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                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas (Chairman) 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr P Henry 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr H Screaton 
Cllr D Pepper 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Four members of the public 
 
302/18 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Pacey and Cllr K Pacey  
 
303/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
304/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no announcements or communications. 
 
305/18 WATER BILL DISPUTE – ALLOTMENTS 
This item expedited to accommodate four members of Syston Allotment Society. 
A member from the Allotment Society was invited to speak. 
Previous disputes regarding water bills at the allotments had instigated the installation 
of two   water troughs, (by the Syston Allotment Society) maintained using the original 
pipework.  Allotment members had monitored the water usage for the last three years 
for their own use.  A meter reading was first taken in 2015 and they had calculated the 
usage between 2015 and 2018 to be 900 cubic metres which at today’s price per cubic 
metre would equate to a cost of  £1,368.  They had calculated that the average bill 
was circa £350 which would mean that a bill of £5,900 would equal approximately 12 
years of water usage. 
 
Syston Allotment Society had carried out a series of checks and confirmed that there 
were not any leaks.   The water was switched off for six months of the year from the 
end of October until Spring.  In future, they had offered to take the meter readings on 
a regular basis, photograph the reading and record it in their minutes.  The TM 
confirmed that an on-line account would be set up and the meter readings would be 
input from now on. 
 
The TM was negotiating the invoice with Water Plus and they were asking for various 
checks to be made.   The invoice had been put on hold until 11 December pending 
further investigations. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 



 MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON 13 NOVEMBER 2018 

Page 2 of 6 

 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

Resolved to formally dispute the water bill for the allotments of 5,921 and ask them 
for a breakdown of the figures, and to prove when the last meter reading was taken. 
 All were in favour. 
 
The TM was asked to gather as much supporting information on this as possible. 
 
306/18 ALLOTMENT FEES REVIEW 
This item was moved up the agenda to accommodate members of the Syston 
Allotment Society.  A comparison of prices with other similar sized parish and town 
councils had been provided. 
The TM had discussed this with the Chairman of the Allotments who had advised that 
the Allotment Committee had acknowledged that STC prices were much lower than 
those of other councils and considered the various options for an increase in prices.  
He had advised that Allotments had agreed that an increase in rates was not 
unreasonable. 
 
The option agreed by the Allotment Committee to the TM was for annual rental 
increases as follows: 
Full Plot £24.20 to £30 
Half Plot £12.10 to £15 
Concessions at 50% of the full price. 
 
Allotment Law required 12 months’ notice of any rental increase and therefore the 
increase would not begin until January 2020. 
It was noted that room hire charges had been increased by 17% in 2016, when 
allotment rentals were left, and law dictated that allotment rental increases not be 
made in isolation of other amenities.   
 
TM also provided a Satisfaction Survey from another Council which may be useful to 
carry out at Syston Allotments. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to increase rentals from January 2020 to £30 for a full plot, £15 for a half 
plot, but retain concessions at 50% of the cost. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
307/18 SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 9 October 2018, as agreed 
at Full Council were signed by Cllr J Lucas (after the meeting). 
 
 
308/18 MINUTES OF: 
a) BOWLING CLUB MEETING 8 OCTOBER 2018 
A verbal report was given at the last meeting.   Council considered a minute noting 
that   financial assistance was being sought from STC for the urgent maintenance of 
the high bank side of the Green which would cost the club circa £20K. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
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Resolved to approve the minutes and take the financial assistance request to the 
next Resources Meeting. 
All were in favour. 
 
b) CEMETERY PANEL MEETING 26 OCTOBER 2018 
Cllr D Pepper presented the minutes of the meeting to Committee. 
 
The contract for the construction of the new Cemetery had been signed and the first 
stage of construction would start week commencing 19 November 2018. 
Burial prices had not been increased since 2011 and a comparison of prices by similar 
sized town and parish councils was considered.   It was noted that Syston’s prices 
were significantly lower than other councils. 
It was recommended to increase the burial and associated costs by 33% with 
immediate effect (until 1 April 2019) and this would be reflected in the draft budget. 
The number of enquiries to the office for genealogy and cemetery research had 
significantly increased, therefore it was recommended that an admin charge of £25 
per hour up front to be charged and on-going for each hour’s work. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the minutes and recommendations of the Cemetery meeting. 
All were in favour. 
 
309/18 BURIAL FEES REVIEW 
A report was tabled.  
 
This report showed the proposed burial fees from 1 April 2019. 
33% increase on burial and all other cemetery-related fees recommended with 
immediate effect. 
Genealogy would be charged at £25 per hour and to be paid before any searches take 
place, and on-going for each hour’s work. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to increase burial and related costs by 33% with immediate effect and 
accept the tabled fees from 1 April 2019. 
Resolved to continue to charge those outside of Syston residency four times the local 
rate and this would also apply at Syston & District Cemetery; although Syston & District 
Cemetery would charge residents from Queniborough and East Goscote three times 
the local rate. 
All were in favour. 
 
