
 MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON 17 DECEMBER 2019 

Page  160 
 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr C Booth 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr S Bradshaw 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
1 member of the press 
PCSO Richards 
 
459/19 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Cllrs S Gerrard, Cllr J Lucas and Cllr K Pacey had self-nominated to be Vice-
Chairman 
A paper ballot was duly held. 
The votes were scrutinised by the Town Manager and Senior Administrator. 
Cllr J Lucas was duly elected as Vice-Chairman and signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
 
460/19 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
461/19 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr K Pacey and Cllr M Carnall. 
 
462/19 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
The meeting would commence with a fifteen- minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the Public. 
 No matters were raised. 
 
463/19 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Richards presented the police report to Council. 
There had been: three Burglaries – dwellings 
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 one distraction burglary 
 one attempted distraction burglary  
 one number plate stolen 
There had been anti-social behaviour in Town Square. The youths that had been 
identified were between 12 to 14 years. And were undergoing management. 
A speeding operation would be set up in Syston around Glebe Way. It was noted by a 
Councillor that speeding was occurring in the Central Avenue area. 
 
PCSO Richards left the meeting after giving the report. 
 
464/19 COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
There were six vacancies; three in Merton Ward, two in New Barkby Ward and one in 
St Peters West Ward. An application had been received for consideration; however, 
the applicant had since advised that they were unable to attend. This may be 
considered further in January.  

 
465/19 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcements. 
 
466/19 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw – Charnwood Borough Council 
Syston Christmas Fayre 
“I attended the Christmas Fayre on 1st December in the town centre, it was a great 
Community Event with a wide variety of Stalls and Traders, we were fortunate with the 
weather and Santa proved very popular with the children, this was a very successful 
event for Syston - bringing many people in from the surrounding area, and I would like 
to thank the Town Manager and her staff and all the volunteers for their hard work in 
making it so. 
Charnwood Big Switch 
Earlier this year the borough council introduced ‘Charnwood Big Switch’ a collective 
switching scheme to help residents get a better deal and change energy suppliers with 
ease. Residents who signed up to the Charnwood big Switch have saved an average 
of £269 a year on their energy bills with the first auction. 
Registrations for the next auction are now open and more residents are being 
encouraged to sign up for a chance to see how much money they could save on their 
energy bills 
The scheme is delivered by the Council and iChoosr, an independent specialist 
provider in collective energy switching. 
Collective switching gives people the opportunity to group together and pay less for 
their energy. Residents can switch electric or dual fuel and can choose to have paper 
bills or to manage their accounts online. 
iChoosr hold three auctions a year and energy suppliers compete to provide the lowest 
priced tariff in the auction. 
It is free for residents to register their interest and registrations for the second auction 
are now open. The next auction for Charnwood will take place on February 11. 
For more information about the Charnwood Big Switch please visit: 
charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch. 
 



 MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON 17 DECEMBER 2019 

Page  162 
 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

Air Quality App 
Air Visual is an Air quality Monitor, available for both Apple and Android devices which 
can be used to check air quality around the world, it is constantly updated with new 
readings and also has weather information 
The readings are numerical with 0-50 being good air quality and 301 – 500 being 
hazardous.” 
 
Cllr T Barkley – Charnwood Borough Council and LCC 
County Council 
Highways and Transport 
“Leicestershire County Council is launching “Keep it Local” a community engagement 
programme to improve communication, manage expectation and support Members, 
Parishes and Communities by more face to face meetings and talking to Parishes and 
Communities. There is no doubt that two major inhibitors to meeting the needs for 
Highways improvement are: - Regulations – what can be done legally and safely and 
also Resources – funding to allow improvements to be made. Nevertheless £7.3 
million additional funding is provisionally agreed for next year and already allocated 
simply to maintain the road network generally and signing and lining etc. A new Parish 
newsletter is to be launched.  
 
Health Report- Director of Public Health 2019 
A report from The Director of Public Health identifies that one in 6 deaths can be 
directly attributable to a lack of physical activity, less than 30 minutes activity a week. 
Across Leicestershire the percentage of physically active people is significantly worse 
than the national average .Changes in social , cultural and economic trends have lead 
to a decrease in physical activity and factors such as less manual jobs, technology 
and reliance on Cars and motorised transport have contributed .A number of initiatives 
are being implemented to encourage physical activity from an early age throughout 
life by Leicestershire County Council working with the NHS . The benefits to individuals 
and the NHS cannot be overestimated.”  
 
