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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard (7.58pm) 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr L Towell 
Cllr S Visavadia 
Cllr P Walden 
Cllr S Walker 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss S Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – CBC 
Cllr J Poland - LCC 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting would be recorded for 
Council use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities 
(Executive arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) 
regulations 2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this 
meeting. The use of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s 
control. 
 
281/20 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
282/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Carnall (personal reasons), 
Cllr H Screaton (personal reasons), Cllr L Gillard (late – personal reasons). 
 
283/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations.  
 
284/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
LCC had advised that essential works were required at Brook Bridge in Syston. 
Bollards would be installed to prevent vehicles parking. A road closure would not be 
required. Detailed plans and proposed date were to follow. 
 
CBC had issued new Covid-19 graphics and posters. The floor graphics were slip-
resistant and would be installed by qualified fitters. 
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CBC hosted a meeting as part of Charnwood Community Action, to help support, 
advise and guide the local community during the coronavirus pandemic. To assist the 
Trussell Trust, food parcels were being delivered to Syston Hub. If enquiries were 
received, then they should be directed to the Charnwood Community Action, details 
were on the CBC website. 
 
285/20 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
Sergeant Chris Wharton had sent notification of planned work to deal with drug misuse 
in Syston. Councillors were welcome to contact Sergeant Wharton with any questions 
regarding the work. 
 
286/20 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County and Borough Councillor’s report – Tom Barkley – November 2020 
 
Leicestershire County Council  
 
“Lateral flow Covid 19 testing kits 
Leicestershire County Council has arranged for the government to send up to 80,000 
Coronavirus testing kits per week to Leicestershire in an attempt to stem the spread 
of coronavirus. These Kits can be used to detect coronavirus in those who are 
asymptomatic. Leicestershire remains in an area which has higher numbers of cases 
than the national average, however there are signs that in the coming weeks cases 
may well reduce. There is renewed hope of a vaccine being available shortly when 
tests have been completed. The vaccine appears 90% effective. Pfizers the 
pharmaceutical giant is one among many which are working on vaccines. There may 
be multiple vaccines available once trials of others such as the vaccine being worked 
on by Astra Zeneca complete trials. Real hope for the future and return to normal life.   
. 
EU Exit transition 
County council has been considering the likely impact on businesses in the county 
and preparing for any issues which may arise. There is still hope that an agreement 
can be reached with the European Union on terms acceptable to both sides. 
 
Free School Meals   
The County Council has committed to providing free school meal vouchers during the 
holiday to eligible school children for the remainder of the financial year ending 
31/03/2021. Government funding to County Council has assisted to enable this to 
happen, and further assistance from the Government Winter Covid Grant Scheme may 
assist.  
 
Charnwood Borough Council 
 
Government White Paper on Planning  
Charnwood Borough Council proceeds with its current local plan which it hopes to get 
approved by March 2021. This will enable, under the current planning system control 
of development. The new planning System proposed and out for consultation is 
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unlikely to be implemented within 12 months. The algorithm used by the government 
suggested that double the amount of housing was required in Charnwood. This has 
been strongly challenged by Councillors and the planning authority. We await the 
outcome but reliance on the algorithm is now less likely.  
 
Funding for Businesses and for regeneration after Covid 19 
Funding of £3.6 million has been received by Charnwood Borough Council to assist 
businesses impacted by lockdown throughout Charnwood. The money has to last until 
March 2022. A scheme for distribution and application form should be available on the 
website during the week commencing 23rd November. The intention at present is to 
distribute 75% of the funds before Christmas to help businesses survive and prosper 
post Covid 19. Charnwood Borough Council is to invest up to £15million in a 
regeneration capital project to assist recovery throughout the Borough. In addition, a 
further £15million will be invested in the Charnwood Enterprise Zone to create jobs 
and attract high technology companies to the Borough. This will hopefully make a real 
difference and create employment opportunities for those people impacted by the 
damage to businesses caused by coronavirus. 
 
