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 COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas – Chairman 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr M Mcloughlin  
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms C Voyce - Town Manager 
Ms U Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
 
 
193/19 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were given by Cllr S Brown and Cllr L Gillard. 
 
194/19 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
195/19 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were none. 
 
196/19 PROPOSAL OF THE APPROVED MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 9 JULY 2019 
 
It was Proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to approve the Amenities Committee meeting held on 9 July 2019. 
All in favour. 
Cllr J Lucas signed the minutes after the meeting. 
 
 
197/19 MINUTES FROM PANEL MEETINGS 
 
Minutes of the Tree Panel were brought forward. 
 
a) MINUTES OF THE TREE PANEL MEETING HELD ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2019 
Cllr J Lucas gave an update 
A resident at Northfields had requested the reduction of a willow tree and five or six 
hawthorn trees to form a level hedge. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved for Tindle Tree Care to carry out the work at a cost of £260. 
All were in favour. 
 

• There was concern about one tree in the Churchyard that had been damaged 
by high winds in the Spring. A tree surgeon had inspected it and provided 
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assurance that no immediate work was required, and some pollarding could be 
done in the Autumn. 

• The epicormic growth on the trees along Barkby Road had now been cut back 
but it was stated that 50% had already re-grown back.  The Town Manager was 
meeting with Highways tomorrow and would raise the issue. 

• A quote to reduce the width of the trees on the Skate Park would be obtained if 
the vision for the CCTV was affected. 

• A meeting has been arranged with Swinton Ariel to discuss the tree survey.   

• Tindle Care would carry out a health & safety check of the trees at the Barkby 
Rd Cemetery. 

• The trees in the corner of Memorial Park were being engulfed by ivy. The 
footpath was obstructed by overgrown shrubs and STC staff will be asked to 
carry out the work. 

 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the Tree Panel minutes and approve the expenditure 
recommended by the Tree Panel. 
 
 
b) MINUTES OF THE CEMETERY PANEL MEETING HELD ON 30 JULY 2019 

Cllr D Pepper presented an update to minutes. 

• Provision was made for various items in planning the Cemetery layout. 

• The amount authorised for payment of the cemetery plan would need to be 
increased as the invoice was marginally higher than the quote. 

• The pedestrian gate had been ordered.   

• Openreach had advised that there were blockages along the broadband cables 
in several places, caused by utility workers,  and they were hoping this would 
be resolved  in September/October. 

• It was agreed that a basic kitchen area would be useful for visitors to the 
cemetery for making hot beverages. 

• Opening times were agreed to be the same as Barkby Road Cemetery. 

• To draw up a job description for a gate keeper. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to authorise the cost of the cemetery plan of £1430 from Cemetery 
Reserves - Code 700. 
All were in favour. 
 
It was agreed that the cemetery now needed to be locked and unlocked, although no 
burials had yet taken place there. 
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c) MINUTES OF THE CEMETERY PANEL MEETING HELD ON 31 JULY 2019 
Cllr D Pepper gave an update and outlined the cemetery plan. 

• Mr Carvill of CDS had drawn the cemetery plans to incorporate the Panel’s 
requirements: 

• The first phase would equate to 2,495 plots. 

• No burials to take place under pylon cables, this was reserved for ash 
interments. Areas had been identified to be used for memorial gardens, rose, 
sensory or both for the scattering of ashes. The new cemetery plans also 
incorporated a rose bush area and memorial gardens for ash scattering and the 
placing of a plaque for ten years. 

• A memorial wall was drawn up at the back of the Millstone Lodge to house 
memorial plaques. 

• The bench donated by Gambles would be placed close to where the burials 
were to start, on the pathway. 

• 200 trees donated by CBC would be placed around the site. 

• Hawthorne hedging would be put around the perimeter to block out the 
electricity plant. 

• Council were asked to consider changing the rules to allow under 12’s in the 
cemetery unaccompanied by an adult. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr D Pepper and 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Cemetery Panel. 
All in favour. 
 
The Panel suggested removing the ruling regarding under 12’s being accompanied by 
an adult when visiting the cemetery. 
 
It was proposed Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved Not to change the cemetery rules. 
All were in favour. 
 
Cllr D Pepper to put the hawthorn bushes in place with the help of the park volunteers 
and to see how many more are required. 
All were in favour. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to ensure the new cemetery sign incorporated ‘Dogs should be kept on a 
lead at all times’. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
 
 
SYSTON AND DISTRICT CEMETERY PROPOSED EXPENDITURE 
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d) CEMETERY PLAN 
 
A draft cemetery plan had been produced.  CDS advised that the children’s area 
should be secluded in a quiet position away from the building and car park (not at the 
front of the cemetery where the Panel had suggested). 
The red path on the plan was not currently in place. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Carnall and 
Resolved to adopt the cemetery plan 
All were in favour. 
 
e) GRASS CUTTING AND MAINTENANCE – Syston & District Cemetery 
 
STC Groundstaff had reported that the ground was not level enough to enable them 
to use the Gang Mower.  The current contractors at Barkby Road Cemetery used STC 
equipment so were not asked to quote. 
 
