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                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas – Chairman 
Cllr S Brown 
Cllr L Gillard 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr M McLoughlin 
Cllr D Pepper 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ms C Voyce - Town Manager 
Mrs K Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
Miss Sophie Brown – Assistant to the Town Manager 
 
The Chairman informed attendees that this meeting was recorded for Council 
use only, to assist with the minute taking.  Under the local authorities (Executive 
arrangements) (Meetings and access to information (England) regulations 
2012), other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting. The use 
of any images or sound recording was not under the Council’s control. 
 
186/20 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Carnall, Cllr H Screaton. 
 
187/20 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
188/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcement or communications. 
 
189/20 PROPOSAL OF THE APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 
8 SEPTEMBER 2020 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey  
Resolved to approve the Amenities Committee meeting held on 8 September 2020 
All in favour. 
The Chairman would sign the minutes at a later date. 
 
190/20 CEMETERY PANEL MINUTES OF MEETING 21 SEPTEMBER 2020 
The Town Manager presented the minutes of the Cemetery Panel Meeting held on 
21 September 2020.  
Proposed by Cllr D Pepper 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Cemetery Panel meeting of 21 September 
2020. 
All in favour. 
 
The following points raised at that meeting were discussed in more detail: 
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(i) Quotation for sink & hot water – Millstone Lodge 
It has been proposed by Cllr M McLoughlin to obtain quotes for a stainless-
steel double sink unit and water boiler for Amenities Committee approval. 
Two quotes had been received: 

• AT Services £2,256.00 + VAT 

• Sinclair Projects £1,795.44 + VAT 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to accept the quote from Sinclair Projects £1,795.44 + VAT. 
All in favour. 
 

(ii) Introduction of ash interments underground 
It had been agreed to make a recommendation to Amenities Committee to 
introduce underground ash interments at Syston & District Cemetery, at the 
same price as Barkby Road Cemetery. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas  
Resolved to agree in principle to ash interments underground at Syston & 
District  
Cemetery; to discuss at the next panel meeting to develop finite details. 
All in favour. 
 

(iii) Reinvesting remaining budget for phase two 
Circa £43,000 remained in the budget, which would reduce after the sink 
and hot water boiler purchase. Panel recommended retaining £5K in 
existing budget code and transfer of £35K to start saving for phase two of 
the cemetery construction. 
Action: To be considered by Resources Committee at next meeting. 
 

(iv) Additional provision of ash interments at Barkby Road Cemetery 
The Friends of Barkby Road Cemetery had suggested removal of the 
heathers which lined the pathway, these had become woody and damaged. 
A groundsman had suggested the area could be used for ash interments; it 
had been agreed to take this to Amenities Committee for discussion. 
It was agreed to discuss this under ‘item 10’ of the agenda. 

 
191/20 TREE PANEL NOTES OF MEETING 24 SEPTEMBER 2020 
Councillors received the notes of the Tree Panel meeting held on 24 September 2020.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas  
Resolved to approve the Tree Panel minutes of 24 September 2020. 
All in favour. 
 
The following points were considered further: 
 

(i) Quote for re-pollarding trees along St Peter’s Street 
A quote had been received from Tindle Tree Care Ltd for £440 + VAT. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to accept this quote. 
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All in favour. 
 

(ii) Quote reducing height of hedge bordering Ridgemere 
Two quotes had been received, £580 + VAT from Tindle Tree Care; £200 
from a local farmer in contact with Cllr D Pepper. It transpired that the work 
had already been carried out after being sanctioned by Cllr Pepper. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to retrospectively approve the quote for £200 from the farmer. 
1 abstention. 
The proposal was carried. 
 
Cllr D Pepper advised Councillors that the farmer had been to site at the 
weekend and carried out the work, the debris would need to be chipped by 
ground staff. 
 

(iii) Quotations for tree survey 
Two quotes had been obtained: 
Tindle Tree Care £1,740 + VAT (did not include tree tags) 
Swinton Aerial £2,665 + VAT 
Proposed by J Lucas 
Resolved to accept the tree survey quote from Tindle Tree Care for £1,740 
+ VAT, plus an additional £100 for tree tags. 
All in favour. 

