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COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr T Barkley – Chairman 
Cllr C Booth 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr J Lucas 
Cllr M Mcloughlin 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 
None 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Ms C Voyce – Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Sergeant Steve Wharton 
Four members of the Public 
 
593/19 REFLECTION 
Cllr T Barkley gave the reflection. 
 
594/19 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Carnall, Cllr L Towell and Cllr J Poland 
 
595/19 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
The meeting would commence with a fifteen- minute adjournment for matters to 
be raised, if any, by the Public. 
Four members of the public asked for the Council’s help to support them in their 
campaign with Highways to clear up mud and the flooding of Meadow Lane.  The 
family left photograph evidence for Cllr Tom Barkley in his role of County Cllr and STC 
to take this up with LCC Highways. 
Members of the public left at 7.34pm. 
 
596/19 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcements. 
 
597/19 TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT 
Charnwood East newsletter had been circulated. 
An additional report was tabled. 
Theft from motor vehicle 
17/2 – 18/2 Lea Close, Thurmaston – number plates stolen from a car on the driveway. 
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20/2 – 21/2 Half Croft, Syston catalytic converter stolen off a Mercedes Sprinter van 
parked in a yard of a business. 
Sergeant Wharton presented an update on the Police report to Council. 

• crime across Charnwood was going in the right direction with a 7% reduction.  

• currently working on drug taking and dealing which would help to significantly 
reduce crime.  

• There had been some catalytic converter thefts on Asda Car Park in daylight.  
This type of theft was a nationwide problem, but it had tailed off in the last three 
weeks. 

• increase in burglaries at the beginning of February on the Hobby Horse Estate; 
the police had been working with Neighbourhood Watch and the burglaries had 
now reduced. 

• a distraction burglary had just occurred at Tentercroft Avenue and was being 
investigated by Police Officers. 

• An increase in youth related violence with a knife related incident on Central 
Park; the Police were actively involved with this. 

• Sergeant Wharton was currently rejuvenating Neighbourhood Watch and 
Neighbourhood Link and had introduced new signage.  Community groups 
were being encouraged to sign up; 200 signs were available FOC. 

Sergeant Wharton would provide CV with a short paragraph to promote the new 
schemes to enable STC promotion on social media. 
 
 
598/19 TO RECEIVE COUNTY/BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
County Councillor – James Poland 
No report provided. 
 
Charnwood Borough Council 
Cllr Ken Pacey 
There had been a licencing committee meeting this week to finalise a report for 
hackney carriages and taxis. There would be a few changes to garages who look after 
these vehicles with checks being made twice a year. 
Any taxis coming into Charnwood area need to abide by Charnwood rules. 
 
Cllr S Bradshaw  
CBC had been working with other agencies to help residents and areas hit by flooding 
over the weekend of 15-16 February.  Borough Council Officers and its contractors 
were carrying out checks on watercourses, clearing gullies, drains and advising people 
on alternative accommodation should they need it.  The Council were also liaising with 
other organisations as part of a multi-agency response to the flooding situation. The 
Council were alerted to flooding issues of either roads or properties in several locations 
across the borough. Some properties and commercial premises were flooded. Officers 
delivered sandbags to help protect properties and these have also been delivered to 
some parish councils. 
On Sunday 16 February SB spent a lot of time checking the River Wreake particularly 
in Syston town centre, sending photographs to relevant officers at CBC and alerting 
people via Social Media with Facebook on flooding. 
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Cllr S Gerrard 
Cllr Gerrard had recently been working on the Plans Committee.  An inspection of 
various properties with new planning applications submitted would take place this 
week. 
 
 
Cllr T Barkley – Charnwood Borough Council and LCC 
County Council 
 
Charnwood Borough Council 
 
Activities for Children  
There was plenty for the kids to do in Charnwood this half-term thanks to the holiday 
activity programme.  Activities on offer included: den building, love family fit, laser 
quest, aerial trekking, kin-ball taster session, arts and crafts, family nordic walking, 
horse riding, multi-sports with LCFC and yoga. 

