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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllr J Lucas (Chairman) 
Cllr M Carnall 
Cllr P Knight 
Cllr K Pacey 
Cllr D Pepper 
Cllr H Screaton 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Voyce – Town Manager 
Ursula Southan – Deputy Town Manager 
Cllr B Singh 
 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr B Singh who had come to observe the meeting. 
 
439/18 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr P Henry.  
 
440/18 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr J Lucas declared an interest in item 8 on the agenda. 
 
441/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
A claim received stating that sharp-edged rectangles that had been cut out of a fence 
at Deville Park by vandals, had caused injury to a dog resulting in a large veterinary 
bill.  The Town Manager had responded asking whether the owner could be certain 
that the fence had caused the injury or possibly a low branch from a tree.  The letter 
also explained that the damage had been caused by vandals and was not an action 
made by STC.  The Premises Officer had turned the sharp edges in on the fence hole 
for the time being until remedial action could be taken.  The Town Manager explained 
that parts of the fence would soon have to be removed shortly to allow access to some 
trees that required maintenance work.  The Chairman asked for the holes to be 
covered as quickly as possible. 
Action: To put this item on the next agenda to discuss in more detail. 
 
ACTION: Town Manager to investigate whether there was a legal requirement 
for the Council to have boundary fence on the park. 
 
An emergency expenditure order had been actioned for the repair of the pedestrian 
and vehicular access gate and fences next to the houses on Brookside bordering 
Central Park. 
This was due to the gates being unstable; warning signs about stability were in place.   
George Walker had been appointed to carry out the replacement at a cost of £1 275 
+ VAT.  The emergency expenditure had been approved in line with Financial 
Regulations, by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council. 
 



 MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
SCHOOL STREET, SYSTON 15 JANUARY 2019 

Page 2 of 5 

 

                                                                                                                         Chairman ………………………………... 
 

Tree work had been carried out in St Peter and St Paul’s Churchyard to the large tree 
Tag 3011 but work to tree Tag 3012 did not appear to have been carried out.   Town 
Manager had queried this with the contactor, George Walker Treework. 
A Tree Panel meeting was being arranged imminently. 
 
Cllr P Knight had requested two items to be added to the February Amenities agenda. 

1) Possibility of installing gates that restricted bikes and motor bikes getting 
through onto Memorial Park. 

2) Minor improvements on Central Park and Cemetery – railings required sanding 
and painting. 

 
 
442/18 SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2018 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 4 December 2018, as 
agreed at Full Council were signed by Cllr J Lucas (after the meeting). 
 
 
443/18 NOTES OF: 
a) TREE PANEL MEETING (INQUORATE) HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2018 
Notes were presented as a verbal report at the Amenities meeting in December and 
the  notes were a confirmation of the verbal report presented. 
An update since the meeting: 

• Tree works at St Peter & St Paul Churchyard had been carried out. 

• STC Groundstaff, (Clive and Contractor), were currently actioning low-level 
tree works identified by the tree surveyor.  Quotations had been obtained for 
the major tree works at “no man’s land” Deville Park. 

• Cemetery Contractors had expressed an interest in quoting for mid-height 
trees maintenance.  Details of the works had been provided. 

 
NOTES OF: 
b) CEMETERY PANEL MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2018 
Cllr D Pepper presented tabled notes to the Committee of the inquorate meeting held 
this afternoon. 

• Western Power had raised concerns about the close proximity of the Pavilion 
roof to the overhead power cables. The plans had been amended and the 
building moved nine metres to the left.  Western Power had approved the 
amendment.  CBC had advised that retrospective planning approval for the 
amendment was extremely likely to be granted. 

• Footings for the Pavilion were in place up to ground level.  Next stage was the 
laying of pipes for sewage and waste water. 

• The main road was in place with stone covering. 

• All the footpaths had been prepared with stone covering. 

• Glymptons were likely to complete on time. 

• Rich & Carr Solicitors had emailed plans of the cemetery site to be adopted. 
The balancing ponds would be outside of the outline and STC would confirm 
adoption so that the Land Transfer could be finalised.   

• An update of the budget would be presented to Resources in January. Two 
payments totalling £31708 had been paid to Glymptons. 
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444/18 SUMMER BEDDING PLANTS QUOTATIONS 
Three suppliers had been invited to quote for the 2019 summer bedding. 
RC Smith Plants Ltd were the only company to quote; £2 126.60 + VAT.  This was 
slightly up on the previous year from this company, but the quality of plants reflected 
their prices.  A second company had confirmed that they would be sending a quotation 
through on 16 January.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and  
Resolved to accept the quote of £2126.60 from RC Smith unless a more competitive 
quotation was received.  The final decision to be left to the Town Manager and taken 
to Resources for approval. 
All were in favour. 
 
445/18 PAVILION REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
An initial sketch plan of the Pavilion refurbishment corresponding to Football 
Association regulations was considered. 
 
