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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr S Visavadia 
Cllr P Walden 
Cllr S Walker 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss S Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – CBC 
One member of the Press 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting would be recorded for 
Council use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities 
(Executive arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) 
regulations 2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this 
meeting. The use of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s 
control. 
 
461/20 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
462/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr L Towell (work commitments), 
Cllr J Poland (work commitments), Cllr M Carnall (personal reasons) and 
Cllr H Screaton (personal reasons). 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept all the apologies. 
All were in favour. 
 
463/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
The meeting will commence with a fifteen-minute adjournment for matters to be 
raised, if any, by the public 
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Syston Town News were running an anti- litter poster campaign which would be 
advertised in the March edition.  This was to help promote the work of Syston & 
Thurmaston Litter Wombles. 
The community were being invited to design a poster and the winning poster would be 
professionally produced. The question was raised whether STC would display the 
winning poster on their public notice board. 
  
464/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

• Operation Wildfire – was a police initiative for anyone to report issues of 
vandalism or anti-social behaviour (ASB).  All villages in Charnwood had 
reports of ASB and vandalism except Syston.  Councillors were encouraged to 
report any issues to the Police. TM had circulated a list of contact details of 
Syston Police Officers and PCSO’s to all Councillors. 

• Following the Prime Minister’s on 22 February, outdoor sports for adults and 
children could commence from 29 March and the Community Centre could be 
open for room bookings from 12 April 2021. Enquiries for room bookings were 
already being received. 
 

465/20 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
A police report (based on data from police.uk) had been circulated, but no Officer 
was present at the meeting. 
 
Further details on local crimes could be found on the police.uk website. 
 
 
466/20 TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW COUNCILLOR 
Salome Tonge was to be considered for the role of Councillor, but she had not 
managed to log in yet.  It was asked if this could be adjourned until later in the agenda 
to give her the opportunity to attend the Zoom meeting. 
 
 
467/20 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County and Borough Councillor Report – February 2021 – Tom Barkley 
Business Grants 
“Around £43 million in government grants has been paid to businesses in 
Charnwood to support them during the pandemic. 
Charnwood Borough Council has been responsible for distributing the grants since 
the start of the national crisis last year. 
And while the grants have proved a lifeline to many businesses, the work is far from 
done and the Council says it will continue to get funding to eligible businesses as 
swiftly and securely as possible. 
It recently paid the first wave of new lockdown grants to 900 local companies 
totalling over £6million. 
Energy Savings  
Residents in Charnwood could save more than £405 a year on their energy bills in 
2021 with Charnwood Big Switch. 
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The collective switching scheme which is run by the borough Council helps residents 
change energy suppliers with ease and save money on their bills. 
The company also recently introduced new rules which means only suppliers offering 
100 per cent renewable electricity tariffs can take part in auctions. 
Registering for Charnwood Big Switch is free and only takes a few minutes. 
For more information about the scheme and to register visit 
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch 
 
County Council  
Vaccinations  
People vaccinated up to and including 12 February 2021 
First dose: 14,556,827 
Second dose: 534,869 
Estimated R number 
0.7 to 0.9 with a daily infection growth rate range of -5% to -2% as of 
12 February 2021. 
 
Making Leicestershire cleaner and greener  
Leicestershire is leading the way – with the County Council set to become Carbon 
Neutral ahead of National targets. The County Council is aiming to become Carbon 
Neutral by 2030 and have also pledged to achieve ‘net Zero’ across the whole 
county by 2045. The Council also intends to plant a tree for every resident which 
equates to 700,000 trees across Leicestershire over the next 25 years as part of the 
work to boost trees, woodlands, and hedgerows across the county. For full details of 
the environment Strategy go to:- Leicestershire.gov.uk/environmentstrategy  
 
Be on your Guard against Scams  
Always remember that genuine organisations will never contact you out of the blue to 
ask for personal or financial detail such as PIN or full banking passwords. Never click 
on a link sent by e mail or text message even if it appears to come from a genuine 
source. Look up an organisation online and contact them through their own website. 
Similarly, there are an increasing number of Scam phone calls purporting to be from 
BT, HMRC, Amazon etc. Forward suspicious text messages to 7726 (Spells Spam 
on your telephone Keypad). Suspicious texts, phone call or e mails can also be 
reported to Action Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 03001232040. If you 
have given financial information, contact you bank direct. 
 
