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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas (Chairman) 
Cllr M Carnall (Vice Chairman) 
Cllr P Henry 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr M Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Kay Liquorish – Senior Administrator 
 
682/17 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr C Dolan (personal) and Cllr P Knight (work 
commitment). 
 
683/17 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
684/17 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Communication from the community: 
“Re Syston Cemetery, may I say the Cemetery is looking so well cared for, I am sorry that X who 
always did a great job is away at the moment, but the young man who has taken over is wonderful, I 
am so grateful that the Cemetery is still being so well looked after, it means so much to so many 
people.  Thank you.” 
 

685/17 SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 APRIL 2018 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 10 April 2018, as agreed at Full 
Council were signed by Cllr J Lucas. 
 
686/17 MINUTES OF: 
 

a) CEMETERY PANEL MEETING HELD ON 24 APRIL 2018 
Committee noted the minutes. 

 
b) CEMETERY PANEL MEETING 8 MAY 2018 

Cllr D Pepper gave a verbal report of the meeting:  

 The draft tender specification had been circulated to members ready for 
discussion. 

 Three changes were made (two design changes and one cost change). 

 The revised specification would be emailed to the Town Manager on 11 May, who 
would make an initial check before hand-delivering it to all Panel Members. 
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 The Panel were invited to meet again after the Resources Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, 15 May to agree the revised specification. 

 The Project Manager went through a detailed timeline of the cemetery 
construction from (a) publicising the tender specification to (z) completion.  A 
maximum time of one year from (a) to (z) was envisaged.  This took into account 
inclement weather and bank holidays. 

 It had been agreed to appoint ADT for installation of the CCTV, Intruder and Fire 
Alarms.  Town Manager will ask ADT to liaise with Project Manager on installation.  

 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the minutes of the Cemetery Panel. 
All were in favour.  

 
c) CHRISTMAS EVENT PANEL MEETING HELD ON 25 APRIL 2018 

Cllr P Henry gave an overview of the meeting which had been inquorate, so only notes 
were taken.   Key points were: 
 

 Twelve stalls were already booked and 11 additional booking forms sent out. 
Melton Road car park had been measured for the stage, fair rides and food 
stalls. Approximately 49 stalls would fit along the roadside. A power supply for 
the stage would be required. A quote of £1117.00 + VAT had been received 
from Metric for supply and installation. A smaller stage than the previous year  
would be provided at a cost of £850.00. 

 Two areas were identified for entertainment; one on the main stage in the car 
park and one on the pavement at the side of Pound Stretcher. 

 Two or three walkabout characters, prices to be obtained. 

 Local schools to be asked for nominations for judges for the Shop Window 
Competition; the Mayor of Charnwood to be invited to attend and announce 
results of shop window competition.  

 Alternative car parking to be investigated.  

 Santa’s grotto location to be agreed. 

 The firework company would carry out a site visit and assess the best options 
for the display. 

 Christmas lights – Metric had submitted a quotation for installation and 
removal of the lights from 2018 to 2021 at a cost of £6495. Due to stricter 
health and safety requirements, annual tests were required to be carried out 
to lamp post decorations and light sockets. Extra costs would apply due to 
traffic and pedestrian constraints when fitting and removing lamp post 
decorations. The quotation for the additional work was £2430. 

 The next meeting would be Wednesday 6 June at 2pm 
 
It was proposed by Cllr P Henry and 
Resolved to agree the notes and recommendations from the Christmas Event Panel 
There were two abstentions. 
The proposal was carried. 
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d) CHURCHYARD PANEL MEETING HELD ON 3 MAY 2018 

 The initial meeting of the Churchyard Panel was held on 3 May, the Terms of 
Reference had been agreed at the meeting and were presented to Committee. 

 Cllr P Knight was appointed as Chairman of the Churchyard Panel 

 The budget for 2018/2019 was £3K 

 The initial task was a good tidy up of the Churchyard, followed by application 
of weed killer and re-seeding the grassed area. 

 A meeting with Grounds staff, Cllr P Knight and the Deputy Town Manager to 
take place; to see if it was possible to fit the work within Grounds staff 
schedule. If not, to look at the possibility of the work being covered by the 
Cemetery maintenance contractors. 

 Cllr P Knight to draft letter to PCC including terms of reference, inviting PCC to 
attend some panel meetings and take an active involvement. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr M Carnall and  
Resolved to accept the terms of reference of the Churchyard Panel. 
All in favour.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to accept the minutes of the Churchyard Panel.  
All in favour.  

 
687/17 TENDER SPECIFICATION FOR THE NEW CEMETERY 
The revised tender specification had been emailed out to Councillors. The Panel had met with 
CDS to discuss the revised specification on the afternoon of 8 May.  CDS had completed the   
SI data and a revised topographical survey to be incorporated in the specification.  It was 
noted that the invitation to tender would be submitted to the National Contractor Website, 
there would also be notification on the STC and CBC website. This was an internationally 
approved method of obtaining quotes. 
 