Budget Setting  
Last night Charnwood Borough Council approved its budget of £18.3 million to 
maintain all existing services despite funding reductions by undertaking 
commercialisation, digitalisation and an improved Investment strategy.  Council Tax 
would rise by under nine pence per week. 

In Charnwood 2020 Business Conference hosted by Charnwood Borough 
Council at Loughborough University. 
TB recently took part in hosting this event with Officers from Charnwood Borough 
Council. The purpose was to highlight to businesses the benefits of locating in 
Charnwood.  A tour of the Borough took place including Syston.  Syston’s Business 
park which hosted the Bentley Group and Steris Group, included the first 
environmentally friendly, totally solar powered business building. The Enterprise 
Zone, Science and Enterprise Park at the University and Charnwood Campus 
business park were also visited. Many business people from outside and inside the 
Borough attended, were very enthusiastic about the opportunities Charnwood 
offered and the attractions of the area generally.  Attendance was over 120 people.  
 
Carbon Neutral agenda 
Charnwood had pledged to be Carbon Neutral by 2030.  It had in the last five years 
reduced its carbon emissions by 37%.  The Council was encouraging all 
organisations and businesses to follow its lead to protect the planet for future 
generations.  Much work was to be done countrywide and worldwide.  For future 
generations the work was of great significance. Over the next four years Charnwood 
would plant 100,000 trees and consider in all its procurement and replacement of 
equipment the most environmentally friendly options. The work so far had produced 
significant savings in gas and electricity usage. The payback period for any 
investment was always considered. 
TB was on the Carbon Neutral Project Board to monitor the progress and costs, 
investing 1.5 million over the next three years in projects.  
 
Leicestershire County Council 
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The position regarding a Unitary Authority remains to be decided, but Leicestershire 
County Council has not brought forward its proposals for a single Unitary Authority 
pending publication of a White Paper. Nothing has been ruled out, but it has been 
made clear by the Secretary of State that County, District Councils MP’s, Councillors 
and all partners should work together to come to a mutually agreed position.  It was 
likely that all options would be considered, and financial incentives offered to those 
creating a Unitary or Unitaries.  It is also possible that an East Midlands Regional 
Authority with an elected Mayor could be considered to take on such matters as 
planning and other regional functions.   
 
HS2 
It had been announced that the HS2 transport plan would progress with County 
Council taking up the challenges and opportunities it offered.  It would impact more 
heavily on North West Leicestershire.  
 
Medium Term Financial Strategy  
The strategy for the next three years had been agreed at Leicestershire County 
Council.  Next year a budget of £371,410,000 had been set, of which £137,713,000 
to be spent on Adult & Communities and £73,918,000 on Children’s and Families 
Services; these were the largest spending areas.  
 
Committees 
TB continued work on the Scrutiny Commission, Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Board, Corporate Governance, Investment Committee and Local Pension Board. TB 
currently working with Syston Health Centre to improve the facilities available to 
them in their cluster of surgeries and hence provide better local care in the 
community for Syston and Charnwood Residents.  
 
599/19 AGREE THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 28 JANUARY 2020 
Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on 28 January 2020 were proposed by 
Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to accept and sign as a true record.  
All in favour. 
 
