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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr S Hampson 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M McLoughlin(7.45pm) 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr L Towell 
Cllr S Visavadia 
Cllr P Walden 
Cllr S Walker 
  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss S Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
Cllr S Bradshaw – CBC (arrived 7.35pm) 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting was recorded for Council 
use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities (Executive 
arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) regulations 
2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting. The use 
of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s control. 
 
224/20 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
225/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Carnall, Cllr H Screaton and CC James Poland 
 
226/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations.  
 
An item was raised by the public and read out by the Chairman. 
The editor of Syston Town News would like to thank the Council for their tribute at Full 
Council and Spotlight for her late husband who was a Councillor and former Chairman.  
The editor also asked for an additional waste bin to be put near the bus shelter at the 
junction of Melton Road and Goodes Lane due to the hazardous waste and general 
litter that had been accumulating in that area. 
Action: This was a matter for the Borough Council but would be referred to the 
Development Committee for discussion. 
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227/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Chairman gave a warm welcome to Cllr Scott Walker as this was his first 
complete Full Council meeting.   
Great Central Railway had received £250K from the Heritage Lottery Fund towards 
running costs.   
 
228/20 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
There was no Police Report.  The timing of the Police Report publication was not 
corresponding with Full Council meetings. The Town Manager would email the report 
to Councillors, once received. 
 
229/20 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 
County and Borough Councillor report – Tom Barkley  
County Council 
 
Service to Residents 
“The services provided by County Council are functioning and available for use 
despite the news being dominated by Coronavirus and its impact on Health and the 
economy. Schools, Adult Social Care and the wellbeing of residents has been a 
major focus, as has grant funding to community groups who have been remarkable 
in their efforts during the last five months. The County Council is providing support to 
businesses in the County. A pot of £750,000 is available and so far, £300,000 has 
been provided. More information is available on: - 
Leicestershire.gov.uk/Businessrecoveryfund 
There is hope for the future and the health of residents is paramount, as is 
supporting jobs and the businesses throughout the county to enable life to return to 
normal after this awful pandemic. I continue to serve on three committees at County 
to ensure sound services are provided.  
 
World Mental Health day – 10th October 2020 supported by Leicestershire 
County Council  
This year has been a tough one for us all and months of lockdown have had an 
impact on our mental health. So, it’s even more important we know how to look after 
our mental health. Leicestershire County Council has supported world mental health 
day on Saturday 10th October 2020.  
Having good mental health, or being mentally healthy, is more than just the absence 

of illness, it’s a state of overall wellbeing. It doesn't mean you're always happy or 

unaffected by your experiences, but rather that you feel resilient and able to cope. 

We are more likely to have good mental health if we feel in control and able to deal 

with life’s ups and downs. The NHS website has 6 tips on how to feel better. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/feel-better-and-happy/ 

 

There is help available to anyone struggling and the site below gives advice and 

guidance: - 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/feel-better-and-happy/
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mood-self-assessment/” 

 

 
 
Charnwood Borough Council 
 
” Partnership working  

Nearly 150 potential job placements have been identified from around 
50 local employers just three weeks after the launch of the government’s Kickstart 
scheme in Charnwood. The £2billion Kickstart programme enables employers to 
offer six-month job placements for 16-24-year-olds at risk of long-term 
unemployment.   

So far, 48 Charnwood employers are on board with a total of 143 potential roles 
identified – including 63 at Loughborough College. The initial target was at least 100 
job placements. 

Community Grants from Charnwood Borough Council 

Community groups in Charnwood have been awarded over £117,000 in grant 
funding to help them recover from the coronavirus pandemic. 

Charnwood Borough Council launched its VCS Covid-19 Recovery grants in a bid to 
help voluntary organisations respond to community needs during the pandemic. 

A total of 39 organisations have been awarded funding which will help with the 
additional cost of PPE and cleaning, reopening of buildings and restarting or 
adapting services to meet current government guidelines. A number of Community 
groups in Syston have benefited from funding. 

