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COUNCILLORS:  
Cllr P Henry - Chairman  
Cllr T Barkley 
Cllr C Booth 
Cllr J Branston 
Cllr S Gerrard  
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
Cllr E Vardy 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Catherine Voyce - Town Manager 
Kay Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
LCC Cllr J Poland 
Mr Philip Bland (SELAG) 
One member of the press 
 
A one minutes silence was held in memory of Cllr Maureen Pacey for 
Councillors to respect and reflect upon their memories of her.   
 
408/18 THE REFLECTION 
Cllr P Henry gave the reflection. 
     
409/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Apologies were received from Cllr K Pacey, Cllr M Carnall, Cllr S Hampson, Cllr 
L Towell and Cllr B Singh. 
 
410/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS WHETHER 
PERSONAL AND/OR PREJUDICIAL 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
411/18 PRESENTATION – PHILIP BLAND – SOUTH & EAST 
LEICESTERSHIRE ACTION GROUP 
Mr Philip Bland, Chairman of SELAG gave a presentation to Council to raise 
their concerns about the proposed A46 Expressway.  SELAG were 
recommending further investigation into an alternative scheme, for example, 
additional lanes to the existing A46 Syston by-pass.  They were also looking for 
financial support, although recognised that Council could not fund political 
and/or pressure groups. 
 
Cllr E Vardy thanked Mr Bland and welcomed engagement with the democratic 
process. Extensive consultation would take place for this high level strategic 
plan and assured Mr Bland that environmental issues would be considered. 
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Housing would be facilitated within the scheme, in line with the nationwide 
formula 90,500 new houses were required by 2050. 
 
412/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Chipperfield Circus had requested a payment plan to repay the outstanding 
debt.  The Town Manager would confirm acceptance.  
 
The Chairman thanked the Deputy Town Manager and Events Panel for the 
Christmas Event; both personally and on behalf of STC. The event had gone 
exceedingly well. 
 
413/18 TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT 
Councillors noted the October 2018 report. PCSO Matt Harburt was unable to 
attend the meeting, the following crime details were supplied: 

The monthly SAC crimes had been recorded in Syston between the dates of 
27/11/18 – 18/12/18 as follows: 

• Theft from motor vehicle 

• Theft of motor vehicle 

• Theft x five 

• Burglary dwelling x two 

• Burglary non-dwelling 

• Criminal damage 

• Theft of number plates 
 
It was noted by Council that criminal damage to a door at an address on High 
Street would be repaired on 20 December by CBC. A joint action group was 
involved regarding the incident. 
 
414/18 COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 
LCC CLLR J POLAND – LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Budget Proposals for 2019 
The County Council’s budget proposals for 2019 had been published.  There 
was continued pressure on the budget (particularly SEND costs - social care, 
special educational needs and disability support), with inflation this would add 
£94m to budget by 2023.   

- The four year plan required £74m of savings, compromising £34m of 
detailed savings and a plan to reduce SEND costs by £20m, leaving a 
£20m gap. 
 

- A council tax rise of 3.99% was proposed which would generate an 
extra £12m.   
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Unitary proposals 
Proposals to create a new unitary authority for Leicestershire were currently 
going through the scrutiny process.  In the autumn the Secretary of State 
James Brokenshire and all of Leicestershire’s MPs wrote to the Leader of the 
County Council Nick Rushton oppose unitary status for Leicestershire.  As a 
result of this letter, the Borough and Districts (which had been due to start 
work looking into the structure of local government themselves) ceased this 
work but the County Council had continued.  Last week, Nottinghamshire CC, 
which had been going through a similar process, announced that they were 
ceasing their work on unitary status,  although it remained to be seen what (if 
any) impact this would have on Leicestershire’s position.    
 
CLLR T BARKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
There was a review of the provision of Health Facilities in the County and it was 
hoped that the NHS Trust would be successful in securing a bid for £367m. This 
would contribute towards the development of a new Maternity Hospital on the 
LRI Site and a Day Care Centre for treatment. Proposals were also under 
consideration for a new multi storey car park to serve the maternity hospital and 
one for the day care centre. If the NHS Trust was successful in its bid it would 
take several years to build the facilities and health care still had to be provided 
from the old sites including the existing Leicester Royal infirmary.  A new 
accident and emergency department was in operation already and running well. 
 
CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL  
Pilot scheme for business rate retention 
Charnwood Council in conjunction with other districts and City and County 
Council had been successful in its application to be a pilot authority and retain 
75% of it’s  business rates rather than 50%. Business rates were collected are 
distributed to County, Police and Fire authorities and not just retained by 
Charnwood Council. The scheme would bring an additional £14m into the 
County.   The distribution of the money was yet to be decided but Road Infra 
structure businesses, Children’s services and homeless support were likely to 
benefit. 
Charnwood Sports Awards 
Sporting stars had been celebrated at the tenth annual Charnwood Sports 
Awards. 35 individuals and organisations were shortlisted. The categories 
recognised the achievements of junior and senior athletes, coaches, volunteers 
and individual projects.  
 
Charnwood Budget 
Charnwood Budget for 2019/2020 was out for consultation and whilst some of 
the reserves accumulated were being used, the provision of all services was 
guaranteed during the year, with a plan in place to redress the imbalance and 
cease using reserves over a three year period as outlined in the Medium Term 
Financial Strategy. Finding the most effective ways to deliver services, 
digitalisation and artificial intelligence systems would make a large contribution 
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in the future towards saving money. Officers and members would work to 
deliver the savings necessary.  
 