Free School Meals  
Leicestershire County Council with Government support has provided £360,00 
ensuring that 12,000 eligible children receive food vouchers during December 2020. 
In addition, £1 million will be invested until April 2021 to support those in need into 
half-term and Easter breaks.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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County Councillor Report – James Poland 
 
February 2021 
Leicestershire County Council Budget  
 
“Leicestershire County Council has agreed its budget at the meeting on 17th 
February.  The plan sets out a balanced budget for two years and shows that the 
difference between income and expenditure will total £79m in 2025.   
 
A one-off £25m Covid fund, enabling money to be used if further national funding 
isn’t available, is included as well as a three per cent Council Tax levy for adult social 
care. Generating an extra £10m, the Government has given councils this option to 
offset the impact of significant increases in adult social care costs on other services.  
This means the budget includes in total a 4.99 per cent Council Tax increase for 
2021/22 – or £5.59 a month for a Band D house. 
 
Investment in services including children and family services, adult social care and 
environment in transport is proposed as well as a £450m capital pot to spend on new 
roads, school places, recycling initiatives and other infrastructure supporting new 
homes. 
 
Rapid Covid testing for key workers  
 
A programme to provide the county’s key workers with rapid community testing for 
Covid-19 is now underway with six centres now open for non-symptomatic testing 
(the closest to Syston being Melton and Loughborough).  One in three people who 
have coronavirus show no symptoms, and rapid lateral flow testing, led by the 
council’s public health team, can help to quickly identify individuals, and stop the 
spread of infection. Rapid testing is only for those who are eligible, who don’t have 
symptoms and aren’t already isolating. It is open to key workers and anyone else in 
the county who cannot currently work from home.  
 
The lateral flow tests are self-administered at an approved test site – and you can 
leave the site straight after you have taken your swab. Results will be sent out by 
text or email by the end of that day. Sites will be open 6 days each week. 
 
Anyone who currently cannot work from home and is eligible, will be able to book a 
test. These can be booked online at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-
19/rapid-asymptomatic-testing.   
 
Cycling and walking survey 
 
Leicestershire County Council have launched a survey asking people for their views 
on how cycling and walking provision could be improved in Leicestershire, and so far 
more than 700 people have responded. The council is developing a new strategy 
which has the ambition of increasing the number of journeys by bike or on foot as 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/rapid-asymptomatic-testing
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/rapid-asymptomatic-testing
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well as bringing benefits in creating healthier communities and reducing carbon 
emissions. 
 
Among the key elements of the survey is asking people what prevents them walking 
or cycling and what measures we can put in place so, in the future, they can make 
more of the shorter journeys by bike or on foot. The views submitted through the 
survey will be used to shape and create the new cycling and walking strategy, which 
is due to be published in summer 2021. Once published, the strategy will help to 
inform future plans to improve pavements and cycleways, as well as supporting 
funding bids to Government to enable the delivery of improvements. 
 
The survey is open until 14th March and can be completed online here: 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/cycling-and-
walking-engagement-survey”. 
 
 

Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Sue Gerrard 
“I have made some phone calls to elderly people across the Borough, just to let them 
have a chat/moan or just a chat to break up their day. I have not yet had one 
rejection; they all seem to have something to tell me and most of all it is the boredom 
of lockdown. As for making up a bag of groceries, I have only done two as I have 
only heard of those recipients. 
 
Having attended all the training sessions at Charnwood which are very interesting, 
and the committees I sit on and that is about it for this month”. 
 
Borough Councillor Report January 2021 – Simon Bradshaw 
 
Borough Councillor Report February 2021 
 
“Shop Safer 

High street businesses in Charnwood are being offered a resource pack as part of 
the Shop Safe, Shop Local campaign. 

The pack has been produced by Charnwood Borough Council and includes a range 
of Covid-19 posters and social media images which businesses can display in their 
windows or on their own social media channels. 

The posters are in line with current Covid-secure messaging to reassure the public 
that businesses are complying with the latest guidance and instructing shoppers to 
adhere to the rules on hands, face, space and other safety requirements. 

A number of packs will be offered to local businesses by the Council’s high street 
ambassadors, but companies can also download a digital version from the Council’s 
website. 