Charnwood Council continues to support Communities throughout the Borough and 
has been under financial strain due to the coronavirus and the costs associated with 
it, in providing services in a Covid safe manner. Charnwood is in Tier 1 (Medium 
Risk) as designated by the government but there is no room for complacency. They 
are anxious to avoid moving into Tier 2 or Tier 3 which will impact more heavily on 
residents and businesses. Advice and guidance are being given daily to residents via 
Social Media.  

I continue to serve on a range of Committees and also Cabinet, at Charnwood 
Council, but the meetings are taking place by Zoom Video Conferencing. I am able 
to represent residents at all levels of local government and there is no doubt that the 
number of contacts from residents has increased dramatically during the Covid 
Crisis. I am happy to report that in the majority of cases, I have been able to assist 
which is extremely pleasing as we are elected to serve the community and its 
residents in a variety of ways.  

There is hope and talk of a vaccine for Coronavirus being widely available in the new 
year. Let’s hope it comes sooner and in the interim we must protect each other and 
our community in the prescribed manner”. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mood-self-assessment/
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Borough Councillor report - Simon Bradshaw  
 
“Everyone in Charnwood has a role to play in tackling Covid-19, says the Leader of 
Charnwood Borough Council following a rise in cases. Data published by the 
Leicestershire County Council on Wednesday, October 14 shows that for the week 
ending October 10, every district in the county now has rates of over 100 cases for 
every 100,000 people. Rates for Oadby & Wigston (178.8 cases per 100,000 
population) and Charnwood (154.4 per 100,000) are also above the national average 
of 150.1 per 100,000.  
 
Cases are rising everywhere in the county, and we now know that, based on the 
most recent data over the past few days, Charnwood has the highest rate. “However, 
our drive is no longer around highlighting ‘hot-spots’ and targeting specific parts of 
Leicestershire – this is now around everyone being extra vigilant. “We need to work 
together to control the virus – that’s through social distancing, wearing a face mask 
and washing your hands  
 
COVID-19 Grant Funding  
Community groups in Charnwood have been awarded over £117,000 in grant 
funding to help them recover from the coronavirus pandemic. Charnwood Borough 
Council launched its VCS Covid-19 Recovery grants in a bid to help voluntary 
organisations respond to community needs during the pandemic. A total of 39 
organisations have been awarded funding which will help with the additional cost of 
PPE and cleaning, reopening of buildings and restarting or adapting services to meet 
current government guidelines. Community facilities such as village halls, churches 
and community centres across the borough have also received funding through the 
scheme to help them reopen and restart offering services safely.  
 
Councillor Surgeries  
Borough and County Councillors continue to hold their Monthly surgeries via Zoom, 
the next Surgery will be Saturday 7th November 2020, and details will be published 
shortly on how to participate. Your Councillors are here to help when needed”. 
 
 
Charnwood Borough Council 
Borough Councillor report – Ken Pacey 
There was very little licensing work and nothing to report. 
 
Borough Councillor report – Sue Gerrard 

• Infection rates were rising in Charnwood. 

• Jackie Jackson from CBC attended Development Committee meeting and 
provided a useful overview of the planning regulations and the White Paper 
on planning, currently out for consultation. 

• Cllr Gerrard had objected to the proposed café on Fosse Way. 
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230/20 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22 SEPTEMBER 
2020 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 22 September 2020 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
231/20 IT ISSUES EFFECTING COUNCILLORS – REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 
This was a request from the Development Committee to investigate the provision of 
an i-pad or laptop for each Councillor.  At the same meeting, Councillors were 
encouraged to be more involved in social media ie twitter, Facebook and Linked-in. 
It was agreed that if an i-pad was provided, then STC would have to maintain it, 
provide virus protection and possibly back-up, which was an unnecessary expense, 
especially in the current economic climate. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to delay any decisions on the supply of i-pads to Councillors for twelve 
months; exceptional circumstances to come back through Council. 
One against. 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Assistant to the Town Manager updated the STC Social Media, Twitter, 
Facebook and Linked In and had developed good PR skills.  The Chairman asked 
Councillors to exercise caution when using Social Media. 
 