Two quotations had been received, one from: 
Barnacles whom also carried out the manual grave digging for STC (grave diggers for 
STC; noted that they would have experience in cemetery maintenance); using own 
equipment 
and  
SJN Property & Garden Maintenance (currently working for Queniborough PC to 
maintain the Millstone Lane playground).  To cut, flail and lay the cemetery grass, and 
strim where required.  
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the quotation from SJN Property & Garden Maintenance initially 
on an annual basis at a cost of £460 per month based on one cut per week (likely to 
be over a period of nine months). 
All were in favour. 
Town Manager to arrange for a start date, following a second cut by Glympton 
Construction (still under contract). 

 
f) LOCKING AND UNLOCKING GATES 
It is recommended that a person be employed to take on the responsibility of un-
locking and locking of the vehicle and pedestrian gates.  The work would be seven 
days per week, morning and evening based on 30 minutes per day.  A nearby resident 
had expressed an interest in doing this work. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to discuss this further with the resident based on similar employment terms 
to the Barkby Road arrangement. 
All were in favour 
 

 
g) HEDGE CUTTING ALONG RIDGEMERE CLOSE BOUNDARY 
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Following a request from some residents of Ridgemere Close a quotation had been 
received  for £160 to height reduce the hedge to six feet along Ridgemere Close.  A 
consultation letter was delivered to all affected residents during August.  One objection 
had been received which would make the work unfeasible. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved for the resident to be contacted to see what height reduction would be 
acceptable to them. 
All were in favour. 

 
h) COLUMBARIUM 
Columbarium were an alternative way of interring human ashes and could be leased 
by families for 10 or 20 years.  Ash storage could hold up to four ash interments in 
each drawer with a plaque on the front and a rose bowl at the base.   

 
i) ASH INTERMENT OPTIONS 
Different ash interment vaults were also considered.  It was agreed that clients should 
have a choice of styles; some Councillors would visit Gilrose and Loughborough 
Cemeteries to assist with their decision-making. 
Action: to contact Undertakers to see what options were the most popular, to 
put on the next agenda and to obtain a quotation for a Memorial Wall. 

 
j) KITCHEN AT MILLSTONE LODGE 
Quotations had been sought for a fitted, as well as stand-alone kitchen units at 
Millstone Lodge.  This would be for use by mourners waiting to attend a burial or 
afterwards to enable them to make a hot drink, which might be comforting in times of 
distress.   It was noted that plumbing would also be needed in the room. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to wait and see if there was a demand for such a facility. 
4 votes for  
1 abstention 
The motion was carried 
 
Cllr D Pepper left the meeting at 9.05pm. 
 
k) BENCHES 
Two benches had been donated for the new cemetery and it was agreed by the Panel 
that the Council should purchase a granite nursery bench for the children’s area. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved for the Council to purchase a granite nursery bench for the children’s area 
at the new cemetery. 
4 votes in favour 
1 abstention. 
The motion was carried. 
Action: to obtain three or four designs and bring back to the next meeting. 
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l) ROTARY CLUB DONATION 
The Rotary Club were initially interested in donating a bench but had changed their 
mind and have asked if STC would be interested in the Rotary Club putting in an 
application to the Woodland Trust for more trees. 
CBC had already donated 200 trees and these are being watered until they could be 
planted. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to accept the Rotary Club’s application to the Woodland Trust for 30 mixed 
saplings which would cover the area of one tennis court. 
All were in favour. 
 

 
m) OUTREACH BROADBAND INSTALLATION DELAY 
A verbal report was given 
Outreach were trying to remove a blockage close to Melton Road.  The Town Manager 
was  having weekly communications with Outreach. 

 
n) LAND TRANSFER UPDATE 
A verbal report was given. 
Rich & Carr Solicitors were ready to agree a date for the Land Transfer.   

 
o) ACTIONS FOLLOWING MEETING AT MILLSTONE LANE PLAYGROUND – 14 

AUGUST 2019 
This was a short meeting held with the Town Manager, Cllr Pepper, the Queniborough 
PC Clerk as well as members of Quenibrough PC to agree the areas of open space 
falling under STC responsibility.  The contractor currently maintaining the playground 
had quoted for the grass cutting at the new cemetery.  They were also interested in 
cutting the grass in the four areas of public open space; a quote was being provided. 
 
