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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas (Chairman) 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr P Henry 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
 
 
165/18 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Pacey (medical). 
 
166/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
167/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to suspend Standing Orders to consider and vote on the urgent request 
from Chipperfield Circus. 
 
Chipperfield Circus had been double booked and in urgent need of a park from 23 to 
30 November 2018.  
Although the event was short notice it would be widely publicised on social media and 
radio. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Carnall and 
Resolved to allow Chipperfield to hold their Circus on Central Park from 23 to 30 
September 2018. 
All were in favour. 
It was asked that the Circus be informed about the tight access onto Central Park from 
St Peters Street for large vehicles.  
ACTION: US 
  
 
 
168/18 SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 July2018 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 10 July 2018, as agreed at 
Full Council were signed by Cllr J Lucas (after the meeting). 
 
 
169/18 NOTES OF: 
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a) CHURCHYARD PANEL MEETING 3 September 2018 

  
The notes were sent out and a summary was provided by the Chairman of the Panel. 
 

• The wording of ‘Dog signs’ were to be revised at the next Panel meeting as 
the Churchyard was private land. 

• The wording on the Brass Plaque to be confirmed.  £60 for a new plaque from 
Digital Deadline. 

• The quotation for rehanging and refurbishing the iron gates was accepted 
from Gary Veasey at £650. 

• STC Groundstaff had been asked to collect litter once a week from the 
Churchyard. 

• STC Groundstaff had been asked to take on a winter project at the 
Churchyard and this would be reported back to the next meeting. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr P Knight and 
Resolved to accept the notes of the Churchyard Panel with the following 
expenditure proposals. 
 
Digital Deadline £60 
Gary Veasey  £650 
 
 

b) CHRISTMAS EVENT PANEL MEETING 11 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 
A verbal report was given. 

• Meeting with Highways and Traffix was successful and the road closure would 
go ahead 

• There was an Event Management Plan in place for the Event 

• Provision for extra car parking spaces was being investigated 

• To arrange for the Public Toilets to be opened 

• New leaflet, posters and banners would be required this year.  Change of 
marketing the new venue 

• Hire of walkie talkies from Consam in Thurmaston at a cost of £100 for ten 

• A generator had been sought to inflate the Santa’s Grotto 

• An entertainment programme had been established for the stage area and the 
second area outside Pound Stretcher 

• The Panel had agreed to meet three more times before the event to sort out 
any potential problems 

• It had been brought to the Council’s attention that the structural testing of the 
lamp posts and anchor points would have to be paid for by the Town Council 
next year.  STC’s posts were tested and sound until next year.  This would need 
addressing when the Precept was being set for 2018/19. 

• If the event was a success on Melton Road the whole Christmas event could 
be transferred to the Development Committee in the future, under its remit of 
“street scene”. 
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Proposed Expenditure: 
Walkie Talkies 10 for £100 from Consam Ltd 
Skip Hire £130 from Shire Mini Skip 
Generator Hire £125 from HSS 
Banners to be purchased at approximately £230. 
All were within budget. 
 
 
170/18  NEW CEMETERY CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS 
 
Three companies were shortlisted and interviews were held on 10 September.  Two 
contractors quoted on a paper exercise and one carried out a site visit. 
Contractor one had been eliminated due to insufficient information provided at 
interview. 
 
Contractors two and three had minor adjustments to make to their price and would 
provide the revised quotation by Friday 14 September. 
The Panel would meet again on Tuesday 18 September at 9.00am to make a decision 
for recommendation to Resources Committee, complete with costings. 
 
The cost of the project was likely to be circa £300K. 
 
Detailed minutes of the interviews were currently awaiting approval by Cemetery 
Development Services.  The start date would be October/November and the project 
was expected to take between 12 and 20 weeks to complete. 
 
171/18 FEEDBACK FROM CONSULTATION OF FENCE AT NEW CEMETERY 
 
A consultation had been carried out regarding the proposal of installing a six foot high 
closed board fence separating the cemetery and the houses on Millstone Lane estate.  
15 house owners were consulted and 11 objected to the style of fencing proposed. 
(four non response) 
Cllr K Pacey said that the close board fencing was originally decided on to give security 
to the site and to respect the burial process from being overlooked. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Knight and 
Resolved not to erect the close board fencing as originally agreed and to look at 
alternatives. 
One abstention 
The motion was carried. 
It was suggested to write to the residents involved and inform them of the Council’s 
decision as a result of the consultation 
ACTION: CV 
 
To be discussed at the next Cemetery Panel meeting. 
 