Following a meeting with the Architects HSSP and a representative of the FA on 
Monday, a revised sketch plan of the Pavilion was tabled. 
Amendments were: 

• a larger store (as per the previous plans) 

• a cleaner’s store and sink 

• a small cupboard to house CCTV 
 

The plans, if agreed, now required re-submission for planning consent to CBC. 
 
ACTION: Town Manager to seek confirmation of lockable separation between 
changing rooms.    
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and  
Resolved that once an answer on the above question was received to move forward 
on this project to the next stage. 
All were in favour. 
 
446/18 REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF GOAL POSTS ON MEMORIAL PARK 
A request had been made from Syston Brookside FC for removable Adult 11 size 
metal goal posts to be used on pitch five at Memorial Park, this would need fixings to 
be located in the ground.  The goal posts to be stored in the Pavilion when not in use 
and made available for use by any team booking a pitch. The goal posts were FA 
compliant and had been funded by a Football Foundation Grant. 
Pitch five was also used by Kirklands FC who already had goal post fixings in the 
ground, although it was noted that the goal posts used by KFC were no longer FA 
compliant.    
 
KFC had been notified of the request, together with confirmation that they could use 
the Brookside owned goal posts.  To date they had not responded. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
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Resolved to support Syston Brookside FC  in installing the new goal post fittings, STC 
to install.  
All were in favour. 
 
An amendment was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved that a letter be sent to Kirklands FC to inform them that STC supported the 
request from Syston Brookside FC as the current fittings were not FA compliant. 
It was suggested to wait for Kirklands FC initial response before sending the follow-up 
letter. 
All were in favour.   
 
447/18 LIGHTING FOR SKATE PARK UNTIL 8PM 
A request for lighting in the skate park was brought to the Council by a user so that 
they could continue to use the facility during the darker evenings of Autumn and Winter 
until 8pm. 
Metric Services, supplier of the Christmas lights for Syston, had sourced lighting 
controlled by  a timer to switch off at 8pm.  Metric had offered to make a contribution 
for the young people of Syston, by supplying and installing the light free of charge. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Lucas and 
Resolved to discuss with STC’s HR Specialists to see if one light would be sufficient 
to light the Skate Park safely and bring back to Amenities.  Also to check that the light 
suggested was the correct type for purpose. 
All were in favour. 
 
448/PROPOSED LETTER ON BEHALF OF CHURCHYARD PANEL 
First draft of a proposed letter regarding vandalism in St Peter & St Paul Churchyard 
had been written by a councillor for publication in Syston Town News (STN). 
It was agreed that a revised draft would be written if the letter was to be associated 
with STC.   The Councillor agreed to re-word the letter and pass to the Town Manger 
for vetting by herself, the Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Council.  If agreed 
in time it would be presented to Full Council for a decision before submitting to STN 
for the March edition. 
 
449/REVIEW OF PARISH PRIORITIES FOR AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
In 2016 CBC requested all Charnwood Town and Parish Councils to provide a list on 
local priorities for community infrastructure improvements.  The original document 
(wish list) approved in 2016 by the Amenities Committee was re-visited. 
It was agreed to remove: 
 

• MUGA proposal due to public opposition following a public consultation 

• new playground on Winfield Park - completed  
 
All other projects remained on the document for future consideration. 
A report was requested on the general maintenance of park assets to be carried out 
on a regular basis and report back on the condition of seats, fencing and railings. 
 
Councillors were reminded that the Premises Officer carried out a weekly playground 
inspection that was documented.  He reported any defects immediately to the office.  
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He and other Groundsmen also reported any problem areas immediately to the office 
for action, some of these were brought to Council if a large financial outlay required, 
others were solved immediately.   
ACTION: Council requested that a Groundsman or Premises Officer draw up a 
list of assets that required maintaining and to bring back to the next Amenities 
meeting. 
 
450/18 TO AGREE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Committee considered the monthly financial report to 10 January 2019. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Pacey and 
Resolved to agree the report. 
All were in favour. 
 
451/18 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Councillors noted the report.  
Updates: 
The Town Manager suggested replacing the grid fencing with palisade fencing at 
Deville Park. 
The disputed water bill from the Allotments was no further forward as Water Plus were 
content to put the issue on hold with no resolution.  Town Manager would  be  
contacting  Ofwat for advice. 
A training session on Village Green law to be attended by Cllrs Henry, Carnall and 
Knight this week at LRALC.  Councillors were asked to report back their finding to 
Council. 
The allotment boundary dispute was being negotiated by solicitors. 
Chipperfield Circus had agreed to pay their outstanding debt in instalments starting in 
January, no monies had been paid to date. 
Thanks were given to the office for persisting with this. 
 
452/18 NEXT MEETING DATE 
Date of next meeting: 12 February 2019. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