600/19 ISEKI TRACTOR MAINTENANCE 
As well as an annual service, the Iseki Tractor required some additional repair work. 
The cab frame was loose and needed replacing which was possibly causing the drive 
shaft to permanently stick on. 
Several companies had been approached to provide a quotation, but the companies 
needed to see the tractor to be able to determine the problem. 
Three companies had quoted on a service and a cost of collection and delivery of the 
tractor. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and 
Resolved to appoint PS Marsden for a quote on the repair work before servicing work 
was agreed and to bring the quote back to the next Amenities meeting for a decision.   
Collection and delivery was £14.95 inclusive. 
All were in favour. 
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601/19 CEMETERY HEIGHT RESTRICITON AND GATE RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM PHASE TWO PANEL MEETING HELD ON 25 FEBRUARY 2020 
A meeting was held today. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to appoint Glymptons for their quotation/solution in its entirety, including 
reflector strips and warning signs on chains, at a cost of £960.25.  Glymptons would 
also arrange for plugs to be fitted in the welding holes of the gate posts and concrete 
line the gate post holes.   
All were in favour. 
Action: CV to contact Highways to request road signs for Melton Road to assist in the 
locating of the Cemetery. 
 
602/19 ARMED FORCES COVENANT 
Nine parish and town councils had shown their commitment to supporting military 
personnel community by signing the Armed Forces Covenant. 
The Armed Forces Covenant was a promise by the nation to ensure those who serve 
or had served in the Armed Forces, and their families, were treated fairly and did not 
face unnecessary disadvantages.  
Charnwood Borough Council guaranteed an interview to any armed forces veteran 
meeting the the criteria for any job vacancy they advertised. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved that Syston Town Council sign the Armed Forces Covenant. 
All were in favour. 
 
603/19 COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 
Council had considered an application for the co-opting of Judy Gurney to Council.  
Judy was a resident of Syston and managed a Syston town centre shop.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and  
Resolved to co-opt Judy Gurney as a Syston Town Councillor representing New 
Barkby Ward. 
All were in favour. 
Cllr Judy Gurney joined the meeting. 
 
604/19 RECEIVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Minutes of the meetings of Development & General Purposes Committee held on 4 
February, the Amenities Committee held on 11 February and the Resources 
Committee held on 18 February 2020 were received. (Any amendments would be 
made at each relevant Committee meeting in February.)  
 
605/19 TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Town Manager presented an update on her report which was noted. 
Updates as follows: 

• 23 expressions of interest had been received for the Facilities Manager vacancy 
with 10 firm applications. 
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• there had been a holdup on the electrics for the Skate Park floodlighting and 
Metric had been contacted for advice. 

• five councillor vacancies remained. 

• Rich & Carr had presented recommendations for the Rules & Regulations for 
the Syston & District Cemetery and this would be presented to the next 
Amenities meeting for approval. 

• there had been a problem with the intruder alarm at the new Cemetery and ADT 
were  investigating. 

• next meeting of the Allotment Society was on 5 March and any Councillors were 
welcome to attend.  

• CV had been advised informally that she had passed the IOSH training course. 

• Sergeant Wharton was sending two PCSO’s to help with the Syston Spring 
Clean event  on 5 April. 

• there had been a few nominations for Citizen of the Year Award but only one 
nomination for the Young Citizen Award.  CV was meeting with a teacher at 
Wreake Valley Academy to discuss the “friendly bench scheme” and would also 
promote the Young Citizen Award. 

• we were working continually to prepare for the East Midlands in Bloom 
competition.  the route was being changed this year to incorporate a Heritage 
Trail originally conceived by the Syston History Society. 

• Outreach service had stalled since the retirement of Sandra Parnell.  
Charnwood were  carrying out a risk assessment on the arrangements, as well 
as evaluating its effectiveness before continuing with the service. 

• a second edition of Syston Topic was almost complete. 

• Reports were also received from the Deputy Town Manager, the Senior 
Administrator and Assistant to the Town Manager – no updates. 

 
606/19 MEMBERS QUESTIONS RECEIVED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
There were no questions. 
 
607/19 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
Councillors noted the report.    
CV had registered with NALC for the Local Award Scheme and would be sending off 
the application as soon as the evidence had been compiled in the required format. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Barkley and resolved that the public, including the 
press, be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
discussed. All in favour. 
 
 
 
 
610/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The date of the next meeting is on 24 March 2020.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.26pm. 