232/20 ON-GOING DEVELOPMENTS IMPACTING COUNCIL OPERATIONS 
(COVID 19 
A report was sent out with the agenda advising of the ongoing and changing 
operational services provided by STC staff during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Chairman stated that everyone had adapted very well in difficult circumstances 
and this a credit to all our Councillors and staff. 
 
233/20 BUSINESS CONTINUITY IT UPGRADE 
In the event of an IT disaster recovery (DR) being activated, an upgraded DR service 
was now available. 
Currently the IT disaster back-up would restore files from backups to loan equipment 
supplied by Supreme Systems; (the return time of service) would restore files at a 
time lapse of between four hours and two days.  
 
The upgraded SIRIS provided an enhanced service via an intelligent local appliance 
located at Syston Town Council office.  In the event of an IT disaster, the local 
appliance would be able to re-boot the server and restore working files within 
minutes. Back-up could be set to run to as little as every 15 mins, and the duration 
would be agreed with Supreme Systems if the enhanced system was purchased.   If 
we were in a situation where the office was unavailable, the new backup solution had 
a cloud platform where the server could be re-booted to allow Officers to continue 
working from home. 
 



 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD BY VIRUTAL MEETING - 
ZOOM  

 ON 27 OCTOBER 2020  
Page 89 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

The new SIRIS backup software would also check for ransomware attacks within the 
server, any detected ransomware attack would be flagged to the Supreme helpdesk 
where it would be addressed.  The system would automatically boot the last known 
good backup and isolate the server to prevent further infection.  
It was agreed that this was an essential insurance. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr S Gerrard and 
Resolved to purchase the Business IT upgrade for an additional £480 per year. 
All were in favour. 
 
223/20 AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDERS 22.3 
An amendment was requested to allow the Assistant to the Town Manager to stay in 
meetings for confidential items. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to allow the Assistant to the Town Manager to stay in meetings for 
confidential items. 
All were in favour. 
 
224/20 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 
6 October, the Amenities Committee held on 13 October and the Resources 
Committee held on 20 October 2020 were received. (Any amendments would be made 
at each relevant Committee meeting in November.)  
 
225/20 QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN – WITH NOTICE 
No questions. 
 
226/20 TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 
Councillors noted the Town Manager’s report.  
Updates:  

• Melton Road car park was being resurfaced this week, the toilets remained 
open. 

• There were four Councillor vacancies. 

• Closing date for the Pavilion tenders was Friday 30 October. 

• A pitch analysis had been carried out on all six pitches, which was part of the 
FA funding requirements and had been submitted. 

• A final meeting would be held with the RBL on Friday 30 October and was 
being reported through the Development Committee. 

• Friends of Barkby Road had decorated the Chapel with poppies and was 
open this week and next week from Tuesday to Thursday, as well as on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

• A response for the consultation on the White Paper for planning had been 
submitted. 

• Syston Topic was out and had been emailed to all Councillors. 

• Structural test certificate for the lamppost for the CCTV on Melton Road had 
now been submitted to Highways. 



 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD BY VIRUTAL MEETING - 
ZOOM  

 ON 27 OCTOBER 2020  
Page 90 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

• The next Councillor surgery would be held on Saturday 7 November from 
10.00am - 11.00am by Zoom. 

DEPUTY TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 

• Kiwa had finally sent the structural report for the missing two lampposts and 
this had  been forwarded to Highways.  

• Highways had sent the Licence to erect the Christmas lights and this work 
would begin next week. 
 

 
227/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The report was accepted. 
 
There would be no brown bin waste collection from the week commencing 26 
October to 6 November, due to some Serco staff testing positive for Covid-19. 
 
228/20 CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES MEETING HELD ON 20 
0CT0BER 2020 
This was for information and would be approved at November Resources meeting. 
 
 
229/20 DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
Date of the next meeting would be 24 November 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm         


