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Item 14 
Town Managers Report 
 
Syston Town Council Spotlight – as sent to Syston Town News for August 
edition 
 

Photographs at the end of the report. 

 

Great British Spring Clean – July 2019 
Following the fantastic work carried out by the Syston public and Wilkinson staff, in 
April and by popular request, a second litter pick took place on Sunday, 28 July.  A 
third litter pick will take place in September.   
 
East Midlands in Bloom 
Judging took place on Friday, 5 July, thankfully this year, it was a gloriously hot day 
which ensured that blooms were shown off to their absolute best. 
 
With emphasis more on more on sustainability and wildflower meadows in urban 
settings, Head Gardener, David Smith has been nurturing several wildflower areas in 
Central Park, which this year are looking splendid.  Plant diversity attracts insects 
and other invertebrates (including butterflies, bees, spiders and millipedes), birds 
and mammals.  A small wildflower area has also been planted in St Peter and St 
Paul Churchyard.   A big thank you to all our sponsors of hanging baskets; out of 119 
baskets, 75 have been sponsored by local businesses.   All sponsors are recognised 
in the Portfolio (the Portfolio shows the judges how Syston looks in Spring, Autumn 
and Winter).  A copy of the Portfolio is available on the Syston Town Council 
website, paper versions at the Council office.   
 
A big thank you to everyone that has helped us with our entry: 
 

• Syston Town Council Head Groundsman, David Smith and the Garden 
Master contractors, Syston Allotments, U3A Gardening Group, and Syston in 
Bloom; also independent volunteers, Peter, Simon and Nathan for the huge 
planting projects and hanging baskets 

• Gary Harrison and Clive Summerfield for the regular mowing of the parks and 
daily emptying of the bins 

• Maree Hodgson, who walked ahead of the judges on the route to make sure 
any fresh litter and/or dog fouling was promptly removed  

• and Charnwood Borough Council contractors, SERCO for the street cleaning 
and IdeVerde 

• Cllr Paul Henry for providing the transport for some of the route 

• Syston Town Council Officers for the administration 
 
Every element of effort contributes towards the appearance of the town and the 
judge’s sharp eyes!  

 
There are also awards for: 

• Best Pub Garden – entries Queen Victoria, Fox and Hounds (Grosvenor won 
in 2018 so unable to enter this year) 
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• Best Front Garden – entries from Chapel Close, Roundhill Close, The Stiles, 
University Close 

• Best School Garden – entries from Merton School, The Syston Day Nursery 
 
The winners will be announced at a Presentation evening in September after the 
official results are out.    All winners may also be nominated by the East Midlands in 
Bloom judges for national awards.  Thank you to all those that took the trouble to 
enter the competition and make their gardens look beautiful for the benefit of Syston. 
 
Councillor Vacancies 
There are six vacancies at the Council in wards: 

• Merton Ward 

• St Peters West Ward 

• New Barkby Ward 
 

Why be a Councillor? 
When you are elected or co-opted onto Syston Town Council, you are taking up a civic 
office that can make a real difference to Syston and its people.  Council work can be 
challenging, exciting and at times frustrating.  As you benefit from training, gain 
experience and build your confidence, you will have the personal satisfaction of 
knowing you and your Council have made a difference.  All Committee meetings and 
Full Council meetings are held on Tuesday evenings.  The minimum commitment is 
one Tuesday evening meeting each month (excluding August when the Council are in 
recess). 
 
Please contact me in the first instance if you are interested in becoming a Councillor, 
mark the subject heading Councillor Vacancy.  catherine@systontc.org.uk  
 
Skate Park Flood Lighting until 8 pm 
Syston Town Council will be applying for planning permission for the flood lighting of 
the skate park in Central Park until 8 pm in the darker evenings.  This is after a request 
from the users as they have limited use of the facility in the Autumn and Winter.  An 
added advantage of the lighting up of the area is that it will help reduce anti-social 
behaviour for longer as this tends to take place when it is dark.   
 
Syston and District Volunteer Centre 
Huge congratulations to our neighbours, the Syston and District Volunteer Centre in 
being awarded the prestigious Queens Award for Voluntary Service.  This is well 
deserved, Syston and surrounding areas are very lucky to have such an active and  
supportive service for it’s citizens. 
 
Panels  

Tree Panel 
As part of the rolling tree maintenance schedule, all trees are being assessed and 
maintained on a regular rota.  Work is now being scheduled for after the bird nesting 
season which ends on 31 July.  Only urgent works have been carried out between 
March and July.    Our Tree Policy can be found on the Syston Town Council 
website. 
 
