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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr K Pacey – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr D Pepper 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms C Voyce - Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss Sophie Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting was recorded for Council 
use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities (Executive 
arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) regulations 
2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting. The use 
of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s control. 
 
115/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr J Lucas and Cllr M Carnall. 
 
116/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
117/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Cllr K Pacey announced there would be a silence held at Full Council in September in 
memory of former Chairman and Councillor Mr P Henry. This would allow for all 
Councillors, Officers and members of the public to show their respect and gratitude for 
his work and commitment to Syston Town Council. 
 
Syston Allotment Committee had being corresponding with Edward Argar MP, 
regarding the accessibility of allotments during Covid-19 lockdown. The Society had 
forwarded his response to the Town Manager and this was read out to Councillors.  
The Committee were very pleased that he had taken such an interest. Some allotment 
holders were “shielding” at the moment. There were currently 47 people on the waiting 
list for an allotment in Syston, which was a huge increase since March 2020 and Covid-
19 lockdown. 
 
118/20 PROPOSAL OF THE APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 
14 JULY 2020 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to approve the Amenities Committee meeting held on 14 July 2020 
All in favour. 
The Chairman would sign the minutes at a later date. 
  



 MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN VIRTUAL MEETING 
 -  ZOOM ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2020 

  Page  44 
   

 

 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

 
119/20 TREE PANEL NOTES OF MEETING 24 AUGUST 2020 
The Town Manager presented the notes of the Tree Panel Meeting held on 24 
August.  
In addition, it was noted there would be a change to the Tree Policy which would be 
discussed later in the meeting.  
 
This included a list of works and costs for tree work carried out since January 2020. 
Budget remaining was £4,045 
Quotes to be obtained for: 

• Pollarding of trees along Central Park/St Peters Street 

• Height reduction of hedge along Ridgemere Close 

• Northfields/Allotment boundary hedge 

• Revised tree survey 
 
The Deputy Town Manager would now co-ordinate the Tree Panel, due to having 
additional working time available following the cancellation of the 2020 Christmas 
Event.  The Town Manager would be on-hand to advise. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and  
Resolved to approve the notes and actions. 
All in favour 
 
120/20 CHURCHYARD PANEL NOTES OF MEETING 28 AUGUST 2020 
The Deputy Town Manager presented the notes of the Churchyard Panel meeting held 
on 28 August. 
 
 A list of recommended plants for the borders had been prepared, which would cost 
£137.65 + VAT. Subject to approval by Amenities Committee, the plants would be 
collected from the supplier at the beginning of October.  
 
The bench which had been stored would be placed in front of the new border. A 
schedule of work had been sent to the Facilities Manager who would co-ordinate the 
work amongst  grounds staff. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and 
Resolved to approve the notes of the meeting, including expenditure of £137.65 + 
VAT to purchase plants from Miles Nurseries.       
All in favour. 
 
121/20 BUDGET REVIEW FOR 2020/21 
The potential saving across Amenities budgets was £8,600. It was now evident that 
the loss of room-booking revenue may not be as high as £28K as originally thought, 
because groups had started to re-book at the Community Centre. This would allow for 
some adjustment of the Amenities savings. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and 
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Resolved to adjust the budget savings to allow £2,000 expenditure to be spent on 
replacement Plaswood edging at Central Park.  The area to be replaced was rotting 
at ground level and could pose a health and safety risk.  The remaining savings to be 
reviewed by Amenities Committee in October. 
All in favour. 
 
122/20 REVIEW TREE POLICY 
There was one update to the Tree Policy; following the legal case Cavanah v Witley 
Parish Council, a tree survey every three years was no longer sufficient along areas 
of high “footfall” or traffic.  The tree surgeon had recommended 12 to 18 months 
between tree surveys, depending on what weather conditions were in force. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and 
Resolved to approve the Tree Policy with the amendment of 12 to 18 months 
between tree surveys, dependent on weather conditions. 
All in favour. 
 
123/20 ISSUES ON SYSTON PARKS 
Memorial Park 
Numerous complaints from residents had been received about youths accessing the 
container and pavilion roof. Deterrents had been put in place, but access had still been 
gained.  The Facilities Manager had met with residents and police. Quotes were 
awaited for Heras fencing to surround the side entrance to the pavilion and container. 
Police had been attending the area and complaints had reduced recently. 
 