 
198/19 QUOTATIONS AND REASONS FOR SKIP HIRE – BARKBY ROAD 
CEMETERY 
 
A group of residents had complained about the height of the compost heap at Barkby 
Road Cemetery as well as the height of the mound from the residual soil after grave 
digging.  The compost heat and soil mound were also now in contact with the boundary 
fence of the houses on Quenby Crescent.   The height of the mound and compost heat 
was causing a security risk and privacy breach to the residents of Quenby Crescent. 
Quotes for skip hire to be collected and emptied up to five times were considered.   
STC staff would be able to fill the skip. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to hire a skip using one of the first two quotations for a cost of up to £840.  
STC staff to load the skip. 
All were in favour. 
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199/19 QUOTATION AND REASONS FOR SHRUBS REMOVAL AND RE-TURF AT 
WINFILED PARK 
Several hostile complaints had been received from a resident of Holly Bush Close, 
Syston whose house boundary bordered Winfield Park.  
He had complained that there were wild overgrown shrubs by his property wall which 
he was claiming were causing damage to this wall.  
A quotation from Garden Master to clear the area of shrubs, roots and the re-turfing 
was £1400. 
 
The Committee decided against the Contractor quotation and preferred to wait until 
the STC Ground Staff were able do it.  
Two Councillors would go and look at the area in question. 
Action: to be placed on the next Amenities agenda. 
 
200/19 ST PETERS STREET FENCE 
A small piece of STC owned land between a house on St Peters Street and the 
Bowling Green on Central Park was currently fenced off in favour of the homeowner.  
The home owner had suggested purchasing the land from STC but the land was part 
of the designated Village Green and it would be both complex and expensive to take 
this option forward. 
A quotation had been received to remove the current mesh fence and replace it with 
a more robust and aesthetically pleasing fence, much closer to the house.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved to remove the non-permeable membrane on the land to allow soak-away 
(discussed at a previous Amenities meeting).  Instruct the resident to ensure that the 
drainpipe on her property connected to the drains (discussed at a previous Amenities 
meeting).  Leave the fence in situ. 
All were in favour. 
 
201/19 MEMORIAL MANAGEMENT POLICY 
Following training on Memorial testing a new policy had been developed to maintain 
the safety of Memorials in Syston graveyards (that STC were responsible for).  The 
ICCM recommended the testing of memorials every five years but Officers recommend 
intervals of eighteen months. (bearing in mind a similar tree related accident Witley 
PC v Lavernham)  
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved to accept the Memorial Management Policy and to set the testing interval 
at every  eighteen months. 
All were in favour. 
 
202/19 UPDATED MEMORIAL APPLICATION FORM 
An updated Memorial Application form had been produced for the use in Syston 
Cemeteries.  The form was more detailed and requested the Memorial Mason 
AMM/BRAMM Registration Number which was a legal requirement. 
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It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the updated Memorial Application form. 
All were in favour. 
 
203/19 REQUEST TO PLANT A MEMORIAL TREE – BARKBY ROAD CEMETERY 
A resident whose father passed away this year has requested planting an ornamental 
memorial tree (liquidambar Styraciflaur) close to her father’s grave. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the request of planting a memorial tree at Barkby Road Cemetery. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
204/19 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Committee considered the monthly financial report to 5 September 2019  
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and    
Resolved to agree the report. 
All were in favour. 
Code 207 was queried as it was over budget but noted that this would be discussed 
at the Resources meeting. 
 
205/19 PLAN OF SIX AREAS OF THE CHURCHYARD 
The Committee noted the plan which explained where the six areas of the Churchyard 
were. 
 
206/19 FRIENDS OF CEMETERY ACTION PLAN 
The Friends of the Cemetery were working very hard and making a big improvement 
at the Barkby Road Cemetery.  An action plan had been drawn up and Amenities 
Committee would be kept updated.   The next meeting was on 9 October. 
 
207/19 EAST MIDLANDS IN BLOOM 2019 
A reminder that the official presentation for the East Midlands in Bloom competition 
was being held on 18 September in Chesterfield.  STC were holding their own 
celebration evening on Friday 27 September from 6pm at Syston Bowling Club 
Clubhouse.  All Councillors were  invited to see presentations being made for the Front 
Garden Competition, the winners of the school and pub garden competition to be 
announced, for volunteers to be thanked, and the portfolio presentation to be shown; 
as well as the celebrations for Syston’s entry. 
 
208/19 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report. An update was given. 
Kirklands FC had advised that new goal posts were not now required. 
It had been difficult to get anyone to quote for removing the gym equipment on Central 
Park.  Council asked for Officers to look into purchasing the tool required and to ask 
the Premises Officer to carry out the work. 
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209/19 NEXT MEETING DATE 
Date of next meeting: 8 October 2019. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 