 
An update was given: 
 

• Two trees on Central Park were affected by fungus and had been inspected by 
a tree surgeon. They would need to be felled for safety reasons, a quote was 
awaited. The cost was likely to be in the region of £3K (there would be a saving 
of £2K against the plaswood edging at Central Park which may possibly be 
vired over for this purpose). A section of Central Park would need to be closed 
off while the work was carried out. 
Proposed by Cllr K Pacey 
Resolved to approve felling of the diseased trees; two quotes to be obtained, 
which could be approved at the next Resources Committee or Full Council 
meeting. 
All in favour. 

 

• The work at 17 Northfields had been postponed until November, the resident 
had recently re-seeded their lawn, so had asked the tree surgeon to delay the 
work by up to four weeks. Councillors asked that in future, tree surgeons should 
consult with the Town Manager before agreeing to delay any scheduled work. 

 
192/20 CHURCHYARD PANEL NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2 OCTOBER 
2020 
Councillors noted the report. There were no cost requirements. 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas  
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Resolved to approve the notes of the Churchyard panel meeting 2 October 2020. 
All in favour. 
 
193/20 FOOTBALL MEETING HELD ON 28 SEPTEMBER 2020 
The following points were agreed at the first football meeting following the start-up of 
the football season and matches played at Memorial Park; representatives from all 
teams attended the meeting: 
 

• Syston Brookside 10.30am kick-off time agreed. Earliest arrival 10am for warm 
up 

• All team players to arrive in kit and ready to play 

• 3-4 people to attend 45 mins before kick-off to set up goal posts 

• Pavilion only to be used for toilet facilities – no changing rooms would be 
available; the stewards manning the pavilion should not be subjected to 
complaints 

• Syston Brookside would train a new Covid-19 Officer to attend matches on 
Sundays as this was a requirement 

• Syston Brookside Secretary to brief team managers prior to matches regarding 
arrival times 

• Social distancing and sensible parking to be followed 

• Reasonable behaviour between all people present to allow all teams to play 
safely 

• QR codes to be used, to record which players are on which pitches. A board 
with a QR code for each pitch would be on site, alternatively a sign in system 
was also in operation for those without smart phones 

• Junior players would be accompanied by only one parent/carer per child. 
 

 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to approve the notes of the football meeting held on 28 September 2020. 
All in favour. 
 
A Councillor had noticed the litter problem had improved. 
 
194/20 DRAFT BUDGET REVIEW FOR 2021/22 
From 1 April 2021 a new cost centre for the Pavilion would be set up. Councillors 
considered the draft budgets and the possible implications of Covid-19. Regarding 
code 802 - hospitality; the associated costs of selling refreshments would be discussed 
in greater detail at the next Amenities Committee meeting. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to accept the draft budget, to be reviewed again at the November Amenities 
Committee meeting. 
All in favour. 
 
195/20 MACHINERY MAINTENANCE 
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D & PD Uptons had quoted £2,955 for machinery maintenance this year. This included 
£320 for servicing the bonsor truck which was currently not being used. It was 
suggested the bonsor truck could be used at Syston & District Cemetery to transfer 
soil. The benches previously stored in the garage at the District Cemetery had been 
installed, leaving room for the bonsor truck to be transferred from Barkby Road 
Cemetery. 
 
Action: A second quote to be obtained. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved that if the bonsor truck could be moved to the garage at Syston & District 
Cemetery for soil moving, it should be included in machinery servicing this year.  
Action: Town Manager was asked to enquire with the grounds staff why they did 
not dig out graves at the Syston & District Cemetery, leaving it to an external 
grave digger to be hired 
All in favour. 
 
196/20 RETROSPECTIVE EMERGENCY SPEND – HERAS FENCING 
Following concerns from residents, the Facilities Manager attended a meeting at the 
Pavilion with Police and residents to discuss issues regarding youths climbing onto 
the container and accessing the roof (despite anti-climb paint being applied). It was 
decided Heras fencing would be obtained and Police would monitor and attend the 
area at problem times. 
 
Town Manager had arranged for the cemetery construction contractors, Glymptons 
to supply the Herras fencing and a pedestrian gate. The cost for Heras fence panels 
and a pedestrian gate including clips and feet was £568.75 + VAT, from Glymptons; 
hire was for as long as was required. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to retrospectively approve the emergency spend of £568.75 + VAT to 
Glymptons, for hire for as long as required of Heras fencing with pedestrian gate, 
clips and feet.  
All in favour. 
 