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/cycling-and-walking-engagement-survey
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/cycling-and-walking-engagement-survey
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Missed Parcel Scam 
Last Month I reported on some COVID-19 Scams that were doing the rounds, this 
month I received a very authentic looking text that appeared to come from the Royal 
Mail advising that I have missed the delivery of a very important parcel, the text 
contained a link to a web site/payment form for redirection of the parcel, the web 
page looks very convincing but is in fact solely set up to obtain your private/Bank 
details, if in doubt contact your local post office and Trading Standards. 
 
Look after your Neighbours 
If you have Elderly or Vulnerable neighbours, could I ask you reach out safely to 
them to make sure they are ok, this Lockdown has been difficult for a lot of people, 
the bad weather and shorter daylight time has also not helped, often a friendly word 
can lift someone’s day. 
 
Councillor Surgeries 
The Next Councillor Surgery will be Held on 6th March 2021 at 10am – this will be a 
Zoom meeting and details for Joining the Meeting will be published on the Town 
Councils Website and Facebook Page and also on my Syston East Councillors 
Facebook Page, this is an opportunity to speak to your Borough and County 
Councillors about Issues in your Ward, Your Councillors are here to help when you 
need us”. 
 
 
Cllr K Pacey – Charnwood Borough Council 
A verbal report was given. 
 

• had the first significant meeting of the Licensing Committee since Lockdown 
began. 

• the Committee had approved two reports: Cumulative Impact report – every five 
years and a Licensing Team report. 

• criminal checks would now be covered nationally. 

• looking at introducing CCTV in taxis; this would help with vehicle safety and any 
complaints about the driver.  

• few vehicle roadside tests had been carried out due to lack of Police officers 
available during the Pandemic.  

• working with Government to agree a national standard. 

• looking into digital methods for licencing. 
 
 
TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW COUNCILLOR 
A warm welcome was given to Salome Jerusha Tonge who had applied to be a Syston 
Town Councillor. 
Salome made the following statement: 
“I have lived in Syston for the last six years and have become interested in being a 
Councillor since experiencing issues with car parking on streets. 
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I am a student ODP in the NHS, also a mother and I would like to give something back 
to the community in which I live.” She also thanked Cllr James Poland and the Town 
Manager for their help and support regarding a parking issue recently.  
 
It was agreed to consider Ms Tonge for  Merton Ward, as the Ward in which she lived 
did not have any vacancies. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept Ms Tonge’s application to be a Councillor and for her to serve the 
Merton Ward. 
All were in favour. 
 
It was recommended that Cllr Tonge attend all the committee meetings to help her 
decide which council responsibilities interested her. 
Cllr K Pacey and Cllr S Visavadia offered Salome assistance/an introduction to the 
work of a Councillor in Merton Ward. 
The Councillor Declaration of Acceptance of Office was normally signed at the meeting 
in which the post was taken up; this was not possible at a Zoom meeting, the Town 
Manger would email it to Cllr Tonge the following day for signature. 
 
 
468/20 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26 JANUARY 
2021 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 26 January 2021 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
 
469/20 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 2 
February 2021, the Amenities Committee held on 9 February 2021 and the Resources 
Committee held on 16 February 2021 were received. (Any amendments would be 
made at each relevant Committee meeting in February.)  
 
470/20 QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
There were no questions received. 
 
471/20 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
Councillors noted the Town Manager’s report.  
This was a comprehensive report from the Town Manager, the Deputy Town 
Manager, the Facilities Manager, the Senior Administrator and the Assistant to the 
Town Manager. 
 
Town Manager’s Update: 

• The Union flag had been flying at half-mast at the War Memorial and the 
Community Centre; a Charnwood initiative to mark the passing of Captain Sir 
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Tom Moore.  Following his funeral on Saturday, the flags would be raised on 
Monday. 

 
472/20 COUNCIL OPERATIONS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC UPDATE 
A verbal report was given by the Town Manager; 
 
A report had been emailed to all Councillors; Officers were working through the 
changes following last night’s public address by the Prime Minister. 
Grass root football would return by the end of March and normal bookings at the 
Community Centre in June (subject to review). 
The deep cleaning of the community centre was being promoted on all social media 
sites.   
A more detailed report would be forthcoming from the TM and FM. 
 
 
473/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
All actions were complete or in progress. 
 
 
474/20 DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
Date of the next meeting would be 23 March 2021 at 7.30pm – via Zoom 
 
The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 
  