“Charnwood Borough Council 
Bulky Waste 
Residents are being encouraged to consider recycling Furniture, sofas etc rather than 
simply having them taken to Landfill sites. If the item is reusable it is much better for 
them to go to Charities/organisations such as SOFA, The British Heart Foundation, 
Sue Ryder, Loros and Sense. Often these charities will collect them free and any 
money raised is used to support their cause. There are also a number of other reuse 
sites such as Freecycle, Freegle and Ecobee. Further information can be obtained at 
the website lesswaste.org.uk/reuse furniture-reuse. Charnwood Borough Council is 
allocated 1.5 Million pounds in its Capital Plan out for Consultation to implement 
schemes to enable it to be Carbon Neutral by 2030 which it has firmly resolved to do.  
 
Charnwood Council’s big switch offers energy bill savings  
The Charnwood Borough Council has now launched the Charnwood Big switch, a 
collective switching scheme to help residents change energy suppliers with ease and 
get a better deal. The Scheme is delivered by the Council and iChoosr, an independent 
provider in collective energy switching. For more information about Charnwood Big 
Switch and to register you can visit Charnwood.gov.ukcharnwoodbig switch.” 
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Cllr S Gerrard – Charnwood Borough Council 
Cllr Gerrard had attended one meeting so far, she would be attending planning 
meetings in the new year. 
 
467/19 AGREE THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 26 NOVEMBER 2019 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 26 November 2019 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley 
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
468/19 LAND NORTH OF BARKBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT 
This item had been referred to Full Council at the December Development & General 
Purposes Committee meeting, with the aim of putting points raised into a collective 
report. 
 
At Development December 2019, Committee considered the impact of: 
Additional traffic this development would create, particularly the mini roundabout 
Impact on air quality in the town 
Provision for cyclists – was additional cycle parking provision a sufficient action? 
Bus service investment offer 
S106 funding for GP practice and educational establishments 
 
Also look at other S106 potential: 
Sports Pavilion at Memorial Park – support the FA funding 
Phase Two of Syston & District Cemetery 
Syston Band Clubhouse/Practice Room 
Investment in The Stiles area 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to submit the material planning points raised at the December Development 
& General Purposes Committee meeting to CBC planning Dept, and look at S106 
potential. 
All in favour. 
 
Cllr S Gerrard would organise a petition to oppose the development based on material 
planning issues, L Gillard would assist. 
 
469/19 FINAL DRAFT BUDGET 2020/2021 
Proposed by Cllr S Gerrard and  
Resolved to approve the budget figure for 2020/2021 at £579,650 
All in favour. 
 
470/19 SIGNING OFF THE PRECEPT FOR 2020/2021 
Proposed by Cllr S Gerrard and 
Resolved to approve the precept figure for 2020/2021 at £514,820 
All in favour. 
Cllr T Barley, Cllr D Pepper and Cllr J Lucas signed the precept notice to be submitted 
to CBC. 
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471/19 CITIZEN AND YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
Councillors were encouraged to submit recommendations for the Citizen and Young 
Citizen of the Year Award.  The deadline for suggestions would be 29 February 
2020. 
 
472/19 APPT OF CLLR T BARKLEY TO CEMETERY PHASE TWO PANEL AND 
PAVILION PANEL 
It was proposed by Cllr L Gillard and 
Resolved to appoint Cllr T Barkley to both the Cemetery Phase Two Panel and the 
Pavilion Panel. 
All in favour. 
 
473/19 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 
3 December 2019, the Amenities Committee held on 3 December 2019 and the 
Resources Committee held on 10 December 2019 were received. (Any amendments 
would be made at each relevant Committee meeting in January.)  
 
474/19 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager presented her report which was noted. 
Updates as follows: 

• CBC had supplied 24 new sandbags, these would be the final FOC issue, any 
further requirements would be charged for. 

• The palisade fencing at DeVille Park had been vandalised. This could be 
repaired by the Premises Officer. 

• There was a new Health & Wellbeing noticeboard in the Community Centre 
reception area. 

• A suggestion had been made by a member of the groundstaff – to offer 
recycling of Christmas trees with the STC woodchipper, the chippings could 
then be used to mulch the parks. Councillors all in favour of this idea. 
 

Reports were also received from the Deputy Town Manager, Senior Administrator and 
Assistant to the Town Manager. 
 
475/19 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
There were no questions. 
 
476/19 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
Councillors noted the report. The meeting to scrutinise the application for the Council 
Accredit Gold Standard Award, which had been planned for 13 December, had not 
taken place due to LRALC Officer  illness. The TM would go ahead and submit the 
application for the Gold Award.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and resolved that the public, including the 
press, be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
discussed. All in favour. 
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478/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
28 January 2020.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.17pm. 