197/20 NEW HEATERS AT BARKBY ROAD CEMETERY QUOTATIONS 
Two gas heaters at Barkby Road Cemetery had recently been serviced. The cost of 
replacing these heaters, to supply and fit like for like, would be around £2,500 each. 
The Facilities Manager considered the heaters would need replacing at some point 
over the next two to four years and recommended accounting for this in Capital Plan. 
One appeared newer so both would not need replacing at the same time and the cost 
could be spread over a couple of years. 
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to include expenditure for two new heaters at Barkby Road Cemetery at 
£5K in the Capital Plan. 
All in favour. 
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198/20 FRIENDS OF BARKBY ROAD CEMETERY – QUOTATIONS 
Friends of Cemetery had requested the removal of the heathers along the central 
boundary of the cemetery and the possibility of using the area for ash interments and 
suggested filling in of the space left from the heather with grey shale stones. The Town 
Manager confirmed that STC staff and/or contractor would carry out the work at no 
extra cost. 
 
The cost for 10 tonnes of grey shale from Wanlip Gravel was £570. 
They have also requested to open the Chapel on Remembrance Sunday and to place 
a wreath at the altar.   
 
Proposed by Cllr J Lucas 
Resolved to fill in the area where heather was removed at Barkby Road Cemetery, to 
purchase 10 x tonnes of grey shale from Wanlip Gravel at £570.00 + VAT. To purchase 
a poppy wreath for the Chapel at £17. 
The area would not be used for ash interments. 
All in favour. 
 
199/20 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to accept the report. 
All in favour. 
 
200/20 PAVILION REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
The original deadline for receipt of tenders brought in only one application which was 
not sufficient to satisfy either the Council financial regulations or the funding 
organisation, the Football Association (FA).  Therefore, the invitation to tender 
documentation date was extended.   There had been much more interest this time and 
more than sufficient number of applications were expected.  The timeline had been 
updated as follows: 
 
Date     Activity 
17 September 2020   Issue of Tender Invitation and TQQ 
8 October 2020   Deadline for clarifications 
Midday 30 October 2020  Tender and TQQ return date. 
W/C 2 November 2020  Evaluation of TQQ and tenders completed. 
16 – 20 November 2020  Provider pre contract interviews 
W/C 23 November 2020  Contract Award 
January 2021   Start on site 
 
Expenditure 
To date we have spent: 
Architects Fee – tender preparation and specification   £6,000 
Prepare bill of quantities       £3.260 
Prepare elemental estimate      £500  
         £9,760 
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This was paid from the Capital Account.  
 
The architects estimated the build costs at £300K 
Other professional fees estimated at £50K 
 
£40,479 S106 monies had been secured by the Town Manager.  
 
FA were confident that they could provide at least 50% of the build costs therefore 
£150K 
 
Leaving circa £109,500 to fund, minus paid costs - approximately £100K to fund. 
 
A Panel selected at Full Council to look specifically at the tender applications was: 
 
Cllrs, Lucas, Barkley, Hampson, Pacey, (Pepper reserve), as well as Caroline Smith 
of the FA and Nick Cooper Associates and his team.  The meeting was scheduled 
for 15 September at the Community Centre (and Zoom if required).   
 
The Town Manager had been working with Caroline Smith, the FA representative 
and Sam Chambers to complete the funding bid to the FA in order to reduce time 
once the tenders were in. 
 
201/20 REPORT ON PLASWOOD EDGING 
£2K was allowed in this year’s budget for plaswood edging along the back of the wild- 
flower area in Central Park. One of Estates Team had suggested using wooden 
sleepers from Barkby Road Cemetery, putting them in the ground on their end.  The 
wildflower bed would be in front. This would be a saving to the Council of £2K. 
 
Councillors were in favour.  
 
202/20 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report. An update was given: 

• 123/20 Contact football teams about litter – complete, but feedback was 
awaited from staff – Cllr had noted less litter at the previous weekend 

• 125/20 A response from QPC Clerk was awaited 

• 127/20 Review of Pavilion tenders – deadline moved to 30 October 
 
203/20 NEXT MEETING DATE 
Date of next meeting: 10 November 2020 at 7.30pm held via Zoom 
 
 
The meeting ended at 9 pm 