Remembrance Sunday  
I was honoured to be able to attend a small Covid secure remembrance parade on 
Sunday 8th November organised by the Royal British Legion in conjunction with Syston 
Town Council. I was representing Syston Town Council, Charnwood Borough Council 
and Leicestershire County Council. I placed a wreath on behalf of Syston Town 
Council. It was a very moving ceremony, and we were glad to have in attendance the 
Vice Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire, Colonel Murray Colville TD DL. We shall 
remember them always, this year many people stood outside their homes in silence 
at 11am to observe the two-minute silence.  
 
Charnwod Borough Council Report 
Cllr Sue Gerrard – November 2020 
 
Not a lot to report this month, I was not an invited guest at this year’s Remembrance 
Service, so I stayed away. I did as requested and stood at the front of my front door 
for two minutes silence of respect for the fallen, as nearly all of the Avenue did. I did 
attend the Armistice at the war memorial, which I saw something that I thought was 
very poignant.  As the service was to remember all those that fought in the war, those 
who came back and those that did not. Someone had placed a German soldier’s daily 
ration on the bench near the memorial. I had a tear in my eye, as we should remember 
them as they too were conscripted.   
 
Can we all please adhere to the basic rules of the government at this time, keep mouth 
and nose covered - stay at least a metre apart - do not socialise.  
 
A small price to pay for staying alive, and more to appreciate keeping others alive. 
 
Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Simon Bradshaw November 2020 
 
Remembrance 
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Like millions of other people I spent Remembrance on my doorstep this year, it was 
the first time in many years I had not attended an official Ceremony, whilst the act of 
remembrance was no less important than it always is, I missed some of the 
atmosphere of the Ceremony at our War memorial, hopefully with positive news 
coming from research and Development regarding a Vaccine, next year we may all be 
able to be together again. 
 
Committee Membership 
I have joined the Appeals and Reviews Committee at Charnwood Borough Council, 
The Committee Deals with Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) I have completed the 
relevant Training and have taken part in 2 Meetings (Held by Zoom). 
 
Garden and Bulky Waste Collections 
The Council’s garden waste service will resume on Monday November 9. 

The service which is operated by the Council’s waste partner Serco was paused for 
two weeks after a small number of Serco staff tested positive for Covid-19 and a 
number of employees were required to isolate. 

Collections will return to normal from November 9 and customers can check their 
collection days via the Council website. Just visit, my.charnwood.gov.uk.    
Bulky waste collections had also been impacted and customers with bookings were 
contacted directly to rearrange collections. The service is now running as usual and 
residents can make bookings on the Council’s website. 
 
Councillor Surgeries 
The Next Councillor Surgery will be Held on 5th December 2020 – this will be a Zoom 
meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town Councils 
Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors Facebook Page, 
this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County Councillors about Issues 
in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you need us. 
 
 
Cllr K Pacey – Charnwood Borough Council Report 
Due to lockdown there had been virtually no activity recently other than changes of 
jobs within establishments. 
 
 
Cllr J Poland – Leicestershire County Council Report 
LCC were ready for winter and had received 18 thousand tons of grit in preparation. 
Last year the gritters were called out 66 times and 8 thousand tons of grit was used to 
treat the roads. The weather forecast would be constantly monitored and gritter lorries 
would go to all major roads and key routes in Leicestershire. 
 
Snow wardens were being recruited so if anyone was interested, they could contact 
Cllr Poland who would put them in touch with the relevant department.” 
 

https://my.charnwood.gov.uk/
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/special_collections
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287/20 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 OCTOBER 
2020 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 27 October 2020 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record, with an amendment to the item raised 
by the public ‘Goodes Lane’ should read ‘junction of Melton Road and Goodes 
Lane’.  
All in favour. 
 
288/20 QUOTATION FOR REPLACEMENT CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN TWO TREES 
ON BROOKSIDE 
During installation of the Christmas lights this year, Metric had found that lights on two 
trees at Brookside were damaged, making them inoperative and unsafe. 
 