310/18 ADMIN FEE – HISTORIC SEARCHES ON CEMETERY RECORDS 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to accept the administrative charges of £25 per hour when carrying out 
searches of cemetery records, to be paid in advance of each hours’ work. 
All were in favour. 
 
TM had identified that Shepshed Council had an online search tool for cemetery 
records on their website and she would look into the costs involved to make this 
available on STC  website. 
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311/18 LARGE EVENTS ON CENTRAL PARK PRICE REVIEW 
Councillors considered reducing the park rental costs for the set-up and break-down 
period for large event organisers hiring Central Park. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved not to reduce the fees for the set-up or break-down time of hiring Central 
Park. 
All were in favour. 
 
312/18 CCTV MAINTENANCE CONTRACT CENTRAL PARK 
Three CCTV cameras would be installed at Central Park during November.  
Maintenance provided via CBC was quoted at £559 for standard cover; ADT had 
quoted for  fully-comprehensive cover for £570 per annum. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr H Screaton and 
Resolved to accept the quotation of fully-comprehensive cover from ADT of £570 per 
annum for the maintenance of new three CCTV cameras at Central Park. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
313/18 DRAFT BUDGET 2019/2020 
 
Parks Draft Budget 
£5,900 had been added to Cost Code 215 as a precautionary measure for the Allotments 
water bill. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the Draft Budget for the Parks and to include £5,900 - Code 215. 
All were in favour. 
 
Cemetery Draft Budget 
It was recommended that Cost Code 301 – Light & Heat be increased by £1K for the 
additional costs of running two cemeteries. 
Due to burial charges being increased it was agreed to increase burial income Cost 
Code 390 to £18K. 
To add the cost of CCTV monitoring and maintenance of the new CCTV camera at the 
new cemetery of £300 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to accept the suggested increases to the Draft Cemetery Budget. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
314/18 FUTURE CAPITAL EXPENDITURE REQUESTS 
Councillors were asked to consider any large projects for the parks to be added to the 
Capital Plan.  This to also be placed on the next Agenda. 
 
 
315/18 VILLAGE GREEN STATUS – CENTRAL PARK 
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At the previous meeting, it was proposed to consider the feasibility of removing village 
green status from Central Park due to the restrictions on use the village green law 
provided, and the  inflexibility of use, which if taken literally, was not always for the 
benefit of the community.  The main advantage of village green status was the 
protection of the green against development for building or parking.  However, it was 
noted that Field in Trust status provided the same protection.  Green Flag status could 
also be applied for. 
The fee for de-registering the park was £4,900 as well as a similar sized piece of land 
in the town being provided as a replacement village green(s).  Following a lengthy 
discussion, no agreement was made on this ACTION: TM to provide the 
measurements of all the other parks in Syston. 
Action:  this item to be put on the agenda for January 2019. 
 
316/18 MUSIC FESTIVAL – PROPOSAL FOR CENTRAL PARK 
It was agreed that naming the event a “Music Concert” rather than a “Music Festival” 
would make it clear that camping was not allowed at the event.  Entrance would be by 
ticket only to ensure attendance control and the event would be held in a Marquee. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved to allow a Music Concert in a Marquee on Central Park on Sunday 26 May 
2019, entrance by ticket only. 
There was one abstention. 
The motion was carried. 
SaDVC to advice on the expected attendance. 
 
317/18 QUOTATION FOR FOUR SELF-WATERING PLANTERS 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to accept the quotation of £2,350 for four self-watering planters and to add 
this expenditure to the Capital Plan. 
4 votes for  
2 abstentions 
The motion was carried. 
 
318/18 MACHINERY SERVICE QUOTATION 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the grounds maintenance machinery service quotation for £2,750 
from Uptons. 
All were in favour. 
 
 
 
319/18 SKATE PARK LIGHTING 
A request from a 15 year old skate park user, had been circulated for Council to 
consider lighting the Skate Park (one light only until 8pm), to pro-long the availability 
of the amenity during Autumn and Winter. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and  
Resolved to ask Officers to research the possibility of lighting the Skate Park with 
costs and legalities, and for the TM to keep the requester informed. 
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All were in favour. 
 
 
320/18 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Committee considered the monthly financial report to 8 November 2018. 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to agree the report. 
All were in favour. 
 
321/18 CHIPPERFIELD CIRCUS 
An outstanding bill to Chipperfield Circus was still unpaid. 
A ‘Letter before Claim’ had been sent to them and they had advised that payment 
would be imminent.  
 
322/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report.  

• Architects had measured up the Pavilion and would be providing recommended 
plans. 

• The ownership of a hedge on the boundary of the Allotments and Northfields 
was still being established. 

• An information sign requested by Allotments was ready for collection. 

• Quotes had been obtained to replace the front fence at the Allotments; it was 
approved at the last meeting to spend up to £1500 without going back to 
Council. 

  
 
323/18 NEXT MEETING DATE 
Date of next meeting: 4 December 2018 at the later time of 8.00pm following the 
Development Committee meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 