Syston and District Cemetery 

mailto:catherine@systontc.org.uk
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The cemetery on Millstone Lane will be officially open from Friday 19 July.  Rules 
and prices will be available from the Council offices and for downloading from the 
Syston Town Council website.   Cllr David Pepper has been on site nearly every day 
of construction from day one, a project lasting nine months – a huge commitment by 
Cllr Pepper and very much appreciated. 
 
Cemetery – Barkby Road 
Friends of Syston Cemetery group has now been formed and some excellent work 
has already been carried out including the cleaning of the Chapel and the re-painting 
of the cemetery gates.  This excellent and much needed work has been carried out 
by our “friends group” as volunteers.  If you are interested in joining this group, 
please contact mailbox@systontc.org.uk.    
 
Pavilion 
Final plans for the modification and extension of the Pavilion have been approved; 
this now enables us to submit funding applications to the Football Association.  
 
St Peter and St Paul Church Yard Panel 
A small wildflower area has recently been planted and will provide homes for many 
of the creatures that enrich our lives.  The gates have also been repainted and 
extensive weeding of the area has been carried out.  The churchyard is steadily 
becoming a sanctuary to be proud of.  
 
Diary Dates 

3 August – Councillor Surgery, Community Centre 10 – 11 am 
25 August – GUSTO Syston Food Festival – ALL DAY Central Park 
31 August – Syston Summer Fayre – ALL DAY Central Park 
 
Please remember to join up to our Facebook page for further developments at 

Syston Town Council.   social@systontc.org.uk  

Website:  www.systontc.org.uk 

Twitter:  @Syston_TC 

Catherine Voyce 
Town Manager 
 

  

mailto:mailbox@systontc.org.uk
mailto:social@systontc.org.uk
http://www.systontc.org.uk/
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Syston and District Cemetery – under construction 
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Deputy Town Manager Report – on Annual Leave 

 

Senior Administrator 

Allotments 

Following the allotment inspection on 28 May, I sent warning letters out to six plot 
holders, three have responded. The remaining three were sent second letters on 27 
June and did not responded at all, they have now been sent final letters to advise them 
they no longer rent their allotment plots. These will be offered out to the next people 
on the waiting list. There are 34 people on the waiting list at the moment.  A follow up 
inspection was carried out on 17 July, letters will be sent to plot holders that need to 
bring their allotments up to standard. 
 
Christmas Event  

I have been contacting the Morris Dancers, Syston Scout Band and U3A to invite them 
to perform at the Christmas Event on 1 December. I have booked St John Ambulance 
to provide first aid cover. I have begun work on the communications plan, and have 
contacted Arriva to advise them that a road closure is planned. 
 
New Cemetery 

In preparation for the opening ceremony on 19 July, I arranged for a fire extinguisher 
company to survey Millstone Lodge, they recommended three fire extinguishers, which 
have now been ordered.  I have ordered the chairs, tables, nappy changer, sanitary 
and nappy disposal bins and also plastic strips to protect the wall in the meeting area. 
 
Making Tax Digital 

STC must start digital VAT submissions in October 2019. To make this possible the 
accounts software must be updated. The current provider (Scribe) would provide a 
free upgrade, however, this was a chance to look at what alternative suppliers could 
offer.  I have researched this and provided a comparison sheet which was considered 
by Resources Committee at their July meeting. 
 
Quotations 

I contacted three suppliers to provide quotations for spring bedding, the three 
quotations were considered by the Amenities Committee at their July meeting, the 
order has now been placed with R C Smith Plants Ltd. 
 
Football 

The football agreement letters will be issued to the Football Clubs this month, which 
will be updated with the increase in pitch fees that were agreed by Amenities 
Committee at their July meeting. Friendly matches have already been booked for the 
end of July/beginning of August. 
 
Kay Liquorish  
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Assistant to the Town Manager Report 

Syston in Bloom 

Syston in bloom judging took place on Friday 5 of July. I assisted Catherine by 

making up some display boards, printing off portfolios for the judges and playing a 

power point presentation for the judges to see.  

Retyping of Cemetery Rules 

I have updated the current Cemetery Rules and Regulations ready for the opening of 

the Syston and District Cemetery which is to take place on Friday 19 July. Taking out 

anything irrelevant and changing the wording so that they are easier to understand.  

Hanging Basket Invoices 

The Invoices for the Hanging Baskets have been printed and I have hand delivered 

them to the shops and businesses who have sponsored them this year.  

Syston Litter Pick  

Due to the success of the Great British Spring Clean back in April. Another has been 

arranged for Sunday 28 July. I have made some new posters that have been 

displayed in the town noticeboards and shared on social media to attract some 

volunteers to help make Syston a cleaner place.  

 
Sophie Brown 
 

 