Lights in trees expected life was four to five years. The existing lights were installed in 
2016. Metric would alter the design to ten separate strings of lights in each tree fed 
into one junction for easier future maintenance and installation. 
 
Two sets of lights with electrical installation by Metric - £1,738.28 + VAT. 
 
Tindle Tree Care would install the lights in both trees for £240 + VAT. 
 
Code 110 Christmas Event had £4,800 remaining due to the cancellation of the event 
this year. Monies to be spent from this code were for the Christmas tree and Shop 
Window Competition; leaving a balance of £4,400. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to use Christmas Event Budget Code 110 to replace the lights in two trees 
on Brookside, at a cost of £1,738.28 + VAT (Metric Services) and £240 + VAT (Tindle 
Tree Care). 
All in favour. 
 
289/20 OPENING OF CHAPEL ON SUNDAYS AT BARKBY ROAD CEMETERY 
Following a successful trial on Remembrance Day, Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery 
had requested the Chapel be open every Sunday 10am to 2pm, they would lock and 
unlock the Chapel themselves. The Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery had decorated 
the Chapel throughout the year on commemoration days, and the risk of vandalism 
was low. 
 
It was noted that signs could be placed at the Chapel to remind visitors to sanitise their 
hands when entering and leaving the Chapel. A hand sanitiser station was already 
provided by STC in the Chapel. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to approve the opening and closing of the Chapel at Barkby Road 
Cemetery by the Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery, between 10am and 2pm on 
Sundays. Signs to be installed to remind visitors to sanitise. 
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One against. 
The proposal was carried. 
 
290/20 PANEL MEMBERSHIP FOR CLLR K PACEY 
Following standing down as Chairman for personal reasons, Cllr K Pacey had 
confirmed which panels he would like to join. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept Cllr K Pacey as a member of the following panels: 

• Pavilion Panel 

• Bowling Club Liaison Panel 

• Biffa Liaison Panel 

• Cemetery Phase Two Panel 
All in favour. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr T Barkley would Chair the Pavilion Panel meetings. 
 
291/20 PERMISSION FOR ROTARY CLUB SANTA SLEIGH TO PARK AT PARK 
SQUARE 
This request had been officially withdrawn by the Rotary Club. 
 
292/20 ON-GOING DEVELOPMENTS IMPACTING COUNCIL OPERATIONS 
(COVID-19) 

• Room hire at Community Centre – stopped apart from two support groups 
(allowable during lockdown), one for adult special needs support and one for 
anxiety and depression support. 

• Football pitch hire – suspended 

• Staffing – Cleaners working two hours per day (instead of usual three hours) 

• Office Staff – working full time (office phones manned Monday-Friday 9am-
4.30pm) 

• More home-working (normally two officers in at any one time) 

• Estates team – working normally. Park Warden working as normal. 
 
Proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
 
293/20 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 
3 November, the Amenities Committee held on 10 November and the Resources 
Committee held on 17 November 2020 were received. (Any amendments would be 
made at each relevant Committee meeting in December.)  
 
294/20 QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
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295/20 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
Councillors noted the Town Manager’s report.  
Updates:  

• The Cemetery Panel had met 24 November, recommendations would be 
taken to Amenities meeting on 1 December. 

• The Pavilion Panel had three meetings this month. Recommendation of 
preferred contractor would be taken to Amenities meeting on 1 December and 
Resources Meeting on 8 December. 

• Memorial Sunday 8 November and Armistice Day 11 November had gone 
well with no problems. 

• The December issue of Syston Topic would be finalised after 2 December when 
government guidelines had been announced so correct guidance could be 
included in the publication. Circulation would be done electronically. 

 
296/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The report was accepted. All actions were complete. 
 
297/20 DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
Date of the next meeting would be 15 December 2020 at 7.30pm – via Zoom 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm  


