were already subject to a 12 points penalty system before licences 
were revoked.  Other authorities were following the CBC lead. There had been an 
increase in appeals recently.  Regarding premises licences, there had been two police 
appeals asking for premises to be shut down.  
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A Councillor enquired whether taxis were displaying signage on the interior doors to 
warn passengers to check for cyclists before opening taxi doors.  This had been 
introduced after the death of a cyclist in Leicester due to a taxi door being opened 
onto the cyclist, pushing him into on-coming traffic. ACTION: Cllr K Pacey would 
consult CBC regarding the introduction of such signs.  
 
CBC CLLR T BARKLEY 
Summer Activities 
A range of summer activities was on offer for children, young people and families in 
Charnwood. The Active Charnwood team had put together a range of events and 
sessions at various locations in the area including Syston. Activities included boxing, 
climbing, dodgeball, forest schools, geocaching, laser quest, yoga and more. Sessions 
started at £3 with discounts for Wild Card holders.  
 
Garden Waste Bins 
Charnwood Borough Council, were concerned about the number of properties 
putting bins out to be emptied despite not paying for the service.  Residents were 
being advised that any garden waste bins not displaying valid subscription stickers 
would be removed after June 25 2018.  
 
Charnwood Grants 
Funds continued to be available to properly constituted groups under Community 
Facilities Grants and Community Development and Engagement grants. Full details 
were available on the CBC website.   Cllr Barkley was happy to facilitate an introduction 
to any group wishing to make an application.  Age Concern Syston and District was 
awarded £1200 this month. The grant was primarily for funding towards staffing costs 
and office rent for their Information and Advisory Service  
 
A Councillor had received complaints about the increase in price to £40 of the CBC 
brown bin scheme.  It was noted that funding had been reduced and that the price 
was lower than other councils charged in the area. 
 
Cllr J Poland left the meeting at 7.55pm 
 
83/18 AGREE MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22 MAY 2018 
Minutes of the meeting of Full Council on 22 May 2018 were proposed by Cllr T Barkley 
and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
84/18 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meeting of Development & General Purposes Committee on 5 June 
2018 were proposed by Cllr E Vardy and 
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
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Minutes of the meeting of Amenities Committee on 12 June 2018 were proposed by                                                
Cllr M Carnall and         
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record  
All were in favour 
 
Minutes of the meeting of Resources Committee on 19 June 2018 were proposed by  
Cllr T Barkley and         
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
85/18 STANDING ORDER REVIEW 
Councillors carried out the annual review of Standing Orders.  
 
There were two suggested amendments on points 9.1 and 22.3. 
 
There were two mandatory items: 
NALC section 21 covering the GDPR. 
 
NALC section 18, particularly 18 (c) which is mandatory are referred to in STC section 
11 and refer to STC Financial Regulations, where this mandatory ruling is in place. 
 
A ‘top tips’ advice regarding Standing Orders had been issued by NALC. It was 
suggested that this may be added as an addendum attached to Standing Orders but 
not to be included as part of them. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to agree the amendments to Standing Orders. To attach the NALC advice as 
an addendum to Standing Orders for reference only, not to be included as part of 
Standing Orders. 
All in favour.  
 
86/18 RESEARCH – MILLSTONE LANE/CEMETERY FENCING REQUIREMENTS 
Amenities Committee had passed the Cemetery Panel recommendation to replace 
existing post and rail fencing with six foot high closed board fencing between the 
boundary of the houses on Drovers Road and the new Cemetery. Residents affected 
were voicing their concerns about the consequences of such a fence in terms of  
security, obstruction of open views and lack of consultation with them from the 
Council.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to consult the residents affected by installation of the fence in the form of a 
letter drop and bring the results to the Amenities Committee for review. 
All were in favour.   ACTION: Town Manager 
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87/18 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT MEMORIAL PARK 
Due to the seriousness of anti-social behaviour at Memorial Park, Council had agreed 
to expedite this report to Full Council rather than wait until July Amenities Committee 
meeting. PCSO Matthew Harburt had been looking into the ASB at the Memorial Park: 
 
Pavilion 

• A group of youths had been drinking and using laughing gas cylinders by the 
Pavilion. 