 
172/18 ONE OFF PARKING FOR COUNTY MATCH – SYSTON BOWLS 
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On Tuesday 30 July 2019, Syston Bowls Club would like to host a Leicestershire 
County Bowls match.  The club were requesting Council permission for the use of the 
allocated car parking spaces on the tarmac area of Central park from 11.00am – 
6.00pm that day. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to allow Syston Bowls Club to use the allocated parking as long as there 
were no more cars than parking spaces. 
There was one abstention. 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
173/18 QUOTATION FOR CCTV CENTRAL PARK 
 
Good coverage could be achieved with CCTV in Archdale Park but there an electricity 
connection point would need to be installed, therefore making it cost prohibitive.  It 
would be more viable to look at Central Park. 
 
Three cameras were recommended for Central Park, two moving cameras and one 
fixed camera, one fixed camera facing the war memorial, one moving camera 
overlooking the Peace Garden. One moving camera spanning the green space of the 
park. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to accept the quotation from ADT at £10,567 plus Civil works from R M 
Groundworks for £1,104 totalling £11,671.  £2,000 to be taken from Cost Code 227 
and the balance of £9,671 to be added to the Capital Account 
All were in favour. 
The Town Manager reminded the Committee of the ongoing additional Revenue 
costs of monitoring and maintenance of these extra cameras.  This would need 
to be considered when setting the Precept for 2018/19. 
 
 
174/18 QUOTATIONS FOR ROYAL STANDARD FLAG IN CENTRAL PARK 
 
The Royal British Legion had requested a Royal Standard or Union Jack Flag for 
Central Park to mark the Centenary of the end of World War I.   RBL would purchase 
the flag and STC had been asked to purchase the flag pole. 
 
Council agreed to obtain quotations for a flag pole to be located in front of the flower 
bed of Central park near the War Memorial.  It would be a hinge- based pole and also 
maintenance free. 
It was noted that Planning Permission may be required. 
ACTION: CV to investigate 
 
It was proposed by P Knight and 
Resolved to purchase a flag pole from Concorde at a cost of £640 subject to planning 
permission.   
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There was £281 remaining in Cost Code 229 (WWI Tributes) which would be used 
towards this purchase, leaving a remining balance of £359 to come from General 
Reserves Code 411. 
All were in favour. 
 
175/18 PARK HIRE RULES – SUGGESTED AMENDMENT 
 
Following Syston Carnival a complaint had been received concerning a stall selling 
‘Party Crazy String’.  The string remained long after it had been sprayed and was 
thought to be toxic and not biodegradable. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to amend the Park Hire Rules to say ‘prohibit the sale or use of ‘Party Crazy 
String and foam on our grounds. 
 
Cllr P Knight put forward an amendment to the proposal but subsequently 
withdrew it. 
 
The original proposal was amended by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved  that the amendment to the Park Hire Rules should say ‘Party Crazy String, 
foam or similar products should not be sold’. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
176/18 ALLOTMENTS: FENCING, SECURITY, VANDALSIM, LIGHTING 
 
Syston Allotments had suffered vandalism in August as there was a history of 
vandalism and breakins at the allotment site, the Chairman asked the Council to 
consider some preventative measures. 
It was agreed that it was a large area to Police and expensive to install CCTV. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved for the Town Manager to set a view from the allotment committee at a 
meeting on 17 September. Cllr P Henry offered to attend the meeting. 
All were in favour. 
 
Cllr P Knight left the meeting at 8.50pm. 
  
 
177/18 SYSTON CARNIVAL 
 
Following informal requests for council involvement in organising the Syston Carnival, 
Cllr H Screaton advised that the Carnival Committee had not yet had their de-brief but 
they did require assistance, as himself and Mr and Mrs Hendry were wishing to retire 
from the Committee shortly. 
It was reported that the Editor of Syston Town News had been approached at the end 
of the Carnival by several individuals who were keen to form a new committee. 
The Town Manager asked whether the Council were required to have a lead or 
supporting role with the Carnival in the future. 
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It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved for the Carnival Committee to report back to council following their de-brief 
and advise what role they wanted the Council to play. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
178/18 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Committee considered the monthly financial report to 6 September 2018. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to agree the report. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
179/18 REPORT ON POTENTIAL FOOD FESTIVAL 
 
A verbal report was given regarding interest expressed by an independent food 
company from Ashby called ‘Food Gusto’ to hold a food festival on central park in the 
summer of 2019. 
Further reports would follow, 
 
 
180/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report.  
The next Tree Panel meeting was on 21 September it was noted that the churchyard 
panel had asked for a tree at St Peter & St Paul’s Churchyard to be considered for 
maintenance. 
 
The Football FA had held meetings with the Town Manager regarding a match funding 
arrangement to refurbish the pavilion on memorial park. An architect had been 
recommended. They had also looked at the pitches with a view to suggesting a funded 
improvement plan.  
 
181/18 NEXT MEETING DATE 
The date of the next meeting is 09 October 2018 
 
The meeting finished at 9.10pm. 