688/17 SITING OF THE MUGA 
Following on from the April Amenities Committee meeting, the options regarding a MUGA 
were discussed.   
 
The initial public consultation for siting a MUGA at Memorial Park had resulted in negative 
feedback from the public, therefore, a request for public suggestions for a suitable site had 
been issued.  The response to this had been the attendance at the April Amenities Committee 
meeting by two residents local to DeVille Park. They voiced their concerns against a MUGA 
being sited at DeVille Park. No other public responses had been received with any suggestions 
for a possible location. It was noted that the S106 monies were set aside for youth/recreation.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved not to continue with provision of a MUGA in the short term due to the lack of a 
suitable location. 
One against. 
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One abstention. 
The proposal was carried. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved TM to place a quarter or half page announcement in Syston Town News that after 
review of the public consultation feedback, there would not be any arrangements for the 
siting of MUGA in the short term due to lack of a suitable location. 
All in favour. 
 
The Town Manager had asked CBC for an up to date report on S106 provision and had also 
asked for views on the likelihood of S106 funding for a new practice hut for Syston Town Band 
and for part funding of the Pavilion refurbishment.  This would be reported back to 
Committee.  
 
Action: Item to be on June agenda. 
 
689/17 UPDATE ON TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR HIRE OF PARKS - APROVAL FOR LEGAL 
INTERVENTION 
Suggested amendments to the Park Hire Contract were forwarded to Rich & Carr Solicitors 
for their overview. Rich & Carr were not comfortable with some of the phrasing of the terms.  
Rich & Carr had quoted a fee not in excess of £250 +VAT to make the necessary amendments 
required and draft a copy for approval.  
It was proposed by Cllr M Carnall and  
Resolved to approve amendment to the park hire contract by Rich & Carr Solicitors at a cost 
not exceeding £250.00 + VAT, on the proviso that the original agreed allocation of £200 had 
not already been paid. 
All in favour. 
 
690/17 FERTILIZER QUOTATIONS 
Quotations had been submitted by four suppliers for fertilizers, topsoil and seeds etc. Senior 
Groundsman, David Smith, had identified the best value items from each supplier. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Carnall and  
Resolved to approve the quotations as follows: 
Sherriff Amenity £2030.03 + VAT 
Rigby Taylor £790.04 + VAT 
ALS £80.95 + VAT 
LBS £130.90 + VAT 
At a total cost of £3031.92 + VAT 
Carriage charges may be added.  
All were in favour. 
 
691/17 SUMMER HOLIDAY ACTIVITES IN CENTRAL PARK 
CBC had requested use of Central Park to hold free activities for children during the summer 
school holidays. The dates requested were Wednesday 18 and 25 July and Wednesday 8 and 
15 August 2018. Each session would run from 2pm to 4pm. STC usually waived the park hire 
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regulations for provision of toilet facilities etc, as the sessions would only be for two hours 
duration and non-profit making. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to allow CBC use of Central Park on 18 July, 25 July, 8 August and 15 August; usual 
park hire terms to be waived. 
All in favour.  
 
692/17 REQUEST FOR A DOG SHOW IN CENTRAL PARK 
A successful dog show had been held on Central Park in 2017.   The planner had requested 
use of Central Park again on either the Sunday or Monday of the August bank holiday. (26/27 
August). 
 
It was proposed by Cllr H Screaton and 
Resolved to allow the use of Central Park for a dog show, under the park hire terms and 
conditions. 
Two abstained. 
The proposal was carried.   
 
693/17 TO AGREE THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Committee considered the monthly financial report. It was noted that a virement to code 302 
was due to be made. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to agree the report. 
All were in favour. 
 
694/17 PETTY VANDALISM IN SYSTON PARKS 
Councillors noted the report which included images of recent petty vandalism at Archdale, 
Winfield and DeVille parks.  This was an unwelcome additional cost for the Council to meet.  
All crimes had been reported to Leicestershire Police, whom had taken this very seriously.  
PCSO Matthew Harburt had confirmed to the Town Manager that his was communicating 
social media messages through Police channels to raise awareness and had appealed for 
witnesses.  Police patrols had been increased in the children’s play areas throughout the beat.  
The Police had suggested more CCTV provision because each act of vandalism had taken place 
outside the STC CCTV coverage. The Town Manager would continue to liaise with the Police. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved TM to obtain quotes from ADT to improve the existing CCTV at DeVille Park, and for 
CCTV cover at another park not currently monitored.   Additional signage to be installed. 
All in favour.  
 
695/17 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the actions report.  
 
696/17 NEXT MEETING DATE 
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Next meeting date – 12 June 2018. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.     