• Syston Town Juniors Manager reported to STC and the Police that they had to 
clear up a large amount of broken glass and approximately 50 small metal 
canisters (laughing gas drugs) on the morning of Saturday, 16 June. 

• Youths climbing on to pavilion roof was causing distress to the residents of the 
neighbouring property, due to their privacy being breached.   
 

PCSO Harburt had advised installing razor wire on the pavilion roof, or palisade 
fencing. The Police had confirmed that the use of razor wire at this height was entirely 
legal and STC could, although not essential, fix a warning sign advising that razor wire 
was in situ. STC had re-applied anti climb paint to the walls and roof.  Each tin of paint 
costed Council £50 and regular re-applications were needed. PCSO Harburt had 
confirmed Police were monitoring the situation and spending increased time in the 
area, they strongly believed if access to the roof was prevented it may be a deterrent. 
 
Park Access 

• Problems with youths riding mopeds around the park was against the Bye Laws 
for STC parks and an arrestable offence. 

 
A Police suggestion to lock the pedestrian access to the park at the front was 
discounted due to access being required by dog walkers and other park users. An 
alternative would be installation of kissing gates similar to the one at Taylor Close 
which prevented access to moped riders. Three gates would be required for the park. 
The STC Town and Park Warden was also monitoring Memorial Park during early 
evenings. 
 
Councillors enquired whether kissing gates would enable access for cyclists and 
pushchairs.  
ACTION: The Town Manager would investigate. 
 
A sign to warn that police were regularly carrying out patrols in the area was 
suggested. 
ACTION: To be discussed at next Amenities Committee meeting. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr E Vardy and  
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Resolved to install razor wire on the pavilion roof and continue with application of 
anti-climb paint. 
There was one abstention (Cllr M Carnall wished it to be noted that he was concerned 
about the safety of children if they instinctively climbed up to retrieve balls they had 
lost). 
The proposal was carried.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr E Vardy and 
Resolved to rely on the police to monitor the access problems over the summer 
period, to be reported back to Council. 
There were two abstentions 
One against. 
The proposal was carried.  
 
88/18 HORACE TAYLOR – NOMINATIVE TRUST VACANCY 
A vacancy for a nominative Trustee still existed. It was noted that the Trustee would 
not need to be a Councillor, however, they would need to be a Syston resident.  
 
89/18 DATE OF CIVIC RECEPTION AND CHAIRMAN’S CHARITY 2019 
The Chairman’s charity for 2018/2019 was The Woodlands Trust.  
 
The date of the Civic Reception had been chosen as Friday 3 May 2019, however, this 
would be reviewed in light of elections to be held on Thursday 2 May.  ACTION: An 
alternative date to be advised. 
 
90/18 AUGUST MEETING ARRANGEMENTS AND APPOINT RECESS PANEL 
The recess panel for August will consist of the Chairman and Vice Chairs: 
Cllr P Henry 
Cllr P Barkley 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr E Vardy 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr K Pacey 
 
No recess meetings had yet been planned. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to approve and appoint the Recess Panel for August 2019. 
All in favour. 
 
91/18 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager gave an update to the report.  

• Food Festival - the Deputy Town Manager and Senior Administrator had 
attended the launch of the East Midlands Food and Drink Heroes.  Contacts 
had been made with several local food and drink producers, all of whom 
expressed interest in attending a Syston food and drink festival. In addition, a 
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company hosting food festival events had been contacted, the company had 
recently organised a food festival on behalf of Kegworth Parish Council. This 
would be the preferred option. 

• New Cemetery – STC would be uploading the tender specification to the 
National Contractor website. The Town Manager would meet with CBC for 
guidance, as the process was quite complicated. 

• Pavilion Panel – Contact had been made with a representative from the FA to 
gain advice regarding funding for pavilion refurbishment and a meeting had 
been arranged. 

• Syston in Bloom – Judging day had been confirmed as Friday 13 July, the Senior 
Groundsman had already booked annual leave which could not be altered. The 
U3A gardening club, together with the Town Manager and Chairman, would  
escort the judges on the route.  The Chairman and Town Manager would make 
a short presentation to the judges.  

 
92/18 REVIEW OF OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS YEAR 
Councillors noted the report.  
 
93/18 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
There were no questions. 
 
94/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report. 
 
95/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Date of next meeting 24 July 2018. 
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It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business about to be discussed. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
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