Other issues considered were Charnwood Grants – Community Facilities and 
Community Development, The formation of a Housing Company to deliver 
affordable and other housing, purchasing of Electricity and Gas through a 
Contract to enable the lowest prices to be obtained in the market for all social 
housing and council buildings. The budget for last year was £435K.  
 
CLLR E VARDY – CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CBC would host a free workshop to help launch new businesses. The event 
would be held at the Council Offices in Southfield Road, Loughborough on 9 
January 2019 between 9.30am and 12pm. The workshop would be delivered 
by Co-operative and Social Enterprise Agency (CASE).  
 
Loughborough Fair had received the Leicestershire Tourism Award last 
month. The fair, a fixture in the town for nearly 800 years, won the best free 
event category at the Leicestershire Promotions 2018 Tourism and Hospitality 
Awards. Judges praised the fair for having something for all ages and its 
community involvement. The fair was organised by Charnwood Borough 
Council in the town centre for four days each November. 
 
At the last budget £650m had been set aside for town centre retail 
refurbishment. Cllr Vardy would be looking at whether there could be benefits 
for Syston within that. 
 
Cllr J Poland left the meeting at 8.10pm. 
 
415/18 AGREE MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 
NOVEMBER 2018 
Minutes of the meeting of Full Council on 27 November 2018 were proposed 
by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
416/18 AGREE MINUTES OF EGM 1 NOVEMBER 2018 
Minutes of the EGM on 1 November 2018 were proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record. 
All were in favour.  
 
417/18 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meeting of Development & General Purposes Committee on 
4 December 2018 were proposed by Cllr E Vardy and 
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of Amenities Committee on 4 December 2018 were 
proposed by Cllr J Lucas and                                                 
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Resolved to accept and signed as a true record. 
All were in favour. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of Resources Committee on 11 December 2018 were 
proposed by Cllr T Barkley and         
Resolved to accept and signed as a true record.  
All were in favour. 
 
418/18 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr P Knight had asked if provision had been made within reserves for the 
potential costs for gates at Memorial Park to deter motorbikes and also a 
running track at Memorial Park.  
 
It was noted that the high financial outlay for a running track at Memorial Park 
may entirely deplete reserves, however, motorbike deterrent gates were a 
sensible inclusion.  ACTION: TM to obtain prices. 
 
419/18 FINAL DRAFT BUDGET 2019/2020 
Councillors considered the final draft precept budget.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr E Vardy and 
Resolved to accept the final draft budget calculation. 
All were in favour.  
 
The Precept form was signed by Cllr P Henry, Cllr T Barkley, Cllr D Pepper and 
the Town Manager. 
 
420/18 DRAFT BUSINESS PLAN & STRATEGY FOR SYSTON 
Councillors considered the first draft of the Business Plan and Strategy which 
had been formed as a result of the Syston Regeneration Project consultation. 
The first draft would be circulated to participants of the consultation and 
uploaded to the STC website for comment.  Feedback would be reported to the 
Syston Regeneration Panel.  Actions would be shared across the three 
committees to ensure that all Councillors had the opportunity to input.  ACTION: 
TB and TM to complete the financial forecasting before circulating.   
 
It was agreed to add the monitoring of air quality along Melton Road to the plan. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to approve the draft Business Plan & Strategy for Syston. 
All were in favour.  
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421/18 RENEWAL OF RODENT CONTRACT – CBC 
Renewal of the one year pest control contract had been received from CBC.  
The annual cost would be £377.00 + VAT (26 two weekly visits). To be paid in 
two instalments at the end of each six month period.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr E Vardy and 
Resolved to renew the one year pest control contract with CBC at a cost of 
£377.00 
All were in favour.  
 
422/18 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager gave an update to the report.  

• CCTV at Central Park would be installed on 14 January 2019.  

• CCTV at Melton Road would be installed on 7 January 2019.  

• Councillor vacancies: Merton Ward x 1 
                                       St Peters East Ward x 2 
                                       St Peters West Ward x 1 
                                       New Barkby Ward x 1 

• Allotment water invoice to be revised, Town Manager ring Water Plus on 
20 December for further information.  

• Next monthly meeting of Chairs of Committees – 18 January 2019. 

• Western Power had objected to the position of the building at the new 
cemetery. It would be re-positioned 9m to the left, using most of the 
existing footings. The Project Manager would check to see if an 
amendment to the  planning application was required. 

• The tree works by George Walkers was awaited, the Town Manager 
would arrange for an alternative quote if they no longer wished to carry 
out the work. 

 
Councillors also noted the reports provided by the Deputy Town Manager, 
Senior Administrator and Assistant to the Town Manager.  
 
In recognition of Cllr D Pepper’s 100% attendance at meetings he was 
presented with a garden centre voucher (provided by Town Manager). Cllr 
Pepper was a member of every Committee and also the Pavilion Panel, 
Cemetery Panel and Tree Panel with 100% attendance at each meeting. 
 
423/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report.  
 
424/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Date of next meeting 18 December 2019. 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business about to be discussed. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD 
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, SYSTON ON 18 DECEMBER 2018 

 
                                                                                                                                                           

PAGE 7 OF 8 

                                                                                  ………………………………. 

                                                                                                Chairman 

 

All were in favour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL 
 
 
 
425/18 MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES MEETING HELD ON 11 
DECEMBER 2018 
Confidential minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 11 
December 2018 were proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