A Councillor had noticed that spectators attending football matches at Memorial Park 
were leaving a lot of litter behind. It was suggested to contact the teams to ask for their 
support in preventing this. 
 
Action: All teams to be contacted to request co-operation in preventing litter 
being left behind by spectators after football matches. 
 
Deville Park 
A section of fence had been removed and had to be replaced at a cost of £90. A lot of 
litter had been left, which had been cleared by staff. The BMX track had been cleared 
of weeds by staff. Dog faeces was being left in bushes rather than being put in the 
bins provided. 
 
124/20 FRIENDS OF CEMETERY – ACTION PLAN FROM MEETING HELD 25 
AUGUST 2020 
The March 2020 meeting had been cancelled due to Covid-19 lockdown.   Since the 
last meeting at the end of 2019, two members had left, but two new people had joined.  
The Panel members carried out a lot of work as volunteers. The budget of £600 
remained unspent.  The main actions agreed were as follows: 

• A request to have the Chapel open on days of Religious festivals and family 
days had been put forward.  The Friends would manage this.   
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• They also requested that the Chapel and toilet be open when the Gardener or 
a member of the Friends Panel was present.    

• Painting the railings around the War Memorial would be included in the grounds 
staff schedule for the winter months.  

• Cllr K Pacey had kindly funded the cost of the paint and brushes.   

• A request to re-house the ride on mower was being addressed.  The 
“remembrance area” in the Chapel where people could light a tea light in 
memory of someone needed rejuvenating – Panel looking at this.   

• The central pathway bordered by heathers also needed weeding and dead 
heather removing.  Panel looking at quotes for removal of heathers and 
replacement with grey shale. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and 
Resolved for a trial period, to open the Chapel on Religious festival days and family 
days. The current provision of hand sanitiser in the Chapel to remain in place. Subject 
to further review. 
All in favour. 
 
125/20 SYSTON & DISTRICT CEMETERY UPDATE 
Councillors noted the update. Since the cemetery had been operating, two issues had 
arisen that Committee were asked to consider:   

• to review the offer of underground ash interments  

• install a cleaners sink and hot water facility at Millstone Lodge 
 
AS the Chairman of Amenities was not present, it was agreed to wait until the 
recommendation came through the Cemetery Panel. 
 
Action: To refer review of underground ash interments and to obtain prices for 
installation of a sink and hot water facility, to be considered by the Cemetery 
Panel. 
 
It was noted that the Town Manager had written to DWH and Queniborough Parish 
Council regarding concerns about the state of the play area next to the Cemetery. An 
update was awaited from Queniborough Parish Council.  Cllr Pepper had reported that 
since the email had been sent, the play area had now been mowed and tidied. A 
number of canes had been thrown over the fence onto the cemetery, it was unclear 
who had done this. The canes had been collected up and kept safe. The Town 
Manager would contact QPC. 
 
126/20 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
It was proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin and  
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
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127/20 PAVILION REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
The deadline for submission of tenders on the national contractor website was 
11 September 2020. The Pavilion Panel would carry out a review of the tenders at a 
meeting on 15 September. There would be the option of a Zoom link to the meeting, 
all Councillors could log in to view the meeting. 
 
The timeline is as follows: 
 
Date     Activity 
 
12 August 2020   Issue of Tender Invitation and TQQ 
4 September 2020   Deadline for clarifications 
Mid-day 11 September 2020 Tender and TQQ Return Date 
15 September 2020 10am  Evaluation of TQQ and Tenders completed 
5 – 9 October 2020   Provider pre contract interviews 
14 October 2020   Contract Award 
TBC     Start on site 
 
 
 
Expenditure 
To date we have spent: 
Architects Fee – tender preparation and specification  £6,000 
Prepare Bill of Quantities     £3,260 
Prepare elemental estimate     £   500 
                     £9,760 
This has been paid from the Capital Account. 
 
 
128/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report. There were no updates. 
 
129/20 NEXT MEETING DATE 
Date of next meeting: 13 October 2020 at 7.30pm held via Zoom 
 
 
The meeting ended at 8.30pm 


